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Notes from the new President  
 
Last July, sociologists from around the world met at the XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology 
in Toronto, Canada. With its main focus on “Power, Violence, and Justice,” it struck at the 
very core of sociological thinking. Debates on the concepts, origins, and impact of power, 
violence, and justice have lost none of their relevance and importance for the understanding 
of societies. From sociological points of view, power, violence, and justice have always 
played a vital role in the understanding of mental illness and health (services). In Toronto, a 
substantial number of RC49 sessions dealt with the diverse and complex interrelations 
between the two phenomena and provided an inspiring platform for enriching encounters. 
The lively - and sometimes controversial - discussions can be seen as a further indication of 
the significance of sociological thinking in the analysis of psychiatric services, mental health, 
and mental illness. A big thanks to all session organizers and presenters for their valuable 
contributions!  
In this issue, Jorge Chuaqui provides some comments on the RC49 sessions “Social inclusion 
of mentally ill persons” and “Features linked with social inclusion of persons with mental 
disorders.” Masoud Zamanimoghadam and Saba Hasanvandi from Yazd University (Iran) 
share their paper on “Defenseless Women,” which, although accepted, could not be 
presented at the Toronto congress due to Visa problems.  
Another presidential period has ended, and I would like to thank Takashi Asakura for 
successfully leading RC49 from 2014 to 2018. I feel honored to be elected as the new 
president, and, together with other board members, I am looking forward to serving you for 
the next four years. The main goals are to further increase membership numbers and to 
strengthen the international exchange of sociologists dealing with mental health and illness. 
Thus, I would like to encourage you to use the annual newsletter to share ideas and 
initiatives and to get in contact with RC49 members. Please feel free to contact me with any 
queries or suggestions.  
Upcoming opportunities for sharing thoughts are the Chronic Disease and Disability section 
of the Western Social Science Association April 24-27, 2019, in San Diego, California (please 
find the invitation in this issue), and the IV ISA Forum in Porto Alegre in 2020. The call for 
sessions will run from Feb. 4th to Mar. 15th. I will keep you informed about the deadlines. 
With best regards 
 
Silvia Krumm 
President of RC49  
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COMMENTS ON THE SESSIONS “SOCIAL INCLUSION OF MENTALLY ILL PERSONS” AND 
“FEATURES LINKED WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION OF PERSONS WITH MENTAL DISORDERS” 

RC 49 XIX INTERNATIONAL CONGRES OF SOCIOLOGY 
18 JULY 2018 

 
Prof. Dr. Jorge Chuaqui 

 
To report the contributions of the presentations to both sessions we have to state some 
theoretical ideas on social inclusion.  
How participates persons on social life in the current social structure we belong to? 
Persons belong to a family in which he/her consumes material, social and simbolic goods to 
satisfy his/her social needs. He/her may receive in it social and affective support and in 
which younger members receive primary socialization. Families may be nuclear, 
monoparental, extended or homosexual. In heterosexual and monoparental families sexual 
relations give as outcome the biological reproduction of persons. Sexual relations may be 
performed out of families with peers, heterosexual or homosexual. 
The consumption thay satisfy social needs of persons is financed by the participation of adult 
members of families in the labour market and other ways of economic property. This is the 
crucial status of paid work in the life of peoples, that opens the posibility of generate an own 
family and to satisfy social needs throught comsuption. If the type of work coincids with 
vocation the person feels fulfilled doing it. To have an occupation in the labour market also 
give social recogniton. 
All the persons of society are subject to the legal norms and administrative ammendements 
of State and local authorities:. Families, labour market, economic relations, sexual relations, 
reproductive rights and so. State may restrict or enhace the participation in the labour 
market, and according political trend may be more active or pasive in social security actions. 
The public policies of the Sate, and of every organization of the social structure, depends not 
only in the policies in general but it is specified by the actors or officials that apply them, as 
any human activity in a system of interactions. 
Persons may work on the ideational complex (educational system that have a role in the 
ideological,  professioanl and cientific trainig, the mass media of communications, the 
churches, and so), and the services (including health services and professioanl sptorts). 
Peolpe may work in their organizations, and receive the specific activities of several 
organizations according to the type of the organizations. 
In this context: what means social inclusion?: 
According to the positions people occupies in theis systems of interaction persons have the 
possiblity to get the material, social and symbolic objects that satisfy their social needs, if 
they are allowed to perform specific actions provided by their positions. To have the 
posibility of this is the degree of  power the person have. Power have also a subjective 
component, that person may do so according the way they perceive the situation. This is an 
important point, because who knows better which are their needs than the own persons? 
Again, which means exclusión/inclusion? When there are estructural barrieres that damage 
the power of some positions, that makes difficult that they share properly the social life 
described above, they are excluded.  It has an ethical content, because it is a human right 
the partipation without unfair barrieres in social life. To include the persons means to 
empower them eliminating those barrieres. 
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The presentations in both sessions of the congress we refer to, points at one or other 
aspects of this inclusion/exclusión dimensión. 
 
The first presentaion by Jorge Chuaqui put emphasis on the role of family, not refered to its 
internal processes, but in the degree they support the person mentally ill  in a basic right, the 
right to have a good job, because of its crucial importance for their fulfillement. The family 
may give psychological support but respecting the alternative to support an independent 
empowerment of the person in order to have an autonomuos job and to generate an own 
family, in Chile researh done shows that  this role of the family is mostly negative. 
In the presentation by Mari Higuchi, considering that the role of family may be negative, she 
presents an interesting procedure of the possibilty of more empowerment of the actors, in 
wich the person, the psychiatrist and the family discuss openly with democratic rules. This 
may go to more convergence of the interests of these three actors. 
In the presentations one of Peter Kupka and the other by Salling Weber, they discuss politics 
of wellfare in Germany and Denmark in  reference to the officials that help the persons to 
find o job, mediated by vertical authority relations in one case and the contradictory 
demands they have in the other,without a proper empowerment of the person in every 
case. 
In the work of Mariana Frizzera and Cristina Pazó, they analze despite predujicies the legal 
rules in Brazil that protect the sexual rights of persons wit mental disability. 
Both works, one of Alfred Grausgruber and Robert Moosbrugger; and the other by Russsell 
Schutt, Marsha Ellison, Matthew Chinman, Chantele Mitchell-Miland and Sharon Mccarthy, 
deals with  empowerment and reduced empowerment in persons that are in or must be 
drugs tratements, medited by clinical needs. 
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Defenseless Women: The Qualitative study of socio-cultural context of women's mental 
health 

Masoud Zamanimoghadam (Ph.D. Candidate in Sociology, Yazd University, Iran), 
masoudzmp@yahoo.com 

Saba Hasanvandi (PhD in Psychology, Alzahra University, Iran), hasanvandi2010@yahoo.com 

Introduction: In many human societies, gender has long been one of the criteria for the 
division of human beings. Undoubtedly, women in this division are more exposed than men 
to violence, discrimination and gender-based suffering. An example of this violence is visible 
in the family and in the violence of husbands against women. In the Iranian society, because 
of the dominant male-dominated culture, the problem of domestic violence against women 
is visible. This is especially true in the poorer neighborhoods of Khorramabad. Because in this 
city, on the one hand, there are patriarchal prejudices against women, and on the other 
hand, the social and economic problems of these neighborhoods have put women under 
double pressure. However, this article study the mental health of women exposed to 
domestic violence in a cultural and social context. 

Method: In this research, qualitative approaches have been used. The research data were 
collected through purposeful and theoretical sampling and through a deep interview with 15 
housewives who were referred to a psychologist at one of the health centers located in one 
of the deprived neighborhoods of Khorramabad. Khorramabad is a city in Southwest of Iran, 
with a traditional, patriarchal and tribal culture. Grounded theory was used to analyze the 
data. 

Findings: In the analysis of data, there were 58 concepts that were reduced to 11 main 
categories. Then we put the main categories in the form of a paradigmatic model. Finally, 
the core category was identified as "Defenseless women exposed to community violence". 
The phenomenon of mans' violence against their wives is affected by conditions. These 
conditions can be categorized into three categories of causal conditions (husband's problems 
such as addiction, suspicion, and bad financial condition), ground conditions (family 
unfaithfulness by the family, the male patriarchal attitude of the relative to the marital 
relationship, and the male patriarchal mentality) and the intervening conditions (lack of 
power of women, and the turmoil of the couple's relationship). In addition, the violence 
against women surveyed causes interactions that include: husband's behavior towards a 
woman (personality humiliation, physical abuse of a woman, insulting a woman's family, 
relationship with other men, the death threat from the husband, prohibition of family visits, 
financial disregard for the woman, disregard for wife), the woman's behavior towards her 
husband (ignoring her husband, huffing), and the interconnected and continuous marital 
problems. Eventually, such a situation has two types of consequences: one male reaction 
(taking second wife, divorce). And the other, the woman's reactions. Female reactions are of 
two types: At first, the women's psychological disorders such as depression, anxiety, 
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hopelessness, lack of confidence and other high-risk behaviors that these women commit 
such as divorce, betrayal in marriage, and suicide attempt. 

Discussion: However, this research shows that women are more vulnerable to violence 
through social and cultural structures. In fact, this research shows that society with 
patriarchal culture and lack of adequate social rights for women makes women vulnerable to 
domestic violence. In fact, women suffer from many mental illnesses such as anxiety, stress, 
and depression. Such women are experiencing existential anxiety and ontological insecurity. 
In other words, they always worry about their lives and do not feel safe. Any problem needs 
a solution. Therefore, according to the results of this study, the following strategies could be 
proposed to improve the situation of women who are subjected to violence by their 
husbands in poor and traditional areas: 

- Changing and improving the rights and laws of marriage, in order to protect women 
who are vulnerable to violence. 

- Awareness before marriage. This awareness can be done both through textbooks and 
mass media, and through pre-marriage counseling. 

- The expansion of psychology and social work departments in disadvantaged areas for 
counseling for women who have been subjected to violence. 

- Establishing supportive organizations to protect women from domestic violence. 
- Expansion of cooperation between the judiciary and the police with supportive 

organizations to support women who are exposed to violent physical and 
psychological violence. 
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RC 49 Board Members Activities 
 
 
Asakura, Takashi - Past president of RC49 (2014-2018), Board member  
 
Professor at Tokyo Gakugei University, Laboratory of Health and Social behavior, Tokyo, 
Japan. Main focuses of my research are “Psychosocial determinants of adolescent mental 
health” and “Ecohealth approach to children and adolescents in developing countries.” 
 
• M Kobayashi, N Fukuda, K Ichikura, T Asakura, University Students’ Self-Rated Ability to 

Interpret Social Context and Correlating Factors. Psychology, 2018 9: 6. 1546 -1557.  DOI: 
10.4236/psych.2018.96093 

 
• N Deguchi,T Asakura. Qualitative Study of Wives of Husbands with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder: Subjective Experience of Wives from Marriage to Marital Crisis. 
Psychology,2018 9:1, 14 -33. DOI: 10.4236/psych.2018.91002 

 
• M T Tominaga, K Asakura and T Asakura. Generation-Common and -Specific Factors in 

Intention to Leave among Female Hospital Nurses: A Cross-Sectional Study Using a Large 
Japanese Sample. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health , 
2018 15, 1591. 

 
• S Tomokawa, T Asakura, N Keosada, et al. Preliminary Study of the Reliability and Validity 

of the Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale in Lao PDR. Psychology, 9, 2396-
2410. DOI: 10.4236/psych.2018.910137 

 
 
Chuaqui, Jorge – RC49 Board member  
 
Professor at the Institute of Sociology, Universidad de Valparaíso, Chile. 
 
• Jorge Chuaqui and others: Estructura social, poder y persona (Un tributo a El Capital de 

Carlos Marx) [Social Structure, Power and the Person (A tribute to Marx's Capital)]. 
Santiago: Ril editores (in Print). Financed thanks to a contest of the Ministry of Cultures 
and Arts. 
 

• Jorge Chuaqui et.al: The role of the family in defining and managing disability of persons 
with schizophrenia in Chile: Meeting objective and subjective criteria of social inclusion. 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY Vol 9(12), pp. 166-172, 
December 2017. 
 

• Participó  en la revision del PLAN NACIONAL DE SALUD MENTAL 2017-2025, MINISTERIO 
DE SALUD (Chile) 2017. 
 

•  Jorge Chuaqui: A theory of social exclusion: implications for the disability community. 
Presented at the WSSA conference, USA, April 2018. 
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• Jorge Chuaqui: BRIEF REFLECTIONS ON GENDER, SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND PERSONAL 

ACCOMPLISHMENT. Newsletter Research Committee of Sociological Theory, RC16, 
International Sociological Association.  Summer 2018. 

 
 
 
Dixon, Jeremy – Vice president of RC49, Board member  
 
University of Bath, United Kingdom: Department of Social & Policy Sciences 
Research on offenders with mental health problems, mental health in schools, the 
application of mental health law, assessing and managing risk. 
 
• Dixon, J., 2018. Narratives of illness and offending: mentally disordered offenders’ views 

on their offending. Sociology of health & illness.  
 

• Dixon, J., Laing, J. and Valentine, C., 2018. A human rights approach to advocacy for 
people with dementia: A review of current provision in England and Wales. Dementia, 
Online first. 
 

• Dixon, J., Lei, J., Huang, W., Sin, J. and Smith, G., 2018. The Views of Mental Health 
Manager Towards the Use of a Family Work Model for Psychosis in Guangzhou, China. 
Community mental health journal, pp.1-7. 
 

 
Høgsbro, Kjeld – Secretary of RC49, Board member  
 
Professor at the The Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Sociology and Social Work, 
University of Aalborg, Denmark 
 
 
Kilian, Reinhold - Past president of RC49 (2006-2010), Board member  
 
Head of the section of health economics and mental health services research and Professor 
of health economics and medical sociology at the Department of Psychiatry and 
Psychotherapy II of the Ulm University, Germany. His research activities include the 
evaluation of mental health service interventions, the examination of economic aspects of 
mental disorder and mental health promotion, and the development of methods for cost- 
and outcome assessment in mental health services. Current research projects deal with the 
role of masculinity and work orientation in male depression, workplace mental health 
interventions and with the health economic evaluation of psychosocial interventions for 
families with mentally ill parents, for young and adult refugees, chronically ill children and 
for people with severe mental illness.  
 
• Barrech, A., Kilian, R., Rottler, E., Jerg-Bretzke, L., Hölzer, M., Rieger, M. A., Jarczok, M. N., 

Gündel, H., & Rothermund, E. (2018). Do Working Conditions of Patients in 
Psychotherapeutic Consultation in the Workplace Differ from Those in Outpatient Care? 
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Results from an Observational Study. International journal of environmental research and 
public health, 15(2). 
 

• Krumm, S., Checchia, C., Kilian, R., & Becker, T. (2018). Mental health nurses' and 
psychiatrists' views on addressing parenthood issues among service users. International 
Journal of Mental Health Nursing 
 

• Krumm, S., Checchia, C., Koesters, M., Kilian, R., & Becker, T. (2017). Men's Views on 
Depression: A Systematic Review and Metasynthesis of Qualitative Research. 
Psychopathology, 50(2), 107–124. 
 

• Mueller-Stierlin, A. S., Helmbrecht, M. J., Herder, K., Prinz, S., Rosenfeld, N., Walendzik, J., 
Holzmann, M., Dinc, U., Schuetzwohl, M., Becker, T., & Kilian, R. (2017). Does one size 
really fit all? The effectiveness of a non-diagnosis-specific integrated mental health care 
program in Germany in a prospective, parallel-group controlled multi-centre trial. BMC 
Psychiatry, 17 
 

• Valdes-Stauber, J., Lemaczyk, R., & Kilian, R. (2017). Sources of meaning in family 
caregivers of terminally ill patients supported by a palliative nursing care team: A 
naturalistic three-month cohort study. Palliative & supportive care, 1–14 

 
 
Krumm, Silvia – Current president of RC49 (2019-2022), Board member  
 
Senior Researcher at the Department of Psychiatry and Psychotherapy II at the 
Bezirkskrankenhaus Guenzburg, Ulm University, Germany. Research in social psychiatry, 
lectures and training in qualitative methods.  
 
• Krumm S, Checchia C, Kilian R, Becker T. Mental health nurses’ and psychiatrists’ views on 

addressing parenthood issues among service users. Int J Ment Health Nurs. 2018 Aug 1. 
doi: 10.1111/inm.12525. [Epub ahead of print] 

 
• Krumm, S., Checchia, C., Koesters, M., Kilian, R., & Becker, T. (2017). Men's Views on 

Depression: A Systematic Review and Metasynthesis of Qualitative Research. 
Psychopathology, 50(2), 107–124. 

 
• Mulfinger N, Rüsch N, Bayha P, Müller S, Böge I, Sakar V, Krumm S: Secrecy versus 

disclosure of mental illness among adolescents: I. The perspective of adolescents with 
mental illness. Journal of Mental Health 2018: 1-23.  

 
• Mulfinger N, Rüsch N, Bayha P, Müller S, Böge I, Sakar V, Krumm S: Secrecy versus 

disclosure of mental illness among adolescents: II. The perspective of relevant 
stakeholders. Journal of Mental Health 2018: 1-22.  

 
• Oexle N, Herrmann K, Staiger T, Sheehan L, Rüsch N; Krumm S: Stigma and suicidality 

among suicide attempt survivors: a qualitative study. Death Studies 2018, 20: 1-8.  
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Lichtenstein, Bronwen – Past RC49 president (2010-2014), Board member 

 
Professor of Sociology, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, The University of 
Alabama, USA.  
 
• Lichtenstein, Bronwen and Ida M. Johnson. (2018) “Splitting the Marital Home: Gendered 

Property Division and Post-Divorce Foreclosure.”  Journal of Divorce and Remarriage. doi: 
10.1080/10502556.2018.1546065. [Online Ahead of Print].  
 

• Lichtenstein, Bronwen, Towanda Pettway, and Joe Weber. (2018). “Sharecropper’s 
Tuberculosis: Pathologies of Power in a Fatal Outbreak.”  Medical Anthropology, 37(6): 
499-513. 
 

• Bachman, L. H., Lichtenstein, B., St. Lawrence, J. S., Murray, M., Russell, G. B. (2018). 
“Health Risks of American Long Distance Truckers: Results from a Multi-Site Assessment.” 
Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine 60 (7): 349-355.   
 

• Denton, John E, and Bronwen Lichtenstein. (2018). “Accept or Decline?:  Deciding Factors 
in a Voluntary HIV Testing Program for Probationers and Parolees.” Journal of the 
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (JANAC) 29 (1): 133-138.  
 

• Lichtenstein, Bronwen. (2018). “Debt, Divorce, and Death: Aging into Foreclosure in the 
U.S. Deep South.” Housing and Society 47 (3):173-189. 
 

• Lichtenstein, Bronwen, Emma Sophia Kay, and Matt G. Mutchler. (2018). “Ricky and Lucy: 
Gender Stereotyping among Young Black Gay Men in the US Deep South and the 
Implications for HIV Risk in a Severely Affected Population.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 
20(3): 357-365.  

 
Grants 
 
• Research Grants Committee (RGC), University of Alabama. (2018-2020). Principal 

Investigator. “Talking Superbugs: Risk, Trust, and Action on Antibiotic Resistance.” 
$6,000.00. 

• The Elton John AIDS Foundation. (2017-2018). Principal Investigator. “The PRO-TEST 
Program: Providing Onsite HIV and HCV Services to Probationers and Parolees in 
Alabama” $102,250.00. 

 
 
Linn, James G. – Past RC49 president (2003-2007), Board member  
 
Optimal Solutions in Healthcare and International Development and Meharry.U.S.A. 
Research on social determinants of mental health and illness and mental health correlates of 
HIV in U.S.,Latin America and Africa. Quantitative and qualitative methods for mental health 
and mental health and HIV program evaluation. 
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• Chuaqui,J.D.Wilson,Linn,J.G.Arredondo,E.,The role of the family in defining and managing 
disability of persons with schizophrenia in Chile.Int.J. of Soc.& 
Anthro,2017,Vol.9(2)pp.166-172. 
 

• Fako,T.T.,Nkhukhu-Orlando,E,Wilson,D,Linn,J.G. Factors Associated with organizational 
commitment of academic employees in Botswana.Int.J. of Ed Adm & Policy 
Stds,2018,Vol.6(1)pp:56-64. 
 

 
Richter, Dirk – RC 49 Board member  
 
Bern University Hospital for Mental Health, Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation and Bern 
University of Applied Sciences, Department of Health Professions, Switzerland. 
Mental illness related research on housing rehabilitation, occupational rehabilitation, 
epidemiology and health care provision approaches. 
 
• Richter D, Hoffmann H. Effectiveness of supported employment in non-trial routine 

implementation: systematic review and meta-analysis. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr 
Epidemiol. 2018 Aug 4. doi: 10.1007/s00127-018-1577-z 

 
• Richter D, Hoffmann H. Social exclusion of people with severe mental illness in 

Switzerland: results from the Swiss Health Survey. Epidemiol Psychiatr Sci. 2017 Dec 13:1-
9. doi: 10.1017/S2045796017000786 

 
 
 
Ringø, Pia– RC 49 Board member  
 
Pia, Ph.D, is Associate Professor at Aalborg University, Denmark.  
 
She is part of the university’s research project ‘Welfare policies, Technologies, Knowledge 
and Views of Human Nature’. www.menneskesyn.aau.dk She has spent the past years 
researching views of human beings in the connection between understanding mental health 
problems, politics, management technologies, knowledge and practice. She is a board 
member in the Nordic Network of Disability Research (NNDR), a part of the center: 
Sociological Psychiatric Research (CSP).  
 

Amongst other things she authored: 1: ‘Depths and surfaces in Management, Knowledge and 
Practice’ (2013), and 2: ‘Does Society Still Matter? – Mental Health and illness in the Social 
Sciences in the 21.th century in K. Keohane and A.Petersen : The social pathologies of 
contemporary civilization, 3: Behind political ideas of welfare and productivity : Exploring 
ontological models and forms of exclusion. / Ringø, Pia; Nissen, Maria Appel; Fallov, Mia Arp; 
Kjaerulff, Jens; Birk, Rasmus.In: Social Work and Society, 2017. 4: Potentiality, Development 
Ideals, and Realities of Social Work. / Ringø, Pia in: Social Welfare Responses in a Neoliberal 
Era: Policies, Practices and Social Problems. Brill Publishers, Leiden: The Netherlands, 2017. 5: 
Proactive, ambivalent and defensive relations between social work and social policy : The 

 
10 

 

http://www.menneskesyn.aau.dk/


shaping of productivity. / Fallov, Mia Arp; Nissen, Maria Appel; Kjaerulff, Jens; Ringø, Pia; 
Birk, Rasmus. Social Work and Research in Advanced Welfare States. ed. / Ian Shaw; Kjeld 
Høgsbro. 1. ed. Routledge, 2017. p. 159-174. 6: Productive potentials or protected 
individuals? The concept of disability and mental illness in advanced welfare states. / Ringø, 
Pia; Høgsbro, Kjeld. Social work and research in advanced welfare states. Routledge, 2017. 7: 
Social work education and a changing welfare state in Denmark. / Ringø, Pia; Nissen, Maria 
Appel; Nielsen, Vibeke Bak. Neoliberalism and social work in Scandinavian welfare states. ed. 
/ Masoud Kamali ; Jessica H. Jönsson. 1. ed. Taylor & Francis (Routledge), 2017. 
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