RC 20 Newsletter, July-December 2021
From the President:

This newsletter has announcements of a new book, a
new journal, and conferences of interest to members. I have also included a special
feature to mark the 20th anniversary of RC20’s journal, Comparative Sociology: a list of
the fifty articles with the most cumulative citations, according to my calculations from
Google Scholar. The list gives a good sense of the range and quality of the work
published in the journal. I have been editor since 2012: the previous editors are
Masamichi Sasaki (who founded the journal) and David Sciulli. You can help
Comparative Sociology continue to enjoy success by submitting your own papers,
recommending it to colleagues, and asking your institution to subscribe if they do not
already do so.

New Book:
Karabchuk T., Kumo K., Gatskova K., Skoglund E. (2021). Gendering Post-soviet space:
Demography, Labour market and Values in Empirical Research. Springer, Singapore.
ISBN 978-981-15-9358-1
DOI https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-9358-1

Description:
This volume combines approaches from three disciplines – economics, sociology, and
demography – and empirically analyzes the key aspects of the labor market and social
demography processes in post-Soviet transitional societies while focusing on the
gender perspective. Here, readers will find empirical studies on such countries as
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Tajikistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. The volume contributes to the literature by
addressing the lack of academic empirical research on gender difference issues in the
labor markets of post-Soviet countries as well as gender inequalities in fertility
preferences, gender disparities among the youth and elderly, the gender pay gap,
gender differences in employment, and female voices. The book brings together
researchers of different disciplines from a variety of countries, distinguishing this
project as international and interdisciplinary. The authors use the quantitative survey
micro-data approach as well as the qualitative methods of interview data analysis to
provide a comprehensive and detailed overview of the economic and social
developments in the region regarding gender differences. The volume consists of three
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parts tackling the following topics: 1) gender differences and demography (family
formation and fertility, youth and elderly employment); 2) gender differences and
labor market (gender wage gap, motherhood wage penalty, gender differences among
freelancers, and women in STEM science); and 3) gender differences, well-being, and
gender equality attitudes (women’s voices, women’s collective actions, gender equality
attitudes, and spending patterns of housewives).

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-9358-1

New Journal:
MAUSS INTERNATIONAL
Anti-Utilitarian Interventions in Social Sciences
Digital Journal

N°1 | “Opening Gift”

Available on Cairn : https://www.cairn-int.info/journal-mauss-international-20211.htm
Subscription :
Individual : 10 € (one year)/14 € (two years)
https://www.editionsbdl.com/?post_type=product&p=18556
Institution : 15 €/22 €
https://www.editionsbdl.com/?post_type=product&p=18561
For four decades now, the MAUSS (Mouvement anti-utilitariste en
sciences sociales) has been at the heart of the debates in social sciences in
France and in French-speaking countries. While this landmass of works has
found resonance and relays in Latin countries such as Italy as well as across
South America, it has barely percolated across the language and cultural barrier
into English – and therefore international – scholarship. For those of us who do,
within the MAUSS, publish in English, how often have we been obliged to
disappoint interest in this perspective because of the unfortunate unavailability
of core MAUSS texts? This is the aim of the MAUSS International journal: To
bring MAUSS-branded scholarship to a truly international audience and thereby
partake more forcefully in the important debates in social sciences today.
Greeted early on by scholars such as Mary Douglas, Albert O. Hirschman,
Marshall Sahlins, and Annette Weiner, the MAUSS was founded in 1981 by
Alain Caillé and collaborators to resist the growing encroachment of neoclassical
economics and other utilitarian approaches in the social sciences. It is
interesting how what is often called “French theory” continues to be at the heart
of social sciences and philosophy today in English language scholarship. Yet
what is intriguing from a French perspective is how this felicitous reception has
excluded the critiques and debates that have occurred over the last decades
within French scholarship, creating what are sometimes serious problems of
2

interpretation and application of these theories. This continued reliance on
heavyweights such as Foucault, Derrida, and Bourdieu is a sign that novel
theoretical insights have failed (at least to some extent) to impose themselves
within English language scholarship in the last decades. It also gives the
impression that French language scholarship has dried up since these heydays
and that nothing of similar or significant value has emerged since. This is not
true.
The globalization of academia, meanwhile, has brought a diversity of
national and regional traditions in contact with each other and has promoted
certain issues as common concerns. This process is accelerated by the
enmeshing of social realities as a result of these same globalizing trends. As
the COVID-19 pandemic has shown, the world today is inextricably woven into
a whole, to the extent that a pangolin or a bat in a market in inland China (or
some other cause) has the potential to initiate a snowball effect that can reach
remote areas of Africa or South America in a matter of weeks. In other words,
many of the pressing issues of the day are shared ones, and we are better off if
we address them from a plurality of communicating standpoints rather than in
isolation.
The MAUSS International wants to act as a crucible for such transnational
communicative processes and act as a cultural and intellectual broker for antiutilitarian
perspectives on both sides of the linguistic divide in order to better
address today’s important issues.

Conferences
LAST CALL! RC20/RC33 Regional Conference
Call for Papers (deadline: 31 December 2021): The RC20 Regional
Conference on Comparative Sociology & the 2nd RC33 Regional Conference
on Social Science Methodology: Asia (Tokyo, Japan, 12– 16 September
2022, Japan Women’s University)
As announced earlier, RC20 is pleased to invite RC20 members to submit papers to be
considered for the RC20 Regional Conference on Comparative Sociology and the 2nd
RC33 Regional Conference on Social Science Methodology: Asia in Tokyo, Japan. The
conference will be held from 12th to 16th September 2022.
Deadline:
31 December 2021
Guidelines for submission of papers:
The joint conference will reflect the focus of RC20, “Comparative Sociology,” and that of
RC33, “Social Science Methodology.” We welcome papers on a diverse range of topics on
these themes.
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Papers should be proposed and presented in English.
Papers should be presented by oral live presentation, if accepted.
Papers should be of no more than 200 words.
Papers should be submitted through the conference site ( http://mcnwww.jwu.ac.jp/~fonaka/JC.htm).
The deadline for submission of papers is 31 December 2021.
The timeslot for the sessions will be scheduled from 15:00 to 17:00 (Central Europe
Summer Time [CEST]), which corresponds to 6:00-8:00 (US Pacific Daylight Time
[PDT]), 22:00-24:00 (Japan Standard Time [JST]).
No registration fee is required for this conference.
It is planned to present the 1st RC20 Comparative Sociology Award for Best Paper.

Timeline and process are as follows:
Call for papers open (abstract submission): 27 September 2021
Close of paper submission: 31 December 2021
Submissions accepted and program prepared: 11 March 2022
Registration opened: 11 April 2022
Conference: 12– 16 September 2022
The local organizing committee:
Fumiya Onaka (Prof. Dr., Japan Women’s University)
Akiko Nagai (Assoc. Prof., Japan Women’s University)
This conference is supported by JWU Research Institute for Women and Careers
Contact us: jwujc2022 [at] gmail.com

Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics Conference
The Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE) is pleased to announce the
call for papers for its 34th annual conference, "Fractious Connections: Anarchy,
Activism, Coordination, and Control", hosted by the University of Amsterdam from 9-11
July 2022.
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Please find the call for papers [https://sase.org/event/2022-amsterdam/] (as well as
SASE's research networks [https://sase.org/about/networks/] and 2022 miniconference themes [https://sase.org/event/2022-amsterdam/#mini]).
The hard deadline for submissions is Tuesday, 25 January 2022.

Comparative Sociology: 50 most cited articles
1. S Schwartz, 2006. “A theory of cultural value orientations: Explication and
applications”
2. CQ Schneider, C Wagemann, 2010. “Standards of good practice in qualitative
comparative analysis (QCA) and fuzzy-sets”
3. J Evetts, 2009. “New professionalism and new public management: Changes,
continuities and consequences”
4. R Inglehart, 2006. “Mapping global values”
5. M Wohlrab-Sahr, M Burchardt, 2012. “Multiple secularities: Toward a cultural
sociology of secular modernities”
6. P Norris, R Inglehart, 2002. “Islamic culture and democracy: Testing the 'clash of
civilizations' thesis”
7. CQ Schneider, C Wagemann. 2010. “Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) and
fuzzy-sets: Agenda for a research approach and a data analysis technique”
8. B Campbell, J Manning, 2014. “Microaggression and moral cultures”
9. J Evetts, 2011. “Sociological analysis of professionalism: Past, present and future”
10. M Noordegraaf, W Schinkel, 2011. “Professionalism as symbolic capital:
Materials for a Bourdieusian theory of professionalism”

11. M Saks, 2010 . “Analyzing the professions: The case for the neo-Weberian
approach”
12. RJ Dalton, PM Hac, PT Nghi, NNT Ong, 2002 . “Social relations and social
capital in Vietnam”
13. T Brante, 2010. “Professional fields and truth regimes: In search of alternative
approaches”
14. H Best, 2007. “New challenges, new elites? Changes in the recruitment and
career patterns of European representative elites”
15. JP Daloz, 2003. "‘Big men’ in sub-Saharan Africa: how elites accumulate
positions and resources”
16. HD Evers, 2003. “Transition towards a knowledge society: Malaysia and
Indonesia in comparative perspective”
17. M Noordegraaf, W Schinkel, 2011 . “Professional capital contested: A
Bourdieusian analysis of conflicts between professionals and managers”
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18. M Dogan, 2005. “Erosion of confidence in thirty European democracies”
19. C Corduneanu-Huci, M Osa, 2003. “Running uphill: Political opportunity in
non-democracies”
20. M Dogan, 2003. “Introduction: diversity of elite configurations and clusters of
power”

21. G Palombella, 2010. “The rule of law as institutional ideal”
22. J Scott, 2003 “Transformations in the British economic elite”
23. M Dogan, 2003. “Is there a ruling class in France?”
24. JP Daloz, 2007. “Elite distinction: grand theory and comparative perspectives”
25. A Bozoki, 2003. “Theoretical interpretations of elite change in East Central
Europe”

26. T Pettersson, 2006. “Religion in contemporary society: Eroded by human wellbeing, supported by cultural diversity”
27. S Neckel, 2005. “Political scandals an analytical framework”
28. H Best, 2011. “Does personality matter in politics? Personality factors as
determinants of parliamentary recruitment and policy preferences”
29. Y Esmer, 2002. “Is there an Islamic civilization?”
30. K Nelson, I Montanari, J Palme, 2007. “Convergence pressures and responses:
Recent social insurance development in modern welfare states”
31. M Bussmann, J Oneal, I de Soysa, 2005. “The effect of globalization on national
income inequality”
32. W Merkel, B Weiffen, 2012. “Does heterogeneity hinder democracy?”
33. J Pakulski, J Higley, 2007. “Elite and leadership change in liberal democracies”
34. A Diekmann, K Schmidheiny, 2013. “The intergenerational transmission of
divorce: A fifteen-country study with the fertility and family survey”
35. O Gaman-Golutvina, 2007. “Political elites in the Commonwealth of
Independent States: Recruitment and rotation tendencies”

36. H Lengfeld, J Gerhards, 2008. “Support for European Union environmental
policy by citizens of EU-member and accession states”
37. A Hadjar, S Backes, 2013. “Migration background and subjective well-being: a
multilevel analysis based on the European social survey”
38. J Hawdon, A Oksanen, P Räsänen, 2012. “Media coverage and solidarity after
tragedies: The reporting of school shootings in two nations”
39. C Welzel, P Norris, R Inglehart, 2002. “Gender equality and democracy”
40. R Marsh, 2003 . “Social capital, guanxi, and the road to democracy in Taiwan”
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41. R Andersen, A Heath, D Weakliem, 2005. “By popular demand: The effect of
public opinion on income inequality”
42. A Liljegren, 2012. “Key metaphors in the sociology of professions: Occupations
as hierarchies and landscapes”
43. M Grasso, 2013. “The differential impact of education on young people's political
activism: Comparing Italy and the United Kingdom”
44. D Kavanagh, D Richards, 2003. “Prime ministers, ministers and civil servants in
Britain”

45. D Stolle, L Nishikawa, 2011. “Trusting Others‐How Parents Shape the
Generalized Trust of Their Children”
46. C Emrence, 2008. “After neo-liberal globalization: The great transformation of
Turkey”
47. ME Sandovici, T Davis, 2010. “Activism gone shopping: An empirical exploration
of individual-level determinants of political consumerism and donating”

48. T Power, G Jamison, 2005. “Political mistrust in Latin America”
49. J Delhey, K Boehnke, G Dragolov, ZS Ignácz, 2018. “ Social cohesion and its
correlates: A comparison of Western and Asian societies”
50. E Semenova, 2011. “Ministerial and parliamentary elites in an executivedominated system: post-Soviet Russia 1991–2009”
51. C Wernet, C Elman, B Pendleton, 2005. “The postmodern individual: structural
determinants of attitudes”
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