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If you're reading this column, perhaps it
means that you’re relatively fortunate:
many people surely have more important
things to do at the moment. | hope
everyone is managing to stay safe and well.
For many, the situation is no doubt
producing significant anxiety.

There are some obvious predictions we
might make about the way the pandemic is
likely to affect migrants and migration.
Migrants are already being demonised as
carriers of the virus. In the UK Chinese
students have been targeted with racialised
abuse. The American president has
disgracefully given public blessing to this
temptation. For some, the crisis is an
opportunity to indulge xenophobic
tendencies they might otherwise try to keep
in check (even if only for the sake of
appearances).

But we can see what amounts to reinforced
migration controls even where xenophobic
tendencies are not the prime mover. The
‘stay at home’ component of anti-virus
strategies is likely to persist longer for
international travel than for domestic
mobility.

Perhaps a coronavirus vaccine will
eventually mean that we don’t see a return
to the days when migrants were
presumptively suspected of being diseased.
Still, I would be very surprised if we don’t
see a significant shift against migration at
least in the medium term.
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But again, these are obvious predictions.
They might well be wrong. In time, we will
want research to explore them properly. (I
do understand that a pandemic is not
primarily a research opportunity...)

One point to bear in mind is that negative
outcomes are not inevitable. The
Portuguese government recently decided,
on public health grounds, to give full (though
temporary) citizenship rights to all who had
applied for asylum or residence permits.
This is sensible policy making. It raises the
bar; we might hope it makes things harder
for governments that want to seize an
opportunity to pander to those with baser
instincts.

The English word ‘quarantine’ refers
historically to the forty (‘quarante’) days of
containment used to inhibit the spread of
plague in the medieval period. We will be
lucky if the various containment measures
currently in place last for only forty days.
For now, staying put is the right choice for
many — though of course for some itis a
luxury they are not afforded.

David Bartram
President, RC31
University of Leicester
d.bartram@le.ac.uk
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MEMBERS’ NEW BOOKS

Amelina, A., and Lutz, H. (2019). Gender and Migration: Transnational and Intersectional Prospects.
London: Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/Gender-and-Migration-Transnational-and-
Intersectional-Prospects-1st-Edition/Amelina-Lutz/p/book/9781138479203

From its beginnings in the 1970s and 1980s, interest in the topic
of gender and migration has grown. Gender and Migration seeks
to introduce the most relevant sociological theories of gender
relations and migration that consider ongoing
transnationalization processes, at the beginning of the third
millennium. These include intersectionality, queer studies, social
inequality theory and the theory of transnational migration and e H[ e
citizenship; all of which are brought together and illustrated by Routledge Research in Gender and Society
means of various empirical examples. With its explicit focus on GENDER AND MIGRATION
the gendered structures of migration-sending and migration-
receiving countries, Gender and Migration builds on the most
current conceptual tool of gender studies—intersectionality— T ——
which calls for collective research on gender with analysis of class, ' ; 30N XN
ethnicity/race, sexuality, age and other axes of inequality in the
context of transnational migration and mobility. The book also
includes descriptions of a number of recommended films that
illustrate transnational migrant masculinities and femininities
within and outside of Europe. A refreshing attempt to bring in
considerations of queer theory and sexual identity in the area of
gender migration studies, this insightful volume will appeal to
students and researchers interested in fields such as sociology, social anthropology, political science,
intersectional studies and transnational migration.

TRANSNATIONAL AND INTERSECTIONAL PROSPECTS

Cranford C. (2020). Home Care Fault Lines: Understanding Tensions and Creating Alliances. Cornell: Cornell
University State. https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501749261/home-care-fault-
lines/#bookTabs=1

In this revealing look at home care, Cynthia J. Cranford illustrates how
elderly and disabled people and the immigrant women workers who
assist them in daily activities develop meaningful relationships even
when their different ages, abilities, races, nationalities, and
socioeconomic backgrounds generate tension. As Cranford shows,
workers can experience devaluation within racialized and gendered
class hierarchies, which shapes their pursuit of security. Cranford
analyzes the tensions, alliances, and compromises between security
for workers and flexibility for elderly and disabled people, and she
argues that workers and recipients negotiate flexibility and security
within intersecting inequalities in varying ways depending on multiple
interacting dynamics. What comes through from Cranford's analysis is
the need for deeply democratic alliances across multiple axes of
inequality. To support both flexible care and secure work, she argues
for an intimate community unionism that advocates for universal state
funding, designs culturally sensitive labor market intermediaries run
by workers and recipients to help people find jobs or workers, and
addresses everyday tensions in home workplaces.
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Amelina, A., Carmel, E., Runfors, A., & Scheibelhofer, E. (2020): Boundaries of European Social Citizenship:
EU Citizens’ Transnational Social Security in Regulations, Discourses, and Experiences. London: Routledge.
https://www.routledge.com/Boundaries-of-European-Social-Citizenship-EU-Citizens-
Transnational/Amelina-Carmel-Runfors-Scheibelhofer/p/book/9780367249830

This edited collection contributes to studies of intra-EU migration and mobility, welfare, and European
social citizenship by focusing on transnational labour movements Y
from new to the old EU member states (Hungary—Austria, ‘
Bulgaria—Germany, Poland—UK and Estonia—Sweden). The volume
provides a comparative analysis of formal organization and mobile
individuals’ use of European social security coordination, which
involves mobile Europeans' access to and portability of social
security rights from the sending to the receiving country (and )
back). The book discloses the selectivity criteria of welfare
provision in four areas (unemployment, family benefits, health BOUNDARIES OF EUROPEAN
insurance, and pensions) that lay at heart of European cross- SOCIAL CITIZENSHIP
border social security governance. It also identifies specific EU CITIZENS’ TRANSNATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY
discourses of belonging (gendered, ethnicized/racialized and class- 1. RERRLAVIONS, S CONRSES: AMD EXPERIENGES
ging (8
related images of ‘Us’ and ‘Them’) that frame the institutional i o O o s s
selectivity by constructing images of mobile EU citizens' ‘deserving’ Elisabeth Scheibelhofer
or ‘non-deserving’ social membership. The collection offers a
detailed examination of inequality experiences mobile EU citizens
from the new EU countries encounter while accessing and porting
social security rights across borders. It will be of interest to a wide
range of social science and interdisciplinary researchers, students,
and practitioners as well as those interested in intra-EU migration
and mobility, social security, European social citizenship, and transnational studies.

R.

Smets, K., Leurs, K., Georgiou, M., Witteborn, S. & Gajjala, R. (2019). The Sage handbook of media and
migration. London: Sage. https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-handbook-of-media-and-
migration/book260835

Migration moves people, ideas and things. Migration shakes up
political scenes and instigates new social movements. It redraws
emotional landscapes and reshapes social networks, with
traditional and digital media enabling, representing, and shaping
the processes, relationships and people on the move. The deep
entanglement of media and migration expands across the fields
of political, cultural and social life. For example, migration is
increasingly digitally tracked and surveilled, and national and
international policy-making draws on data on migrant
movement, anticipated movement, and biometrics to maintain a
sense of control over the mobilities of humans and things. Also,
social imaginaries are constituted in highly mediated
environments where information and emotions on migration are
constantly shared on social and traditional media. Both, those
migrating and those receiving them, turn to media and
communicative practices to learn how to make sense of
migration and to manage fears and desires associated with cross-
border mobility in an increasingly porous but also controlled and
divided world.
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The SAGE Handbook of Media and Migration offers a comprehensive overview of media and migration
through new research, as well as a review of present scholarship in this expanding and promising field. It
explores key interdisciplinary concepts and methodologies, and how these are challenged by new realities
and the links between contemporary migration patterns and its use of mediated processes. Although
primarily grounded in media and communication studies, the Handbook builds on research in the fields of
sociology, anthropology, political science, urban studies, science and technology studies, human rights,
development studies, and gender and sexuality studies, to bring to the forefront key theories, concepts
and methodological approaches to the study of the movement of people.

— ST

RECENT ARTICLES/CHAPTERS

Alarcén A., Ubalde J. & Mc. Heyman J. (2020). Language as raw material, scripts as tools and
conversations as product: effects of linguistic production on job categories in outsourced call centres.
New Technology, work and Employment, 35(1) : 97-113.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ntwe.12156

Boccagni, P. (2019). Multi-sited Ethnography. In P. Atkinson et al. (eds.), SAGE Research Methods
Foundations. London: Sage

Boccagni, P. (2020). So many houses, as many homes? Transnational Housing, migration and
development. In T. Bastia, R. Skeldon (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Migration and Development.
London: Routledge

de Oliveira Filho, J. H. (in Press). Athletic migrant religiosities and the making of respectable men.
In: Kadri A., Bland, C., Hoegaerts J. and Salminen, J. (eds.) Making it like a man: men,
masculinities and the modern career. Oldenbourg: De Gruyter
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Like-Man-Masculinities-Modern/dp/3110647346

Gu, Chien-Juh. (2020). Qualitative Interviewing in Ethnic-Chinese Contexts: Reflections from Researching
Taiwanese Immigrants in the United States. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 19: 1-
11. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1609406920910319

Hochman, O. & Garcia-Albacete, G. (2019). Political Interest among European Youth with and without an
Immigrant Background. Social Inclusion, 7 (4).
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/socialinclusion/article/view/2312

Jasso, G. (2019). Distributive Justice. In Ritzer, G. (ed.), Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, Second
Edition. Oxford, UK: Wiley Blackwell. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781405165518.wbeosd078.pub?2

Jasso, G. (2019). Factorial Survey. In Atkinson, P. A., Delamont, S., Cernat, A., W., SakshaugJ., and
Williams, R. A. (eds.), Sage Encyclopedia of Research Methods. London, UK: Sage Publications.
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781526421036

Jasso, G., and Rosenzweig, M., R. (In press). What is the Size and Legal Composition of the US Foreign-
Born Population? International Migration Review. https://doi.org/10.1177/0197918319893287

Jasso, G. (In press). New Results Linking Inequality and Justice. Journal of Mathematical
Sociology. https://doi.org/10.1080/0022250X.2020.1715970

Jasso, G. (In press). Is and Ought: From Ideas to Theory to Empirics. In: Bauer, A. M. and Meyerhuber, M.
. (eds.), Empirical Research and Normative Theory (pp. 105-127). Berlin, Germany: Walter de

Gruyter. https://www.jpc.de/jpcng/books/detail/-/art/empirical-research-and-normative-
theory/hnum/8795408
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Missbach, A. and Palmer W. (2020). People smuggling by a different name: Australia's ‘turnbacks’ of
asylum seekers to Indonesia. Australian Journal of International Affairs. 74(2): 185-206.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10357718.2020.1721429

Witteborn, S. (2020). Data Privacy and displacement: A Cultural Approach. Journal of Refugee Studies,
online first. https://academic.oup.com/jrs/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jrs/feaa004/5804142

Witteborn, S. (2019). Digital diaspora: Social alliances beyond the ethno-national bond. In J. Retis &
Tsagarousianou, R. (eds.), The handbook of diasporas, media and culture (pp. 179-192). Malden: Wiley-
Blackwell.

Ubalde J. & Alarcén, A. (2020). Immigrant disadvantage in the labour market: The role of attitudinal
context. European Societies, online first.
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/VGJ6GSDHWJXQCTYWDPEK/full?target=10.1080/14616696.2020.1
719180

Ubalde, J. & Alarcon, A. (2020). Are all automation-resistant skills rewarded? Linguistic skills in the US
labour market. The Economic and Labour Relations Review, online first.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1035304620903152

Xie Z., & Witteborn, S. (2019). The migration-mobility nexus: The politics of the interface, gender, and
labor. In: Smets, K, Leurs, K., Georgiou, M., Witteborn, S., & Gajjala, R. (eds.) The Sage handbook of media
and migration.https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/the-sage-handbook-of-media-and-
migration/book260835.

Yoon, K. (2020). Diasporic Korean Audiences of Hallyu in Vancouver, Canada. Korea Journal, 60(1): 152-
178. https://www.ekoreajournal.net/issue/view pop.htm?Idx=3847

Yoon, K., Jin, D. Y. & Min, W. (2020). Consuming the Contra-Flow of K-pop in Spain. Journal of Intercultural
Studies, 41(2): 132-147. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07256868.2020.1724907

Zuccotti C. V. and Hoxhaj R. (2020). The complex relationship between immigrants’ concentration,
socioeconomic environment and attitudes towards immigrants in Europe. Ethnic and Racial Studies,
online first. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01419870.2020.1730926

—T—
PhDs

Yapo S. (2020). Dual Citizenship in the Mirror. The everyday understandings of citizenship among
Peruvian migrants in Italy and Spain. University of Trento, Italy

Supervisor: Paolo Boccagni

Short abstract:

“Dual citizenship in the mirror” investigates why people acquire dual citizenship, focusing on
Peruvian migrants’ naturalization by residence in Italy and Spain. By distinguishing between early and
postponed acquisitions of dual citizenship, it establishes original transversal correspondences between the
two countries. This study shows how the multiplication of citizenships can empower individuals to
redefine the contents of citizenship beyond the reach of nation-states’ normative stances and
enforcements.

Ubalde Buenafuente, J. (2019). The social valuation of skills. An analysis through linguistic work in the
new economy. Universitat Rovira i Virgili.

Supervisor: Alarcéon Alarcén, Amado

Short Abstract:

Several debates on how skills should be conceptualised and valued have arisen from changes in the content
and relevance of them in the labour markets of the new economy. In mainstream economics, skill is one of
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the main ingredients of human capital and its value is determined by the supply-demand dynamic of the
labour market. According to heterodox views, however, skills are socially constructed. The value of skills
results from political negotiation, reflecting the power and status of diverse interest groups, as well as the
predominant ideologies of society. The dissertation focuses on the valuation of linguistic skills, a cross-
cutting kind of skill that is basic for both cognitive and interactive work in the new economy, but which is
involved in controversies regarding the devaluation and deskilling of workers and occupations. From a
mixed methods approach, the dissertation presents three papers that study the impact of institutionalized
ideologies on linguistic skills valuation.

MEMBERS’ OTHER ACTIVITIES

Guillermina Jasso was a speaker at a Congressional Briefing hosted by the Population Association of
America on the topic "Who Are the New Immigrants and How Are They Doing?" held on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC, on March 28, 2019. Information about the briefing as well as a video are posted at:
http://www.populationassociation.org/2019/04/01/immigration-trends-highlighted-at-paa-
congressional-briefing/

Sadovskaya, Yelena (2019) China’s Belt and Road Initiative and its Impact on Migration and Policies in
Central Asia. Analytical Report. ICMPD, Vienna, 24p.

The report focuses on analysis of China’s “Belt and Road” Initiative (BRI) and more specifically on the Silk
Road Economic Belt (SREB) project, representing the component aiming to build land transport corridors
from China through Central Asia (CA) to Europe — and its impact on migration flows and policies in the CA
region. The report analyzes the importance of SREB for the land-locked countries in the region, identifies
the main migration trends that have developed in the context of the movement of capital, goods, services,
and labor force from China; analyzes individual types of migrations by countries. Despite the increasing
mobility in the region and the importance of regulating migration, the regional cooperation, including the
harmonization of policies and information exchange, is not well established. Systematic research and
forecast of the migration processes provoked by SREB/BRI are unavailable.

https://www.pragueprocess.eu/documents/repo/150/CA China Analytical Report Sadovskaya ENG.pdf

==
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RESEARCH COMMITTEE SUBMIT YOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS!
OFFICERS

(Not only announcements — there is also
PRESIDENT scope for longer pieces in the form of

David Bartram op-eds, etc.)

University of Leicester, UK
Send submissions for the next issue to

VICE PRESIDENT Oshrat Hochman:
Loretta BALDASSAR Oshrat.hochman@gesis.org

University of Western Australia,
Australia

SECRETARY

Caroline PLUSS

University of Liverpool in Singapore,
Singapore

BOARD MEMBERS

Susanne Y.P. CHOI, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Thomas FAIST, Bielefeld University,
Germany

Luin GOLDRING, York University,
Canada

Ana LOPEZ-SALA, Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC),
Spain

Hideki TARUMOTO, Waseda
University, Japan

Visit the RC-31 web site.

MEMBERSHIP dues are S20 for a four-year
period: to join, visit the ISA web site here.
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