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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION: 
LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD

Dear members of RC35,

On behalf of the board, David Strecker and I would like to thank all of you who 

submitted abstracts for the IV Forum of Sociology in Porto Alegre ( July 14-18, 

2020) as well as session organizers, chairs and discussants for your dedication in 

building such an exciting program. We are especially pleased with the massive 

response prompted by our Call for Papers. The large amount of high-quality papers 

received this year made it quite challenging to arrange them all in the program, yet 

we believe (and hope!) to have reached appropriate solutions within our slot and 

time limitations. 

A special thanks goes to Craig Browne, who as RC16 Program Coordinator has 

created two extra joint sessions with RC35 (‘Critical Social Theory Today’ Part 

1 and Part 2) and made room for some of our abstracts in other RC16 sessions. 

Many thanks as well to all of those involved in the organization of our joint 

sessions with RC08 (History of Sociology) and RC32 (Women, Gender and 

Society). Hoefully this is just the beginning of further collaborations.

Below you will find general information on the Forum in Porto Alegre as well as 

details of our thirteen sessions. The deadline for applying for registration grants is 

January 30, 2020 (more information on page 4). Please also note that the deadline 

for registering to the Forum is March 19, 2020. 

Finally, I welcome our new members and invite all of you to participate in our 

activities. Please do not hesitate to get in touch in case you have any questions or 

suggestions. 

Arthur Bueno, Secretary, Treasurer & Newsletter Editor 
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The forum website with further information is:
https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/conferences/forum/porto-alegre-2020

Fourth ISA Forum of Sociology (Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, July 14-18, 2020). ISA Fo-
rum of Sociology is designed as a mid-term meet-
ing of Research Committees, Working Groups 
and Thematic Groups combined with the Busi-
ness Meeting of the ISA Research Council.
The forthcoming Fourth ISA Forum of Soci-
ology will be organized by Geoffrey Pleyers, 
current ISA Vice-President Research, in collab-
oration with the ISA Research Coordinating 
Committee and the Brazilian Local Organizing 
Committee, chaired by Hermilio Santos, Pontif-
ical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul.

Duties and Deadlines for Program Co-
ordinators and Session Organizers of 
the Research Committees, Working and 
Thematic Groups:

January 15, 2019. Announcing Pro-
gram Coordinators: RC/WG/TG pro-
vide name and contact details of Pro-
gram Coordinator to the ISA Secretariat.

February 4 – 15 March 2019. Call for Ses-
sions: 1. RC/WG/TG session proposer must sub-
mit session’s description on-line via Confex plat-
form. 2. Invited session organizer (RC/WG/TG, 
Presidential, Plenary, LOC sessions, etc.) must 
submit session’s description on-line via Confex 
platform.

March 16 – 8 April 2019. Final list of Ses-
sions: RC/WG/TG Program Coordinator must 
finalize a list of sessions. Sessions format, titles, de-
scriptions and the language in which they will be 
held (English, French or Spanish), as well as con-
tact details of session organizers (name, affiliation, 
country, e-mail) will be available on the ISA con-
ference platform run by Confex. 

April 25 – 30 September 2019. Abstracts 
submission: Participants and organizers of invited 
sessions must submit abstracts on-line via Confex 
platform. Abstracts must be submitted in English, 
French or Spanish. Only abstracts submitted on-
line will be considered in the selection process.

October 7 – 4 November 2019. Abstracts 
selection: Session Organizer must complete selec-
tion of abstracts and provide a final presentation 
designation (oral, distributed, poster, round table). 
Session Organizers move good quality abstracts 
unsuited for their sessions to the Program Coor-
dinator’s bin for transfer to another session. Note: 
abstracts transfers should be done to the Program 
Coordinator’s bin as early as possible so that good 
abstracts may be transferred to other appropriate 
sessions to enable organizers to consider these 
transferred abstracts and make decisions within 
the deadlines. Session Organizers add chairs, co-
chairs, discussants, and panellists to their sessions 
as needed.

ISA FORUM PORTO ALEGRE 2020
GENERAL INFORMATION
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November 5 – 25 November 2019. Ab-
stracts re-location: Program Coordinator re-lo-
cates good quality abstracts considered unsuited 
by Session Organizers from the Program Coor-
dinator’s bin to other sessions. No more sessions 
can be added after November 24, 2019 deadline. 

December 2, 2019. Notification letters: 
Confex sends notification letters to: authors and 
co-authors of accepted abstracts; authors of reject-
ed abstracts.

December 16, 2019 – January 26, 2020. 
Sessions Scheduling: December 15 - January 15: 
Confex schedules Joint Session, Round Table, and 
Poster sessions. January 16 - January 31: Program 
Coordinators schedule regular sessions.

January 31, 2020. Applications for Regis-
tration Grants deadline: Program Coordinator 
receives applications for ISA grants submitted by 
the participants. 

How to Apply for a Registration Grant. 
Please send an email until January 31, 2020 to Da-
vid Strecker (david.strecker@campus.tu-berlin.
de) and Arthur Bueno (OliveiraBueno@nor-
mativeorders.net) with  a brief statement about 
the reasons why such a grant is needed in your 
case. Given the limited amount of grants RC35 
can provide, our decision in this regard will be 
based on the following criteria: finantial neces-

sity (considering the applicant’s current posi-
tion and available funds); participation in and 
membership of RC35.  
 
February 15, 2020. Submission of proposed 
Registration Grants recipients: Program Co-
ordinator sends a list of selected individuals and 
amounts recommended to the ISA Secretariat  
(isa@isa-sociology.org) for verification and ap-
proval.
 
March 19, 2020. Registration deadline for 
presenters: Registration must be paid by the dead-
line. Confex matches registrations with accepted 
presenters and will send out last reminder to reg-
ister. Presenters who have failed to register will be 
automatically deleted from the program.

April 1 - 17, 2020. Session Organizer modi-
fies sessions based on withdrawal of non-registered 
presenters. Chairs and discussants are assigned 
from among the registered participants. Program 
Coordinator completes sessions schedule accord-
ing to the conference timetable. In case the type 
of an individual’s presentation is changed, or if a 
presentation is transferred to a different session, 
Confex will send notifications to authors with fi-
nal session and presentation details after April 30.

May 5, 2020. Online program published.

ISA FORUM PORTO ALEGRE 2020
GENERAL INFORMATION
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PROGRAM COORDINATORS:
David STRECKER, University of Frankfurt, Germany, david.strecker@campus.tu-berlin.de

Arthur BUENO, University of Frankfurt, Germany, OliveiraBueno@normativeorders.net

ISA FORUM PORTO ALEGRE 2020:
PROVISIONAL PROGRAM
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1. Critical Theory and the Diagnosis of the 
Present: What World Do We Live in? Part 1

SESSION ORGANIZERS:

Craig BROWNE, University of Sydney, Australia

Arthur BUENO, University of Frankfurt, Germany 

CHAIR:

Stefan FORNOS KLEIN, Universidade de Brasília, Brazil

Rationalisation As Reification: The 
Changing Configuration of Social 
Conflicts

Craig BROWNE, 
University of Sydney, Australia

Abstract: This paper argues that the contempo-
rary reconfiguring of social institutions was shaped 
by the conflicts of the preceding phase of capital-
ist modernity and the harnessing of intersecting 
developments, especially those of technological 
innovations, the growing international division of 
labour, and financial capitalism. Although many of 
the empirical tendencies are well known and have 
been discussed under various categories, it will be 
suggested that the notion of the dialectic of con-
trol facilitates a better understanding of the transi-
tion to modernity’s new phase due to its focus on 
the contestation involved in social relations of au-
tonomy and dependency. My analysis will initially 
clarify how the changes associated with the cur-
rent phase of modernization overcame resistance 
and opposition to them. It will argue that many of 
the sociological diagnoses of the times, associated 

with notions like postmodernism and reflexive 
modernization, gave expression to aspects of this 
transition but failed to effectively engage with the 
critical social theory problem of ‘rationalization as 
reification’. It will be argued that the contemporary 
form of this paradoxical process is a major source 
of the current social regression that is evident in 
the exacerbating of social inequality, the erosion of 
the democratic public sphere, and the consolida-
tion of reactionary authoritarian political move-
ments. Although the existing critical social theo-
ry interpretations of rationalization as reification, 
such as Habermas’ theory of the internal coloni-
zation of the lifeworld, illuminate current social 
pathologies and social conflicts, it is necessary to 
revise these diagnoses in order to comprehend the 
contemporary capitalist constellation and the met-
amorphoses of the dialectic of control. The latter 
has led to the development of reflexive control, the 
reconfiguration of social antagonisms in different 
social spheres, the complications of globalising dy-
namics, and the self-organizing tendencies of so-
cial struggles opposing injustice and domination.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Joint Session with RC16 Sociological Theory
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Critical Theory Meets Contemporary 
Far-Right Politics: Equivocal Theories, 
Wrong Diagnosis?

Sergio COSTA, 
Free University of Berlin, Germany

Abstract: Contemporary social scientists have 
generally failed to predict the conservative back-
lash culminating with electoral victories of right 
and far-right wing forces in different countries. In 
case of critical theory, which historically emerged 
in the context of struggles against authoritarian 
domination, this failure is especially painful. The 
paper sustains the argument that in case of critical 
theory the erroneous diagnosis is connected with 
theoretical moves completed by authors of the sec-
ond and third generations of the Frankfurt School. 
Three main developments will be analyzed: 1. Af-
ter systematically neglecting critical engagement 
with capitalism (Kapitalismuskritik), critical the-
orists (e.g.: J. Habermas, A. Honneth) have not 
developed instruments to grasp contradictions be-
tween democracy and contemporary dynamics of 
capital accumulation (dispossession, precarization, 
financial traps) which feed far-right politics. 2. For 
disregarding the link between social structure anal-
ysis and democratic theory, critical theorists (e.g.: 
J. Habermas, J. Cohen & A. Arato) have developed 
theories blind for the relation between structural 
shifts (emergence of “new” middle classes, squeez-
ing established middle classes, hyper-concentra-
tion of wealth by the top 1% richest, slight reduc-
tion of gender and ethnoracial asymmetries) and 
political preferences for far-right wing politicians 
and policies. 3. Inscribed in the work of different 
theorists of the second and third generations (e.g.: 
J. Habermas, S. Benhabib), teleological believes, 
according to which human rights, democracy and 
rationalization of life worlds are intrinsic proper-
ties of modernity, obfuscated economies of (dis)
affections behind the contemporary conservative 
backlash.

The Post-Depressive Constellation: 
From Political Effervescence to the 
Rise of the Far Right

Arthur BUENO, 
University of Frankfurt, Germany

Abstract: This paper advances the idea that the 
current rise of the far right can be understood 
as one among various political expressions of a 
‘post-depressive constellation.’ Such a diagnosis 
takes its cue from analyses in critical theory and 
sociology which, in the 1990s and 2000s, recog-
nised in the rapid increase in depression rates an 
index of major social transformations occurring 
during the last decades of the 20th century. The 
foregrounding of depression in clinical diagno-
ses was considered then the sign of a new social 
order: one in which individuals were faced with 
ever stronger requirements of self-responsibility 
and authentic self-realization (i.e., the demand of 
‘being oneself ’) in a context of declining social 
support and escalating inequality, competition, 
and precarity. Today, however, we seem to have 
reached a point at which the tensions of this order 
– which can be designated, metonymically, as the 
‘depressive society’ – intensified to such an extent 
that its persistence appears to be seriously com-
promised. It is in this sense that we may speak of a 
post-depressive constellation: a situation in which 
the social psychological tensions of the depressive 
order have reached a peak, leading to a variety of 
reactions and struggles but not yet to the establish-
ment of a new consensus and a stable institutional 
framework.

Untying My Tongue: The Intimate 
Sociology of Brownness

Moon CHARANIA, 
Spelman College, USA

Abstract: This essay follows Gloria Anzaldua, 
Avery Gordon and Dionne Brand in the mode 
of creative nonfiction to narrate a stream of con-
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scious experiment. Privileging the gestural, the 
occasional, the episodic, the poetic and the met-
aphor over the purported validity of empiricism 
and high theory, this essay traces queer of color 
diasporic rage and its varied latencies in this geo-
political and racialized moment. I utilize a litany of 
historical and contemporary moments to recover 
another theoretical register, drawing conceptually 
from traveling analytics, such as “critical intimacy” 
(Spivak 2016), “perverse “borderland” (Anzaldua 
1995) and “diasporic catalogues” (McKittrick 
2006). Stylistically structured as a pastiche of the 
intimate and the geopolitical – where the geopolit-
ical is always and already intimate – I think about 
the interpretive function of memory and affect 
to offer a tendentious reading about the everyday 
necropolitical in brown queer diasporic lives. Just 
as state violence, surveillance, detention, contain-
ment produce black and brown life, questions of 
language, utility, reparativity, failure, rage, and am-
bivalence produce our intellectual socialities and 
contour our tellings, our feelings, and our living 
out of and resisting power. Using the errant, and 
often raging path of intimate intellectual thought, 
this essay emulates the rage and the longing miss-
ing in Global North sociological thought.

Deliberative Democracy and 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed: A 
Critical Reading of Paulo Freire’s 
Contributions

Carlos TORRES, 
UCLA, USA
Raymond MORROW, 
University of Alberta, Canada

Abstract: In this paper, we continue our col-
laborative work in social theory focusing on the 
question of deliberative democracy and dialogical 
democracy emerging from the social construct of 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, the famous book by 
Brazilian philosopher Paulo Freire. Without at-
tempting a full reconstruction of his work, that 
will be done in another place (Morrow, 2019a) in 

this paper we will discuss his analysis of delibera-
tive democracy in light of critical cosmopolitan-
ism. We emphasize Paulo Freire’s agonic attempt 
to propose a hermeneutical strategy in defense of 
a democratic model that could be helped by a new 
educational model. Yet, simultaneously, in each of 
the historical periods of his oeuvre, he developed 
an understanding of postcolonial traditions look-
ing at the risks but also the benefits of deliberative 
democracy. To develop our argument, it is impor-
tant to situate the location of this important book 
in the history of social sciences and pedagogy—
though we shall move beyond this book in our 
analysis--, and to briefly outlined Freire’s historical 
and analytical stages while constructing his oeuvre. 
In our conclusion, we will discuss alternatives and 
resources in Freire’s theoretical insights while hint-
ing that one of the key references not fully under-
stood in his work is his analysis of alienation draw-
ing very closely with traditional sources of Critical 
Theory a la Frankfurt School but departing from it 
in several ways. Given the now widespread use of 
the term “critical theory” to refer to textual criti-
cism and rather speculative theories of society in 
the humanities, the term “critical social theory” 
will be used to describe approaches linked with a 
sociological theory of society and related historical 
and empirical research. Capitalized as the “Criti-
cal Theory”, the term will be used to refer to the 
Frankfurt School tradition, usually specified by 
generation, as forms of critical social theory.
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2. Critical Theory and the Diagnosis of the 
Present: What World Do We Live in? Part 2

SESSION ORGANIZER:

David STRECKER, University of Frankfurt, Germany, 

CHAIR:

Mariana TEIXEIRA, Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Conviviality-Inequality 

in Latin America (Mecila), Brazil/Germany

Ontology of the Present: Neo-
Liberalism, Anthropocene, Populism

Frederic VANDENBERGHE, 
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Abstract: In dark times, we desperately need 
pointers to orient ourselves intellectually, ideolog-
ically and politically. For those who live in coun-
tries (like Brazil) that have gone over the edge, the 
question of the ontology of the present takes on an 
existential dimension. In this paper, I will suggest 
that we need to think at the same time the chal-
lenges of the Anthropocene, neo-liberalism and 
populism. None of these terms are analytical con-
cepts, however. They are polemical folk notions, 
but as they have stuck, we need to use them as well, 
even if for us, liberal intellectuals, they function 
as Rorschach tests on which we can projects our 
worst fears. The challenges they refer to have dif-
ferent genealogies (capitalism, industrialism, liber-
al democracy) and cannot be lumped together. But 
as they have now fused into a syndrome, they have 
to be thought together. How to do that delineates 
the contours of new research agenda on the second 

post-modernity. In an attempt to grasp once again 
the ontology of the raging present in concepts, it 
interweaves an analysis of the conjuncture with a 
more structural approach to social change into a 
critical diagnosis of the present.

Resonance in the Anthropocene

Henning LAUX, 
Chemnitz University of Technology, Germany

Abstract: The scientific message of the “Anthro-
pocene“ (Crutzen 2000) suggests that human-
ity has been the most important factor in planet 
earth‘s transformation since the Industrial Revolu-
tion. Extreme weather events are increasing, biodi-
versity is decreasing, sea levels are rising, woods are 
disappearing, glaciers are melting, and civilization 
is perpetuating itself with radioactive waste and 
plastics in the earth’s sediments. From the public 
discussion and political adaption of the diagnosis, 
there are at least three challenges to Critical The-
ory. The talk will adress them by exploring Hart-
mut Rosa’s (2016) theory of resonance. First, the 
concept of the Anthropocene favors a problematic 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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homogenization, because it implies that the entire 
species equally bears the responsibility for the ecol-
ogy crisis. In contrast, Rosa allows us to analyze the 
social conditions, heterogeneous actors and struc-
tural mechanisms of the Anthropocene. Second, 
the geological age of humankind has generated the 
political imagination that a technical solution to 
the ecology crisis by climate engineering is possi-
ble. Instead, Rosa’s theory stresses the unavaila-
bilities in the interplay between human and non-
human entities. Finally, social science approaches 
from the posthumanist camp tend towards rather 
dystopian solutions for the current crisis: Bruno 
Latour (2015) calls for a state of emergency, Anna 
Tsing (2015) describes a life in capitalist ruins, and 
Donna Haraway (2016) pleads for a manipulation 
of the human genome in order to become closely 
related to butterflies, pigeons and other species. 
Again, Hartmut Rosa offers a potential alternative 
with his sociology of world relations. His theo-
ry provides a utopian redefinition of good life in 
times of the Anthropocene, which can justify its 
standards of social criticism immanently.

The Eclipse of Reason in 
Critical Theory? Contemporary 
Irrationality and Habermas’ Recent 
Reconceptualization of Modernity

David STRECKER, 
Goethe University of Frankfurt, Germany

Abstract: In Critical Theory rationality has tra-
ditionally served as the standard for assessing social 
pathologies. At the same time, the critique of rea-
son has occupied a central role in Frankfurt School 
social theory. While early approaches have taken 
issue with a ‘wrong’ type of reason that has shaped 
societal development, Habermas’ reconceptualiza-
tion of the tradition has instead advanced the idea 
of distorted or one-sided rationalization account-
ing for social malaises. The three-dimensional con-
cept of reason he has explicated grounds an elab-
orate theory of societal rationalization. His more 
recent work culminating in the monumental “This 

Too A History Of Philosopohy” appears to partly 
retract this theory and seems to confirm many of 
the reactions to his considerations on the role of 
religion in modern society which has repeatedly 
found his attention over the last two decades. This 
paper thus revisits the notion of rationalization in 
critical social theorizing and argues that Haber-
mas’ recent explorations on the topic are indeed 
best understood as a reaction to contemporary so-
ciety, however, without substantively altering the 
theory of rationalization and the description of 
social pathologies as pathologies of reason.

To be Critical about “the 
Crisis”: Migration As a Driver for 
Terminological Analysis

Joana SOUSA RIBEIRO, 
Centre for Social Studies, University of Coim-
bra, Portugal

Abstract: Bearing in mind Robert Cox’s (1981) 
argument that theory always serves a purpose and 
an interest, we refer to the current context associat-
ed with the so-called ‘refugee crisis’, which is noth-
ing more than a crisis of answers for those seeking 
international protection and thus also translates 
into an asylum crisis law (Sciurba 2017). Moreover, 
it can also illustrate an European crisis rather a cri-
sis in Europe, considering its colonial and imperial 
past. In this context, the following question arises 
as relevant: how were authors-researchers of social 
theory and praxis, whose work was carried out in 
the orbit of the Frankfurt School, are allowing a 
critical approach to contemporary migrations at a 
time of inhumanity and indifference? This com-
munication thus seeks to explore the possibility of 
a theory and praxis of migrations in Critical The-
ory. To this end, the acuity of analytical proposals 
and concepts such as dialectic, homogeneity and 
subalternity, reification, distorted communication, 
cosmopolitanism and recognition are analysed for 
the critical diagnosis of one of the contemporary 
challenges, international migrations.
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What Can Sociology Do Today? 
the Sociologist As the Architect of 
Totality

Diogo CORRÊA, 
Universidade de Vila Velha, Brazil

Abstract: At the root of most of the great intel-
lectual elaborations of modern times, we find an 
apparently simple project, but actually very de-
manding: understanding the world in which we 
live in, with a focus on the problems that it poses 
to us... This project, which is “apprehending the 
present” and understading the social pathologies 
of our time, has been present in sociology since its 
foundation. As Krishan Kumar reminds us, sociol-
ogy emerges as a knowledge attentive to the inter-
nal transformations in northern Europe brought 
about by the Industrial Revolution. In this par-
ticular context of transformations, Marx not only 
diagnosed the advent of bourgeois and capitalist 
society, but also pointed to its tendencies to com-
moditization and alienation. Weber described the 
rationalization of the world, indicating at the same 
time that it would lead us to a mechanized and spir-
itless world. Durkheim highlighted the progressive 
functional differentiation of the new division of la-
bor, predicting not only a new form of solidarity 
(the organic), but also the potential risks of ano-
mie it generated. Simmel, finally, put the theme 
of individualization and announced the tragedy 
of culture and neurasthenia as new pathologies 
of the modern world. Following the spirit of the 
classics, I propose in this presentation that sociol-
ogy, in order to make a historical diagnosis, needs 
to recover the discussion around the idea of total-
ity and place as a regulatory ideal of knowledge 
a horizon of totalization. The entire postmodern 
deconstruction of universality and totality is only 
worthwhile when it is placed in favor of an even 
greater horizon of totalization, being totality seen 
here as the most universalizable possible point of 
view, even if never universal, that is, a perspective 
capable of including (and not excluding) points of 
view not only of humans, but of institutions, ani-
mals, plants, objects, etc.
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3. Feminism Since and Beyond Beauvoir: 
Gender Struggles 70 Years after the Second 
Sex

SESSION ORGANIZERS:

Mariana TEIXEIRA, Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Conviviality-Inequality in Latin 

America (Mecila), Brazil/Germany

Ingrid CYFER, Federal University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

CHAIR:

Olga Alejandra Sabido RAMOS, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Mexico 

Re-Reading Beauvoir: The Normative 
Social Vision of the Second Sex

Minako KONNO, 
Tokyo Woman’s Christian University, Japan

Abstract: Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex 
has been an inspiration to many people since its 
publication. Indeed, as each generation of readers 
has drawn context-specific insights from this book, 
it behooves us to explore the ways in which this 
work may be relevant to the contemporary social 
world and its problems. As the “mainstreaming” of 
feminism and gender consciousness reaches a high 
point, and as the achievements—and failures—of 
70 years of feminist struggle become increasingly 
clear, we need to return to this work and to Beau-
voir’s normative social vision. Recent research has 
underscored Beauvoir’s contribution to the devel-
opment of existentialist thought, placing her work 
in a context wider than feminism per se. Although 
this has been an admirable project, it is a mistake 
to reduce her work to existentialist philosophy. 
Rather, the real value of her work is in her vision 
of the social, interpersonal relationships that com-

prise what we can call “society”. She did not iden-
tify herself as a philosopher; however, this should 
not be understood as an indication of her intellec-
tual modesty, as some philosophers have claimed, 
but of her ambition to envision the social, a much 
larger domain. To understand the true scope of 
the social vision expressed in The Second Sex, this 
paper re-examines the development of Beauvoir’s 
thought from her earlier works, Pyrrhus and Cin-
eas and The Ethics of Ambiguity, and supplements 
this analysis with various sources pertaining to her 
life and the social milieu in which she worked and 
on which she cast a critical eye. This reconstruc-
tion of the scope of her social vision allows us to 
re-evaluate her relevance to, and potential for, 
ameliorating our contemporary social world. It 
also identifies how to move beyond her perspec-
tive in a manner that sincerely respects her as the 
mother of postwar feminism.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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Embodied Emancipatory Interest: 
Beauvoir and the Ambiguities of 
Lived Experience

Mariana TEIXEIRA, 
Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Conviviality-Ine-
quality in Latin America (Mecila), Brazil/Ger-
many

Abstract: The focus of this presentation is the 
ways in which the vulnerability of marginalized 
groups has been seen as either an asset or a liabil-
ity when it comes to understanding and resisting 
oppression. I will address the epistemic advantages 
and disadvantages of the subaltern perspective – 
specifically the perspective of women. I will start 
by clarifying what I mean by vulnerability, and ex-
ploring both its disempowering and its potential-
ly empowering dimensions. In order to do that, I 
will resort to two strands of feminist thought with 
opposing views: theories of epistemic injustice, on 
the one hand, which see vulnerability and domi-
nation mainly as epistemically debilitating; and 
standpoint theories, on the other, which take the 
unique position of the dominated and vulnerable 
as a potential source of knowledge and political ac-
tion. Both stances, I argue, are overly unilateral in 
their assessment of vulnerability. After challenging 
both views, I will argue that Simone de Beauvoir’s 
approach to complicit subjection and her notion 
of ambiguity - as we can find in The Ethics of Am-
biguity (1947) and The Second Sex (1949) - can 
still be helpful to avoid an overly simplistic answer 
to this impasse. Because Beauvoir sees both a desire 
for and a fear of recognition in those subjected to 
oppression, vulnerability cannot be regarded une-
quivocally neither as empowering nor disempow-
ering. In conclusion, I will raise some challenges to 
Beauvoir’s emphasis on bad faith and the individu-
al responses to the exploitation of one’s vulnerabil-
ity, inquiring whether we can think of an approach 
that takes into account the (often fatal) risks of 
openly acknowledging and resisting subjection.

Excluded and Included Bodies in 
the Second Sex

Emma MCNICOL, 
Monash University, Australia

Abstract: In this paper I argue that Simone de 
Beauvoir’s The Second Sex identifies and instan-
tiates the problem of essentialism. Early into the 
text, Beauvoir indicts a broad gender essentialism 
whereby women’s biology grounds their political 
and social subordination and explicitly rejects the 
idea that there is an “essence” of woman. Never-
theless, Beauvoir’s argument has been consistently 
charged with modelling different forms of es-
sentialism and I will explore the history of these 
essentialist critiques as they relate to Beauvoir’s 
depiction of the female body. A wave of feminist 
commentary commencing in 1978 and ending in 
1988, asserted that Beauvoir’s depictions of the 
puberty, pregnancy, menstruation and childbirth 
suggested that women’s bodies condemned them 
to alienation and misery, framing Beauvoir’s argu-
ment as a fatalistic biological essentialism (“the bi-
ological essentialist critique”). In the late 80s and 
onwards – inspired by Elizabeth Spelman’s noto-
rious 1988 text Inessential Woman – The Second 
Sex was charged primarily with a form of essen-
tialism that excludes women who are not white 
and not middle-class (“the exclusionary argument 
against essentialism”). In this paper I do not in-
tend to inoculate Beauvoir against these critiques, 
however I will argue that the essentialist critique 
misses a key aspect of Beauvoir’s program, specifi-
cally Beauvoir’s engagement with the phenomeno-
logical conception of the ‘living body’. I argue that 
if we take Beauvoir’s engagement with the ‘living 
body’ into consideration, we start to see that Beau-
voir critically identifies the problem of essential-
ism more than is commonly thought. In particular, 
Beauvoir carefully depicts women as grasping their 
bodies as alienated and negative, rather than con-
demning them to an alienated future relation to 
their body, as the essentialist critics contend.
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S. De Beauvoir Critique and 
Psychoanalysis Actualizations

Inara MARIN, 
State University of Campinas, Brazil
Rafael Augusto PALAZI, 
Universidade Estadual de Campinas, Brazil

Abstract: Simone de Beauvoir formulates in her 
book The Second Sex a critique of Freud’s psycho-
analytic theory. It is specifically in Chapter II of 
the book that Beauvoir appear as one of the first 
philosophers to place psychoanalysis under the 
scrutiny of a critical reading from the standpoint 
of feminist philosophy. Precisely for this reason 
it opens a feminist agenda of critique of psycho-
analysis that seeks to incorporate psychoanalysis 
as an important discipline analyzing gender and 
sexuality issues. In this presentation we will raise 
the main arguments of Chapter II with a view to 
constructing the update of Freudian psychoan-
alytic elements. On the one hand, aware of the 
need for criticism of psychoanalysis on the part of 
feminist theory, we will take a stand against which 
critiques of Beauvoir could be incorporated into 
psychoanalytic theory and which concern the me-
diations that defined the author’s reading of psy-
choanalysis. We highlight the fact that Beauvoir 
understands that the process of female psychic 
construction takes place through the mutilation of 
her own. This occurs at both corporeal and sym-
bolic levels: corporeal due to the complexity of the 
formation of female eroticism, which is configured 
in two distinct systems, namely, clitoral and vagi-
nal; symbolic because it follows that the female li-
bido would be understood as a deviation, being the 
woman more susceptible to neuroses. On the oth-
er hand, following Beauvoir’s spirit, we propose an 
update of Freud insofar as she herself understood 
psychoanalysis as a fundamental discipline for un-
derstanding the body as clothed with humanity, or 
rather, as a result of an affective and reflective pro-
cess. Thus, we understand that there is a fuitifull 
potential in psychoanalysis actualizations as a phil-
osophical and feminist research agenda regarding 

contemporary gender challenges.

The “Body As Situation” in the 
Feminist Contentions

Ingrid CYFER, 
Federal University of Sao Paulo, Brazil

Abstract: Judith Butler, in her reflection on the 
subject of feminism, denounced the exclusions 
that derive from the “universal woman”. On the 
other hand, Seyla Benhabib formulates another 
conception of the subject in order to find a way 
of contextualizing the subject while preserving 
what she considers fully committed in Butler’s ar-
gument: the possibility of justifying a normative 
conception of gender equality and political agen-
cy. However, it seems that Benhabib has not been 
completely successful in her formulation because 
the core of the self in her model is neutral regard-
ing gender. In order to try to resolve the “deficit 
of contextualization” in Benhabib’s account of 
the subject, Simone de Beauvoir’s conception on 
subjectivity is introduced into this debate. The 
main claim of this article is that the conception of 
subjectivity that Beauvoir sets in The Second Sex 
could complement Benhabib’s conception of the 
subject with a more embodied self that would be 
compatible with both, the demand of contextual-
izing the subject and the theoretical and political 
commitments of feminist critique to gender equal-
ity.

Between Resonances and 
Dissonances: Simone De Beauvoir’s 
Thought on Contemporary 
Emancipatory Struggles

Elena DE OLIVEIRA SCHUCK, 
Centro Brasileiro de Análise e Planejamento 
(CEBRAP), Brazil

Abstract: Simone de Beauvoir’s masterpiece 
“The Second Sex” is considered by many scholars 
as a turning point of second wave feminism. Her 
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ideas were central to the creation of Mouvement 
Libération des Femmes(MLF), an important so-
cial movement raised in the post May 68 political 
scenario in Paris whose aim was to bring to discus-
sion topics such as counter-power and deconstruc-
tion of discourses and practices based on power 
relations between the sexes. In the meantime, as 
a consequence of her theoretical arguments over 
women’s right to her own body, Beauvoir together 
with Gisèle Halimi created Choisirin1971, an or-
ganization focused on struggle for decriminaliza-
tion of abortion in France. Her idea of “becoming a 
woman” was very debated on feminist scholarship, 
and her approach was usually seen as “universal”. 
Howeverthe impact of Beauvoir’s ideas as well as 
the political of MLF during the 1970’s has raised 
controversy over the last years. By evoking decolo-
nial practices of feminist thought, Françoise Vergès 
denounces the colonization of the wombs of Black 
women by the French state in the 1960s and 1970s 
through forced abortions and the forced steriliza-
tion of women in French foreign territories. She 
also points to the omission of MLF after the scan-
dal was revealed in France. This paper intends to 
point the blind spots on Beauvoir’s thought: how 
to bring a perspective that highlights a critical 
reading of its whiteness, its ignorance of colonial 
and racial questions? By bringing Françoise Vergès 
critics combined with black women approaches - 
such as Grada Kilomba and bell hooks - I aim to 
explore resonances and dissonances of Beauvoir’s 
ideas to revise the space and temporality of eman-
cipatory struggles not only of women, but of new 
political subjects that are raising their voices.
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4. How Is Society Possible? Relational and 
Processual Sociology after Simmel

SESSION ORGANIZER:
Natàlia CANTÓ-MILÀ, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain

CHAIR:
Marcia CONSOLIM, Federal University of São Paulo, Brazil

The Strange Academic Career 
of Georg Simmel: Misfortune As 
Success Model in the Long Run

Hans-Peter MÜLLER, 
University of Berlin, Germany

Abstract: Georg Simmel was a highly successful 
sociologist in his time but unsuccessful in terms 
of an academic career. Why is that? One answer is 
antisemitism and this is not false but incomplete. 
By delineating his philosophical and sociological 
“trajectoire” I want to show that it was highly dif-
ficult for his contemporaries to follow Simmel’s 
line of thought. As a consequence, he was basically 
misunderstood. In the paper I will try to show why 
this “stranger in the academe” (Coser) was so per-
sistently misperceived.

From Neurasthenia to War: A 
Simmelian Account of the New 
Authoritarian Wave

Arthur BUENO 
University of Frankfurt, Germany 

Abstract: This paper advances an interpretation 
of Simmel’s ontological relativism which emphasis-
es its dialectical underpinnings as well as his role as 
predecessor of Frankfurt School Critical Theory. 
It does so by discussing his definition of money as 
an absolute tool and the latter’s expression in ‘hy-
pertrophied’ or ‘pathological’ forms of individual 
action and experience: greed, avarice, squandering, 
asceticism, cynicism, and the blasé attitude. This is 
a fundamental dimension of Simmel’s approach to 
the money economy and his diagnosis of modern 
culture, one that was articulated in terms of a ‘colo-
nization of ends by means’ and is present through-
out his oeuvre from 1889 to 1918. Simmel’s argu-
ments in this regard offer a point of entry into a 
core aspect of his philosophy of money and his the-
ory of modernity, both of which take the form of 
a ‘dialectics without reconciliation’ (Landmann). 
They moreover prove crucial to his characteriza-
tion of modern psychological life as ‘neurasthenic’, 
i.e. continuously oscillating between urgency and 
exhaustion, saturation and insufficiency, ‘hyper-
esthesia’ and ‘anesthesia’. In conclusion, the paper 
will address the actuality of Simmel’s theory of 
monetary pathologies by discussing how it con-

Joint Session with RC08 History of Sociology

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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tributes to understanding contemporary forms of 
social psychological malaise (e.g. depression and 
burnout) and their political expressions.

Relational Imaginaries of the Future

Natàlia CANTÓ-MILÀ, 
Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Spain

Abstract: The objective of this presentation is 
to show how Simmel’s relational approach and his 
theoretical perspective in ‘How is Society Possi-
ble?’ can be applied to the study of our contempo-
rary imaginaries of the future. Concretely I shall 
focus upon the imaginaries of the future of (about 
and for) the young (aged between 15 and 30) in 
the Catalan province of Barcelona. Thus I shall try 
to answer the questions asked in the call for this 
session with an empirically informed analysis and 
theorisation of the imaginaries of the future.

A Relational and Processual 
Concept of Society

Volker H SCHMIDT, 
National University of Singapore, Singapore

Abstract: The paper proposed here argues that 
two fundamentally different understandings of 
society have informed sociology from its incep-
tion: (1) a concept that equates society with the 
nation-state or other territorially bounded and/
or demographically defined entities, and (2) a re-
lational and processual concept that emphasizes 
flow, movement, connectivity, and whose socie-
ty is placeless, delimited only by the (potentially 
unlimited) reach of the operations that establish 
and sustain it. The groundwork for the former was 
laid by Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Émile 
Durkheim and Talcott Parsons, who systematized 
what is today called methodological nationalism 
with unsurpassed sophistication. The roots of the 
latter can be traced to the works of Karl Marx, 
Ferdinand Tönnies, Georg Simmel and Max We-
ber. This specifically “German” tradition of theo-

rizing about society, which is in a sense continued 
by Niklas Luhmann, was completely marginalized 
after the breakthrough of methodological nation-
alism to global preeminence, to the point where 
today few scholars even seem to be aware of it. 
Given the growing skepticism about the tenability 
of methodological nationalism, it might, however, 
be worthwhile to recover it. The paper tries to take 
a step in that direction and to sketch some of the 
benefits such an endeavor could offer.

Why Interaction? A Reconstruction 
of Erving Goffman’s Early Works

Juan GONNET, 
CIECS-CONICET-UNC, Argentina 

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to recon-
struct the path that led Erving Goffman to the 
delimitation of interaction as a problematic field 
to sociology and from this, to the acknowledge-
ment of a social order that would be constitutive 
to it. In this way, we analyze the essays and articles 
that are previous to The presentation of self in the 
everyday life. From our perspective, the theory of 
interaction presented in this first author´s book 
appears as a conceptual answer to a set of problems 
that were defined in previous researches. The goal 
of this paper is to organize and systematize these 
preliminary approximations. Throughout this re-
construction it will be noticeable that the explo-
ration of interaction does not constitute an end in 
itself for the goffmanian project, but it represents a 
central contribution to a general theory of society 
and of social order.
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Emotions and Nervous Life: Visions 
of Modernity in Georg Simmel and 
Zygmunt Bauman

Esdras BEZERRA FERNANDES DE ARAÚJO, 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil
Anna Kristyna BARBOSA, 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil
Gabriel MAIA DE OLIVEIRA, 
Universidade Federal da Paraíba, Brazil

Abstract: It is characteristic of sociology, since 
its “birth”, the attempt to understand the dynam-
ics of modern life. Among the classics of the disci-
pline, such as Georg Simmel, this manifests itself 
through the observation of interpersonal relations 
- as in Die Großstädte und das Geistesleben (1903) 
- but without losing sight of the elements of a struc-
tural observation that is history-related - explicit in 
Die Probleme der Geschichtsphilosophie (1892). 
Understanding Georg Simmel’s place as a think-
er of modernity, and perceiving this question as a 
constituent restlessness of the whole of his work, 
this paper intends to find and point out some sim-
ilar factors in the interpretation of modernity of 
this social science classic and of Zygmunt Bauman. 
, prominent sociologist in the second half of the 
twentieth century. It is considered that through 
the analysis of the texts of both authors about the 
modern city, it is possible to understand how Sim-
mel’s notes are still relevant to the understanding 
of contemporary experience and the social con-
struction of emotions. To this end, the debate will 
seek to indicate how the elements of an emotive 
structure are presented in the writings on the spec-
ificity of modernity and life in the city of Georg 
Simmel - Die Großstädte und das Geistesleben 
(1903) and Philosophie des Geldes (1907) - and 
of Zygmunt Bauman - in the latter, with a special 
focus on Modernity and Ambivalence (1991) and 
Fiducia e paura nella città (2005) -, focusing on the 
insecurity and uncertainty debates. Thus, the work 

is oriented in an attempt to point out that the ef-
fects of modern experience indicated by Simmel 
appear in Bauman, and in the questions of trust 
and fear in the city, in the form of a structural in-
tensity of contemporaneity.

DISTRIBUTED PAPER
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Joint Session with RC32 Women, Gender and Society

5. Marginal, Informal, Precarious: Studying 
Work from an Intersectional Perspective in 
Different Societal and Spatial Contexts

SESSION ORGANIZERS:

Fabienne DECIEUX, Johannes Kepler University, Austria

Johanna GRUBNER, Johannes Kepler Universität Linz, Austria

Virginia PFLUECKE, B-TU Cottbus, Germany

CHAIR:

Virginia PFLUECKE, B-TU Cottbus, Germany

Migrant Care Work, Precarisation 
and Patterns of Stratifications in the 
Home Care Sector in Germany: An 
Intersectional Approach

Hildegard THEOBALD, 
University of Vechta, Germany

Abstract: With the introduction of Long-term 
Care Insurance (LTCI), Germany made universal 
long-term care support available. Embedded in a 
neoliberal agenda the policy scheme combines uni-
versalism coverage at a medium level of generosity, 
a market-oriented expansion and restructuring of 
the publicly funded care infrastructure and pub-
licly supported family care provision. Within this 
framework a complex mixture of different types 
of paid care work in distinct home care settings 
emerged; i.e professional home care organized 
within the framework of LTCI as well as house-
hold-oriented services and 24-hours live-in care 
arrangements within private households embed-

ded in a different set of regulations. The commod-
ification of care work resulted in different forms of 
precarisation of care work, an increasing employ-
ment of migrant carers followed by the develop-
ment of new patterns of stratifications within and 
between the distinct home care settings. Against 
this background, the paper focuses on the analysis 
of different forms of precarisation in distinct home 
care settings. The analysis includes: a mapping of 
the different forms of precarisation – characteris-
tics and distribution; an explanation of their emer-
gence within the interaction of long-term care, em-
ployment- and professionalization and migration 
policies; a description and explanation of emerging 
patterns of stratification among different groups of 
care workers embedded in an intersectional ap-
proach based on gender, skill levels as an indicator 
of socio-economic class and migration status. The-
oretically, the paper combines concepts developed 
within international comparative welfare research 
for the analysis of the institutional frameworks of 
policy designs, the different forms of precarisation 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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embedded in an intersectional approach for the in-
equality-related outcomes. Empirically, it is based 
on representative statistics, findings of representa-
tive inquiries as well as qualitative research for an 
integrated analysis of the developments within 
and between the distinct care settings.

The Ugandan Domestic Worker 
Global Labor Chain to Gulf States: 
Transnational Intersectionality, 
Violence, and Resistance

Michelle CHRISTIAN 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville, USA
Assumpta NAMAGANDA 
Uganda Hotels, Food, Tourism, Supermarkets & 
Allied Workers’ Union, Uganda

Abstract: Gulf states are increasingly relying 
on migrant domestic workers from East Africa to 
fulfill reproductive labor roles. Many of these do-
mestic workers experience abusive and exploitative 
conditions as precarious, invisible yet ubiquitous 
global workers. We apply a transnational inter-
sectional lens to the production of the domestic 
worker global labor chain from Uganda to multi-
ple Gulf states. By applying a transnational inter-
sectional perspective, and examining four migrant 
Ugandan domestic workers’ stories, we show how 
race, nationality, and gender inequities are repro-
duced across the chain and its violent manifesta-
tion on migrant domestic workers’ bodies. Do-
mestic workers are also resisting their treatment, 
however, and organizing with domestic worker 
advocates across the chain. Resistant actors, how-
ever, must contend with power imbalances across 
the chain, and the devaluing of Ugandan domestic 
workers’ rights and precarious forms of informal 
labor.

More Glamorous, More Marginalized: 
Self-Entrepreneurship, Gendered 
Career and Family of Female 
Youtubers

Yingqi CHEN, 
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong 
Kong 

Abstract: Imagining “have it all” in digital media, 
female YouTubers take advantages of combining 
professional career and domestic responsibilities 
in self-enterprising online business. Self-entrepre-
neurship in digital media is tradeoff between au-
tonomy and flexibility in high status but precarity 
and instability. Despite sufficient interest in work 
structure and conditions for female creators in 
digital entertainment industry, much of literature 
has emphasized additional affective labor of female 
YouTubers, however, less attention has been paid 
to the perspectives of gender and family. Based on 
online ethnography and in-depth interviews of 
female YouTubers, this study investigates self-en-
terprise experience of female YouTubers who face 
double marginalization in workplace and family 
sphere. How does female YouTubers perceive their 
digital entertainment career in persistence of social 
inequalities? How does female YouTuber’s digital 
career trajectory affect their family and intimate 
life? This study offers new insights into gender and 
self-entrepreneurship with social media technolo-
gies, and shows the interplay between family and 
career of women that double marginal status in 
digital entertainment field.

Precariousness and Gender at Work 

Gerlinde MAUERER, 
University of Vienna, Austria

Abstract: In my research on parental leave and 
part-time work, I discovered inconsistencies in de-
fining the parents’ labour market situation as pre-
carious. In parallel to existing gender inequalities, 
I saw that quantifying both parents’ breadwinning 
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income is not sufficient enough to giving insights 
into individual families’ financial background. 
Having included bi-national couples as well as 
employees of global enterprises in my research, 
parents working in a transnational context and/
or getting informal support within the family or 
in a globalized informal labour market (household 
& care workers, au-pairs), labelling my research as 
‘national’ partly seemed to be inadequate. Last but 
not least, some interviewees in my qualitative so-
ciological research on parental leave and part-time 
working in Austria (2013-2017), had received fi-
nancial support from their families (e.g. heritage 
and/or freehold apartments). However, finding 
consistent parameters for evaluating both part-
ners and/or a family’s general income situation, 
and connecting the results with the qualitative 
outcome in a gender perspective, was methodo-
logically challenging. Finally, a quantitative survey 
asking for both parents breadwinning income and 
further financial sources had been included, nev-
ertheless, these individual estimations were again 
mainly based on both parents gainful income. In 
my conference contribution, I would like to reflect 
upon and discuss these pieces of a puzzle in gen-
der, family and empirical research and raise further 
methodological questions in the session on inter-
sectionality, gender at work, precariousness and 
globalization.

The Other Side of Global Capitalism: 
Shifting the Misguided Debate on 
Interconnected Labour Relations 
and Contemporary Slavery 

David STRECKER, 
Goethe University of Frankfurt, Germany 

Abstract: Unfree labour has recently generated 
intense academic research. While two decades ago 
publications focused on raising awareness, the fact 
that unfree labour persists has today become gen-
erally acknowledged. The debate focuses on the re-
lationship of unfree labour and its conditions. The 
one position argues that local factors are decisive 

for the occurrence of unfree labour. Most do not 
deny that it feeds into global commodity chains. 
Yet they locate its main cause in an insufficient in-
stitutionalization of capitalist production due to 
legal and political shortcomings on the national 
level. The other position identifies capitalism as 
the root of the problem. They claim capitalism to 
be compatible with unfree labour or, in some ver-
sions of the argument, to require unfree labour. 
The political consequences are clearly manifested 
in the ILO’s policies which. Operating on the di-
chotomy of free vs. unfree labour, it is faced with 
scorching criticism. This paper argues that the 
current debate is misguided and tends to either 
immunize today’s major counter-slavery programs 
against valid criticism or instead to fruitlessly opt 
for vague and unrealistic alternatives. After sketch-
ing the debate and then arguing that capitalism is 
indeed compatible with unfree labour, the bulk 
consists in substantiating the claim that the ques-
tion of whether capitalism requires unfree labour 
is practically irrelevant because, firstly, conditions 
under which opportunities for preventing the tak-
ing advantage of unfree labour by means of legal 
and political control do not present a realistic al-
ternative (in addition to not being compatible 
with liberal principles); and, secondly, legal and 
pollitical initiatives have been partially successful. 
The first is illlustrated by looking at bonded labour 
in India, especially newly developed forms; the 
second by looking at Brazil. The paper thus argues 
for a pragmatic approach that takes a principled 
caveat seriously and confronts the promoted strat-
egies with their shortcomings.
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Producción Legislativa Sensible Al 
Género En Materia Laboral Dentro 
De La Cámara De Diputados En 
México, 1997-2018

Cinthia PLASCENCIA, 
Universidad de Guanajuato, Mexico

Abstract: El objetivo de esta ponencia es pre-
sentar los avances de una investigación en curso 
que plantea conocer cuál es la aportación de las 
Diputadas Federales Mexicanas en la formulación 
de leyes sensibles al género en materia de derechos 
laborales. Mediante el recuento de los principales 
estudios en la materia, el abordaje de la problemáti-
ca laboral para las mujeres y el repaso de las princi-
pales reformas laborales de 1997 a 2018 (período 
que abarca el estudio), se dará una amplia fotografía 
de la situación respecto a la representación sustan-
tiva y sus implicaciones en la legislación laboral. 
La importancia de abordar esta temática recae en 
que históricamente las mujeres han sido un grupo 
excluido de los asuntos políticos, fueron necesari-
as reformas estructurales en los sistemas políticos 
y electorales, impulsadas por grupos feministas y 
organismos internacionales, para que poco a poco 
la participación política femenina sea una realidad. 
Por ello, con la llegada progresiva de más diputadas 
al Congreso Federal es interesante conocer su actu-
ación y cómo representan los intereses de las mu-
jeres en un tema en particular importante para este 
sector, puesto que la integración laboral y el desar-
rollo profesional son indispensables para ejercer el 
derecho a la autonomía económica. 

DISTRIBUTED PAPER
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6. Metamorphoses of Sociology: What Can 
We Expect of It and Do about It?

SESSION ORGANIZERS:
Paulo Henrique MARTINS ALBUQUERQUE, Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil

André MAGNELLI, Ateliê de Humanidades, Brazil

CHAIR:
André MAGNELLI, Ateliê de Humanidades, Brazil

The Specter of May 1968 in the 21st 
Century: A Brief Social History of 
Postmodern Tribalism

Luis BARROS, 
Universidade Federal do Ceara, Brazil 

Abstract: Postmodern thinking has become 
widespread in the social sciences and humanities 
with consequences that we are still trying to as-
sess. I will address the current state of sociological 
thinking by looking at historical events that have 
recently shaped the discipline, focusing special 
attention on the events of May 1968. From the 
1960s onward, sociological thinking took on an 
anti-enlightenment bent with the rise of critical 
theory, identity politics, post-structuralism, and 
postmodernism. Thus, the primary purpose of this 
paper is to provide an interpretation of sociology 
together with an analytical reconstruction of its 
recent trajectory.

Sociology of Crisis and the Crisis of 
Sociology

Felipe MAIA, 
Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora, Brazil 

Abstract: How the study of crises could help us 
to understand the propalled crisis of sociology? So-
ciology has not been indifferent to the many crisis 
in the world. In fact, crisis of democracy, capital-
ism and the Anthropocene are main topics on re-
cent debates in the field. We could even feel a new 
mood in sociology concerning the production of 
big narratives, diagnosis of times or ontologies of 
the present. But we probably cannot acknowledge 
yet how the present crises are reshapping sociolog-
ical knowledge and intellectual activities, or even if 
it is effectivelly happening. In this paper I will draw 
on recent studies of crises to offer some insights 
into these questions and to evaluate the possibil-
ities of new diagnosis of times. I want to explore 
theoretical, conceptual and methodological chal-
lenges present in this kind of sociological work, 
i.e.: How are these works related to more classical 
diagnosis of crisis? How far have we gone in a more 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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stabilised concept of crisis? How do desciptive and 
normative questions are adressed? Is it possible to 
offer a more totalising view of the crisis? In this 
effort I want also to argue that the study of crises 
can be a good way to renew the relevance of the 
discipline both inside the sciences and the public 
sphere.

Theoretical Pluralism and the 
Foundations of Sociological 
Reasoning

Thiago PONTES, 
Universidade Federal da Paraíba (UFPB), Brazil 

Abstract: As social scientists, we are very famil-
iar with, and habituated to, the (epistemological 
grounded) necessity of establishing the theoret-
ical and conceptual presuppositions of our inves-
tigations. This scientific procedure is undoubtedly 
correct. The priority of the rational in the con-
struction of the object is well established within 
our scientific community - even the neopositivists 
concede that. Neverthless, however necessary this 
theoretical priority may be, it is not sufficient in 
itself to explain and justify the prevaling theoret-
ical pluralism in our discipline - and in the social 
sciences in general - without receding into relativ-
istic apories we are all well acquainted with. In this 
paper, we propose to integrate this justifed inquiry 
of the rational conditions of possibility of the so-
cial life with the less perceveid, but equally impor-
tant, question: how must the social reality be (i) 
if sociology, and (ii) if different, rival, and under 
some respects irreconcilable, sociological theories, 
are to be possible? (We can observe that the well 
known argument about different scientific para-
digms is not an answer: our question is precisely 
how they can be antagonstic in several respects, 
compossible, and claim to be objectively and em-
pirically grounded, at the same time.) In pushing 
this unavoidable questions to all its extent, we 
can, maybe, integrate the foundations of the social 
sciences in our proposal of a mode of existence that 
is historical in its constitution, and embraces mul-

tiple determinations (the same social act can, at the 
same time, be characterized by its ‘economic’ con-
straints, its ‘moral’ dimensions, its affective bonds, 
or rather its inner ambivalence, etc.) that are just 
derivatively analitical: they are first, and foremost, 
existentiallly co-inherent in the nature of social life 
itself.

Behaviour of Very Large Social Units 
after ‘Religion’ and ‘Society’ 

Haimo SCHULZ MEINEN, 
Institute of Sociology, Germany 

Abstract: After the deconstruction of key terms 
as ‚religion‘, ‚society‘ and ‚nation‘ as un-helpful to 
investigate neutrally, the scientific interest still is 
there how to deal and analyze social phenomena, 
including large and very large social units. In the 
last century the german macrosociologist Nor-
bert Müller („Civilization Dynamics“ I, II, 1989, 
1991) has given remarkable inputs how to use the 
findings of materialistic US-american cultural an-
thropology to describe „Very Large Social Units“ 
which we live in. Climate change responsability is 
just one indicator to show that even after scholarly 
deconstruction of terms we cannot stop investigat-
ing. This paper contributes to postdeconstructivist 
understanding and prediction of Very Large Social 
Units. „Over the last two decades, a growing num-
ber of academics who study ‘religion’ have noticed 
that the idea that is foundational for their scholar-
ship is fiction as something that is made, built, or 
constructed. This insight opposes notions of ‘reli-
gion’ as a thing or phenomenon that has always ex-
isted everywhere in one form or another and that 
continues to manifest itself in different traditions 
and configurations throughout the globe. Propo-
nents of ‚critical religion’ understand religion to 
be a somewhat incoherent, rather recent concept 
that is projected as an anachronism onto histo-
ry. According to this view, ‘religion’ is a modern, 
discursive product of differing, context-specif-
ic, dynamics of power with particular relation to 
the politics of colonialism and statecraft.“ (Naomi 
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Goldenberg, 2019) Similarly, this paper attempts 
to deconstruct ‚society’ and ‚nation’ to come up 
with a suggestion how to adopt anthropological 
terms and findings.

Human Being? What Do You Mean? 
the Sociological Crisis from the 
Subjective Point of View

Adrian SCRIBANO, 
National Scientific and Technical Research 
Council (CONICET), Argentina

Abstract: If sociology faces a crisis, it is because 
society is going through profound transformations. 
Within the framework of the consolidation of the 
normalized societies in the immediate enjoyment 
through consumption, the notions and practices 
regarding of what should be understood by the 
social subject are being vertiginously modified. In 
the second part of the last century, Bourdieu, Gid-
dens, Archer, Habermas, Bhaskar, Melucci, and 
many other sociologists and social scientists have 
discussed and developed various ways of under-
standing what it means to be a social agent. This 
paper seeks to propose an approach to the notion 
of the person as a basis for discussing the neces-
sary and urgent changes in the current sociology 
crisis. To achieve this objective, the following ar-
gumentative strategy is proposed: a) The connec-
tion between society crisis and crisis of sociology 
is summarized, b) the differences and similarities 
between individual, agent, actor, subject and per-
son as central nodes of the crisis in society is ex-
plained, c) is indicate how the above situation is 
connected to the missions and visions of sociology 
and, finally propose a possible discussion agenda. 
The paper proposes a dialectical view of the social 
person as a clue to reconstruct a notion of sociol-
ogy that allows us to elaborate a utopian view of a 
possible society.

Social Engagement and Sensitizing 
Concepts in Social Sciences

Silvia CATALDI, 
Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
Gennaro IORIO, 
University of Salerno, Italy 

Abstract: For a long time, the prevalence of 
positivist and neo-positivist positions has meant 
that in social sciences the issue of value-freedom 
was confused with the absence of values. In the 
history of social thought, a parenthesis has been 
represented from the Sixties and Seventies of the 
last century, in which there was been a participa-
tory and committed awakening of all human and 
social disciplines (Galtung, 1967; Gilli, 1971; Dia-
mond, 1974; Scholte, 1971; Leclerc, 1972). Subse-
quently, the following decades were characterized 
by the emergence of fragmented and specialist 
knowledge where values and social engagement 
seem have no space. However, nowadays, different 
voices converge on the need for engagement of so-
cial sciences, especially in the face of contemporary 
challenges, such as the ecological, political and 
social ones. On this track, for example there the 
public sociology (Burawoy, 2005), the postcoloni-
al thought (de Sousa Santos, 2014), the approach 
of co-responsibility and collective responsibility 
towards future generations (Apel, 1990; Jonas, 
1979) and the collective experience that has given 
rise to Convivialist Manifesto (AA.VV., 2013). A 
common point of all these proposals is the search 
for a new “universal point of view”, or rather in the 
words of some authors, a “pluriversalism” or “uni-
versalism of many voices”. Starting from this basis, 
the paper aims at the development of a sociologi-
cal imagination to see the changes which can take 
place and imagine a new future in a perspective of 
social inclusiveness and the promotion of a “multi-
ple protagonist”. In particular, the paper to focus-
es on a new interpretation of a category of human 
action, love-agape action, with the aim of investi-
gating its potential, both in analytical terms and in 
terms of design and action.
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DISTRIBUTED PAPERS

Critical Theory of Coloniality and 
Internal Colonialism

Paulo Henrique MARTINS ALBUQUERQUE, 
Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil

Abstract: The importance of refounding and 
unifying the theoretical debate on coloniality in 
the current world context is justified by the urgen-
cy of clarifying the new types of colonization that 
neoliberal capitalism is promoting by expanding 
the culture of consumerism and controlling the 
available material and symbolic resources. The 
development of the postcolonial debate in Latin 
America suggests that a Critical Theory of Colo-
niality is being formulated worldwide, articulat-
ing critical theory in the North and the various 
emerging sociologies in the South. The debate on 
internal colonialism is a way of analysis of this ap-
proximation of the geopolitics of knowledge by 
highlighting the complexity of interethnic, nation-
al and class conflicts in the dynamics of colonial 
power. The debate on internal colonialism may be 
the necessary connection to unite the many exist-
ing approaches to postcolonialism, including those 
on imperialism, dependence, and decoloniality.

Metamorphoses of Capitalism: For a 
Sociology of Technosciences

Marcos LACERDA, 
Ateliê Humanidades, Brazil; SocioFilo/IFCS/
UFRJ, Brazil

Abstract: The purpose of this presentation is to 
address one of the most vigorous parts of the work 
of Portuguese sociologist and philosopher Her-
mínio Martins. We are referring to his philosophy 
and sociology of technoscience, which is direct-
ly associated with an effort to renew sociological 
thinking, both in the more properly conceptual 
dimension and in an empirical dimension, in times 

of change, with the metamorphoses of contempo-
rary capitalism.

What you see in it, even more, is the description 
of a new social reality, or rather, the constitution 
of a new social form, which we will call here the 
society of commodity technosciences, the result 
of a gradual process of autonomization of the 
technical space. informational science as opposed 
to the natural-organic-social environment. This 
new social form has, among its defining charac-
teristics, commodity technosciences, liberal mi-
cro-eugenics, superexponential acceleration, and 
the uncertainty of the epistemic, ontological, and 
moral-normative consequences of experiments 
and achievements of technosciences. She still has 
as her moral philosophy technological gnosticism 
and the factic thesis of technique. Finally, among 
the main fields of knowledge that produce the 
technosciences of commodities we can highlight 
especially genetic engineering, biotechnology and 
artificial intelligence, of course taking into account 
their many variants.
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7. Phenomenology of Power: New 
Theoretical Approaches of the 21st Century

SESSION ORGANIZER:
Jochen DREHER, University of Konstanz, Germany

CHAIR:
Ingrid CYFER, Federal University of São Paulo, Brazil

Towards a Phenomenology of Power

Jochen DREHER, 
University of Konstanz, Germany

Abstract: Against frequent criticisms towards 
the phenomenological paradigm in the social 
sciences with respect to an alleged “oblivion of 
power” (Zygmund Bauman, Jürgen Habermas, 
Pierre Bourdieu), this paper presents reflections 
on a new phenomenology of power. I will reject 
this criticism by demonstrating the specific poten-
tial specifically of Alfred Schutz’s theory of the life-
world including his theory of relevance, also fol-
lowing Peter L. Berger’s and Thomas Luckmann’s 
social constructivism to conceptualize the phe-
nomenon of power with reference to the subjec-
tivity of the individual actor. In my presentation, 
I will disable this accusation and demonstrate that 
the pragmatic theory of the life-world, and in this 
context that especially the theory of relevance has 
the potential to explain processes of power con-
stitution within the tension between subjective 
experience and objective construction of the so-
cial world. I will show how the phenomenological 

concept of relevance functions as a regulative prin-
ciple for the construction of reality, as it structures 
and organizes the correlation of objectified knowl-
edge and the experience of the individual actor. 
Accordingly, I will argue that a theoretical concept 
of power based on the definition of relevance can 
capture the unique dynamic and process of power 
constitution within the relation of the objective 
world and the subjectivity of the individual actor.

The Power of Imposing Social 
Typifications upon Others: A 
Schutzian Account

Alexis Emanuel GROS, 
University of Jena, Germany

Abstract: It is often claimed that Schutzian 
phenomenology is unable to account for “sordid” 
aspects of sociality such as asymmetrical relations 
of power. Indeed, according to many of his crit-
ics, Schutz conceives of the everyday lifeworld as 
a “harmless” place, i.e., as domain that is safe from 
the dangers of power. As against this view, I intend 
to show that the Viennese phenomenologist pro-
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vides original insights on a specific form of social 
power that tends to be neglected by contemporary 
sociological theory, namely, the power of impos-
ing typifications upon Others. More specifically, 
Schutz deals with this issue in his paper “Equality 
and the Meaning Structure of the Social World”, 
where he also analyzes the alienating effects on sub-
jectivity of unwanted social categorizations, i.e. of 
socially imposed typifications that are at odds with 
the subject’s own self-interpretation. Especially 
drawing upon that 1955 paper, but also resorting 
to other texts by Schutz, my presentation will at-
tempt to systematically reconstruct his account of 
this particular form of power and to discuss its cur-
rent social-theoretical relevance.

The Duality of Power and the 
Phenomenology of Social 
Institutions

Carlos Daniel BELVEDERE, 
Universidad de Buenos Aires / CONICET, Ar-
gentina

Abstract: In a previous paper I dealt with power 
as a dual phenomenon, subjective as well as objec-
tive. Here I will focus on social institutions as one 
of the main phenomena of power. In accordance, 
I will argue that social institutions are dual phe-
nomena, involving a subjective as well as an objec-
tive aspect. With that aim I will draw upon Alfred 
Schutz phenomenological sociology. I will borrow 
his idea that social institutions are, on one side, a 
kind of knowledge at hand which makes it pos-
sible for a person to achieve his purposes at hand 
obtaining the intended results through pre-estab-
lished procedures, and, on the other hand, they 
are a part of the social world naively accepted in 
the natural attitude of the in-group which must 
be taken-for-granted by its members. Seen this 
way, social institutions are organized patterns of 
routines that allow people to master the problems 
of daily life without the need of redefining situa-
tions that have occurred many times before or of 
looking for new solutions to old problems that 

have already been handled satisfactorily. Yet, they 
are also cultural patterns of group live consisting 
of typifications and relevancies that define objec-
tive meanings such as social roles and role expec-
tations, among others, which the individual has to 
take into account in everyday life. This dual char-
acter of social institutions as power devices can be 
depicted in line with Anthony Giddens theorem 
of the duality of structure. In this view, social insti-
tutions are both, enabling and constrictive.

The System of Relevance in Alfred 
Schutz´s Work

Rosana MOTTA, 
UBA, Argentina 

Abstract: In Reflections on the Problem of Rele-
vance, Shutz shows that in order to study the prob-
lem of relevance in the sphere of perception, it is 
necessary to state that all perceptions imply the 
problem of election. This difficult problem makes 
us go to phenomenic field differentiating those 
elements that are to be interpreted afterwards. 
However, phenomena are not completely new: 
these have been already thematized, and they are a 
true possesion of the I, which have their origin in 
the correlation between empirical types and hab-
its. Things that we find in this world are not just 
things, they form a type, i.e, they look familiar to 
us. This way, considering the problem of relevance 
as the ripest fruit of the constitutive phenomenol-
ogy of the natural attitude, we present notions like 
selection, interest, attention, association and moti-
vation, that contributed to clarify how social envi-
ronment is organized upon typifications that deal 
in a direct way with the acts of conciousness and 
their cognoscitive modifications.

On Economic Relevances 

Daniela LOPEZ, 
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Abstract: Economic institutions have a major 
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presence in our everyday life. However, as Alfred 
Schutz clearly saw long time ago, they have lost 
their reference to human generating activities, be-
coming somehow anonymous. The reference to 
the generating activities is what has been lost in our 
institutions and what has led to the disaffection of 
the citizens towards them. Schutz was aware of the 
development of this type of anonymity, together 
with the restriction of our autonomy to decide our 
own relevances. However, he was convinced it was 
essential to get to know and distinguish them from 
the imposed relevances. Motivated by understand-
ing the process through which certain actors ques-
tion their relative-natural concept of economic life 
and institute alternative economic relevances, our 
paper aims at exploring an empirical case study of 
social economy in the City of Buenos Aires. In or-
der to approach the phenomenon we will enhanced 
the ideal type of the “well- informed citizen” by ex-
ploring economic concrete experiences, which will 
lead us to talk about an “economic citizen” ideal 
type. We will maintain that these well-informed 
economic citizens are able to choose the frame of 
reference by choosing their own economic inter-
ests, they are capable of gather information about 
the origin of the imposed economic relevances, 
and to dig where the anonymous economic powers 
which may overtake them lies.



30RC35 Newsletter | Winter 2019

8. Refashioning Collaboration

SESSION ORGANIZERS:
James MERRON, University of Basel, South Africa

Elisio MACAMO, University of Basel, Switzerland

CHAIR:
James MERRON, University of Basel, South Africa

“Yeah! Let’s Do It”: A Collaborative 
Exploration in Writing

Julia BUCHELE, 
University of Basel, Switzerland
Susann LUDWIG, 
University of Leipzig, Germany

Abstract: This presentation is about the article 
„From the perspective of space: A collaborative 
exploration“ (Ludwig and Büchele 2019). It is a 
reflection on the process and the product of writ-
ing collaboratively, which also takes into account 
our professional and personal background that al-
lowed for this collaboration in the first place. In 
an attempt to explore ways of seeing the authors 
engaged in a curious and playful collaboration of 
back-and-forth writing, the authors stitched to-
gether pieces of text but never thought to smooth 
out the seams. The process creates surprises even 
for the authors and more questions emerge. In-
stead of agreeing on the content, the authors put 
some simple rules in place. These rules are proce-
dural and keep the space for content wide open. 
In this sense, content and writing process overlap: 

Writing about space while creating space to think, 
play and work together. This collaborative method 
of writing allows for thinking along with each oth-
er, creating a text but without the urge to arrive at a 
conclusion, instead encouraging the reader to take 
the text as an invitation to collaborate and think 
along with the authors. Ultimately, the process as 
well as the product of writing together promote 
collaborative excitement and encouragement as a 
productive addition to critical feedback.

Friendship, Scholarship and 
Epistemic Commitment in Post-
Colonial Mozambique

Carlos FERNANDES, 
Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique 

Abstract: Sarah Stroud posits that friendship in-
volves not just affective or motivational partiality 
but epistemic partiality. Good friends, she argues, 
are more inclined to construct positive representa-
tions of their friend’s behaviors that they would not 
apply to nonfriends. Differently, Scott and Kawall 
argues that friendship is not an epistemological 
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obstacle. It strengthens the dialogical and collabo-
rative dimension of scholarship. This paper engag-
es with these three authors, in order to explore the 
relationship between friendship and scholarship 
in Mozambique. The paper has two arguments. 
Firstly, during the socialist period, the truth regime 
was based on a dualistic reasoning which divided 
‘friends of the revolution’ from their enemies (‘re-
actionaries’ ‘traitors’, ‘new explorers’ or ‘petty bour-
geois’). The place for nonfriends or ideological 
strangers were forced silence, re-education camps, 
exile or death. The academy was structured in the 
same logic: the production and legitimization of 
the scholarship of the friends of the revolution. 
In the end of the 1980’s with the disintegration of 
Mozambique’s socialism some scholars began to 
discuss the epistemic limitations of friendship in 
knowledge production. They claimed that most of 
the researchers produced a teleological history due 
to their loyalty to the party-state’s socialist ideolo-
gy. Secondly, in the present context of political and 
economic liberalization, we witness the return of 
the belief that research conflicts with friendship, 
but also a political re-appropriation of the con-
cept of friendship as a weapon against scholarship 
produced by private and state-independent re-
search institutions. FRELIMO’s definition of the 
enemy as opposed to friends are now articulated 
with metaphorical notions such as the ‘apostles of 
disgrace’ or ‘anti-patriots’. Stripped off from ideol-
ogy these new terms are linked to broad notions 
of national belonging and fatherland, rather than 
with the standards of epistemic responsibility and 
justification.

Reconfiguring Affected Labor As a 
Site of Resistance

Alexia CAMERON, 
Independent researcher, Australia 

Abstract: Through engaging with the concept of 
‘noncollaboration’ this paper suggests that labors of 
being affected—where value is generated through 
seducing workers, consumers, employers, brands, 

and audiences in concert with the atmosphere of 
the product—provide insightful and illustrative 
instances for noncollaboration on the ground. ‘Af-
fected labor’ constitutes both a primitive, intrinsic 
feature of social and cultural life—including the 
life of the mind—and a central lever with which 
capitalism functions and extracts surplus value 
from the temporal grip that feelings have over the 
body in the ‘heat of the moment’. That capitalism 
increasingly relies upon engaged ‘players’ being 
moved by one another means the product presents 
a key sphere for noncollaboration; the act of being 
affected contains a latent wealth of possibility as to 
the range of directions to move in thereafter. Such 
an opening for noncollaboration is developed in 
this paper as a logic of subversion: a paradigm shift 
to feeling affected. In exploring empirical and hy-
pothetical examples of, and potential for, harness-
ing the creative logic of being affected, this analysis 
renegotiates the essential place of the individual in 
critiques of neoliberalism.

Collaboration, Critical Realism, 
and the Sociology of Religion: 
Reflections on Intellectual 
Brokerage from Islamic Banking and 
Finance 

Aaron PITLUCK, 
Illinois State University, USA 

Abstract: This paper explores two projects in 
“economic theology” in order to arrive at a stronger 
methodological and theoretical understanding of 
contested forms of collaboration. Economic the-
ology is a nascent academic field of study that ex-
amines how transcendental concepts such as those 
found in theology influence economic life, and 
how economic concepts are (or can be) shaped by 
theology. Economic theology is also a practice in 
the world. With well over $2 trillion held in Islam-
ic banks and financial instruments, 97% of which 
is in Muslim-majority countries, Islamic banking 
and finance may be the world’s largest ongoing 
project to reshape economic relationships using re-
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ligious and sacred theorizing. My research is based 
on over 50 focused, ethnographic interviews with 
investment bankers and Shari’a scholars in Islamic 
investment banks. The paper’s strategy is to point 
out that Islamic banking and finance requires in-
tellectual brokerage between Islamic experts and 
non-Muslim experts in finance. Similarly, research 
in economic theology (and the sociology of reli-
gion more broadly) entails intellectual brokerage 
between researchers and subjects (collaborators) 
with often radically different ontological under-
standings of the existence and characteristic of 
Transcendental Being(s) such as Allah. Based on 
my research, I softly suggest that my practitioners 
appear to be using a philosophy of science termed 
critical realism (or at least some form of realism). I 
propose that social science researchers of religion 
would benefit from mimicking my informants and 
adopting a position of critical realism in their aca-
demic research, which I detail in the presentation. 
The task for the academic project of economic 
theology is in this respect identical to the practi-
tioner project of economic theology—to engage 
in intellectual brokerage to better understand our 
common world despite our socially constructed 
distinctive knowledges of that world.
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9. Simultaneity and Reception: Concepts 
to Analyze the Production of Knowledge 
between “South” and “North”

SESSION ORGANIZERS:

Alejandro BIALAKOWSKY, Universidad de Buenos Aires, CONICET, Argentina
Pablo DE MARINIS, Universidad de Buenos Aires, CONICET, Argentina

Gina ZABLUDOVSKY, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico

CHAIR:

Eugenia FRAGA, University of Buenos Aires (UBA), Argentina

Times and Spaces of Sociological 
and Social Theory: A Simultaneous 
Approach of “Peripheries” and 
“Centers”

Alejandro BIALAKOWSKY, 
Instituto de Investigaciones Gino Germani - 
Facultad de Ciencias Sociales - Universidad 
de Buenos Aires - CONICET, Argentina

Pablo DE MARINIS, 
Universidad de Buenos Aires, Instituto de Inves-
tigaciones Gino Germani, CONICET, Argentina

Abstract: The relationships between “peripher-
ies” and “centers” have been fundamental in de-
fining social and sociological theory, in indicating 
which productions have been considered as “the-
oretical” and which have not, as well as in under-
standing their concepts, analyses and diagnoses ‒in 
which reflections on those same “center-periphery” 
relationships have been included. This is the conse-
quence of having been developed in a field of ten-
sions between different local or national traditions 
in interaction with wider contexts, be they regional 

or global, with an imbalanced knowledge circula-
tion (of volume of flows, of legitimacy, of produc-
tion and circulation possibilities). To account for 
such questions, we will propose the simultaneous 
approach as a methodological tool of theoretical 
research, which questions certain ways of under-
standing sociology and social theory and, there-
fore, criticizes the relations of domination implied 
in them. For this, we will reflect on the complex 
connection between spaces and times in the pro-
duction of knowledge about the social. This means 
discussing both the “reception” and the “culturalist 
relativism” approaches. Both views can lose sight of 
the simultaneity of production, debate and circu-
lation of these elaborations. Although this hetero-
geneous simultaneity is crossed by inequalities and 
diverse relations of domination, these can only be 
understood within the framework of the complex 
nexus between South and North involved in sim-
ultaneity itself. In this way, we intend to contrib-
ute to a comprehensive study of sociological and 
social theory both in the South and in the North, 
in particular, in contemporary times. This study 
seeks to investigate how certain perspectives face, 
elaborate and intervene in the specific “theoretical 
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and epochal crossroads” that, although nationally 
situated, are fundamentally connected to each oth-
er: they are framed in a simultaneous and heter-
ogeneous modernity, which neither homogenizes 
such crossroads nor undifferentiates them, neither 
isolates them or makes them incommensurable.

Rituales y Religiones Cívicas. 
La Sociología De Durkheim y Su 
Aplicación En México

Gina ZABLUDOVSKY, 
Facultad de Ciencias Políticas y Sociales - 
UNAM, Mexico  

Abstract: La ponencia se basa en una re-apro-
piación de las teorías de Émile Durkheim para el 
análisis del papel de lo simbólico, las manifestac-
iones colectivas, los calendarios conmemorativos, 
y los rituales políticos en México. El estudio parte 
de la diferenciación entre lo sagrado y lo profano, 
y de una concepción de religión que, en la medida 
en que se basa en las creencias, representaciones so-
ciales y los estados de opinión, también puede ser 
punto de partida, para al estudio de las “religiones 
cívicas.” y sus manifestaciones en México y Améri-
ca Latina. El trabajo se preguntará sobre la vigencia 
de los conceptos y las teorías de Durkheim para el 
análisis de una realidad diferente a las sociedades 
europeas del “Norte” y a la Francia del fin del S 
XIX y principios del siglo XX en la que produce 
su obra. A la vez, en la medida en que Las formas 
elementales de la vida religiosa parte del análisis de 
las prácticas de los aborígenes australianos, el estu-
dio se preguntará hasta qué punto esta obra puede 
considerarse como una “sociología sobre el Sur” y 
en qué medida ésta es útil para el análisis de Méx-
ico, un país que, aunque está situado en el hemi-
sferio norte, en términos geo-políticos, como parte 
de América Latina, también es considerado como 
“el Sur”. A partir de estos puntos de partida, la po-
nencia reflexionará sobre las ambivalencias de las 
relaciones entre el “Sur” y “Norte”, tanto en térmi-
nos geográficos como de generación, producción, 
difusión y recepción del conocimiento.

The Limits of the Notion of 
“Reception” and Latin-American 
(neo) Baroque As a Key to 
Understand the South-North 
Production of Social Problems

Ana GRONDONA, 
Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Abstract: This paper is part of a wider project, 
aimed at building “contaminated genealogies”, as 
a perspective for a sociology of problematizations 
from the South. This entails, not so much to illumi-
nate the specificities of the emergence or reception 
of social problems in the peripheries, but to insist 
on the ways in which the later are also interwoven 
in the history of the emergence of devices, prob-
lematization, concepts and diagnoses that are usu-
ally presented as “self-produced” from the North.
As part of this broader inquiry, the present text in-
vestigates the ways in which discussions about Lat-
in American (neo)baroque (especially, the works 
of Severo Sarduy and Néstor Perlongher) alluded 
to the problems of translation, the logic of simu-
lacrum and retombée, since, we understand that 
they offer elements that allow us to transcend the 
“reception” or “circulation” metaphor. Even in its 
classical formulations (for example, in Alejo Car-
pentier), the critique of Latin American baroque 
and neo-baroque has demonstrated that these were 
more than creative appropriations of European 
styles and confront us with a destabilization and 
thematization of the original-copy relationship in 
a similar vein as the interests of our inquiry. After a 
section in which we address theoretical aspects of 
the approach, the paper presents an illustrative case 
(the debate on development styles between 1965 
and 1981) that, sets in motion the concepts of the 
first part. One of the issues that will interest us in 
particular is to discuss, from these results, the ways 
of thinking about the temporal-spatial dimension 
of the production of social problems also beyond 
the limits of the metaphor of “ coevalness”.
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From the South to the North: The 
Circulation of Latin American 
Dependency Theories in the Federal 
Republic of Germany

Clara RUVITUSO, 
Free University Berlin, Germany 

Abstract: Sociological research into the transre-
gional North–South circulation of knowledge in 
the social sciences and humanities has tended to 
have a unidirectional bias to date. The standard as-
sumption is that as a result of globalization, theo-
ries and methods are spread from the global North 
to the global South. Based on this premise, many 
of the studies of circulation focus on the transfer 
of knowledge in terms of ideas, traditions, authors, 
and concepts from the North to the South. Thus 
far, little attention has been paid to the transre-
gional circulation of theoretical approaches from 
the South to the North and their impact on the 
transformation of the European social sciences. 
Analysing the circulation of the Latin American 
dependency theories in the Federal Republic of 
Germany (FRG), my proposal addresses precise-
ly this gap. The focus is on entangled processes of 
institutional consolidation of area studies, North-
South mobility and the forms of reception (trans-
lation, modification, application in empirical 
research and rejection). Focusing on this little-ex-
plored direction in the circulation of social theo-
ry, the aim is to provide an innovative empirical 
case study regarding the conditions and forms of 
North–South exchanges within the unequal pro-
cess of the internalisation of the social sciences.

About Geopolitical 
Postcolonialism(s): Relating the 
Latin American and the Global 
North Academic Contexts 

Ingrid PAVEZI, 
Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Germany

Abstract: Postcolonial theories have been 

emerging in diverse analytical contexts worldwide, 
sometimes converging in meaning, and often di-
verging in their specific backgrounds. As a Brazil-
ian Ph.D. candidate based in Germany, I have been 
experiencing in my academic daily life the interface 
between the Latin American theories to postcolo-
nialism, with which I am familiarized, and the the-
ories that are usually spread within and from the 
Global North, where I am currently settled. In this 
sense, people in the Global North are used to the 
theories i.e. from Said, Spivak or Butler; but few is 
discussed in the Anglophonic context about Qui-
jano, Dussel or Lugones. Often, thinkers located in 
the Global North are considered universal, while 
those from the Global South are considered lo-
cal. Due this hierarchical and colonialist point of 
view, the result is that the North is considered as a 
source of knowledge, while the South has only case 
studies. From this necessity to decolonialize the re-
lation between both postcolonial approaches, this 
paper explores the premises of what is considered 
local and global in the production of knowledge; if 
there is a hierarchy of theorizing according to the 
geopolitical position of its academics, and how do 
we could decolonize and overcome this racist and 
hierarchical framework.

DISTRIBUTED PAPERS

The Francisco Marsal’s Sociology of 
Intellectuals: Social Genesis of an 
Intellectual Project

Alejandro BLANCO, 
Universidad Nacional de Quilmes, Argentina  

Abstract: In the second half of the 1960s the 
catalan sociologist Francsico Marsal developed a 
research program in comparative sociology of in-
tellectuals in Latin America that practically had no 
predecessors in the local intellectual tradition. In 
the Centro de Sociología Comparada at Instituto 
Di Tella he conducted two research projets (“The 
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socio-political essayists in Argentina and other 
Spanish-speaking countries” and “Contribution 
to a bibliography of the contemporary Argentin-
ian and Mexican essay 1955-1969”) and in 1967 
he organized a symposium on “Sociology of Intel-
lectuals”. Marsal gathered the main results of his 
research in several articles published in local and 
foreign academic journals (Marsal, 1966; 1967; 
1969 and 1970) and in two anthologies, The Lat-
in American Intellectual (1970) and The Political 
intellectuals (1971). In the context of which po-
litical and intellectual debates Marsal ´s question 
was inscribed? What intellectual traditions did the 
author mobilize in his approach to the problem? 
Why did intellectuals suddenly acquire political 
and intellectual relevance in the social science de-
bate? This paper will try to answer those questions 
from a démarche that implies an analysis of the 
market in which Marsal´s works were produced 
and offered (mainly the Centro de Sociología 
Comparada del Instituto Di Tella and the Revista 
Latinoamericana de Sociología) and an examina-
tion of the social and intellectual trajectory of its 
producer.

Turning the North Against the North. 
Dependence Theory As a Southern 
Alternative to Talcott Parsons’ Weber 

Alvaro MORCILLO-LAIZ, 
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Germany

Abstract: South America gave birth to one of 
the most successful adaptations of Northern so-
cial science to Southern social reality, the teoría 
de la dependencia. The present paper analyses its 
origins as an adaptation of the late Weber and as 
an instance of resistance against Talcott Parson’s 
structural functionalism and his reading of Weber. 
The paper does so by following these steps: it first 
summarises the current discussion about Weber’s 
reception in the US and comparing these events 
with the early reception among Spanish intellec-
tuals before the Civil War. Some of them would 
seek refuge in Mexico City and translate there 

Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft for the Fondo the 
Cultura Económica. In a second section, the pa-
per focus on the main Spanish translator and in-
terpreter of Weber, José Medina Echavarría, who 
around 1960 proposed an adaptation of Weber for 
Latin American in the form of a sociology of de-
velopment, which he devised while working at the 
ECLA under Prebisch and who was conscious of 
the epistemological and political limits of Parsons’ 
structural functionalism. The third section centres 
around Medina’s interaction with Fernando Hen-
rique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, one of Medina’s 
student. It adapts a material perspective, identify-
ing the iterations of two papers, one by Medina and 
collaborators, the other by Cardoso, which were 
discussed in different settings and then eventually 
merged into Dependencia y desarrollo en América 
Latina: ensayo de interpretación sociológica. The 
fourth section examines the Weberian elements 
grafted into the widespread Marxist explanation of 
underdevelopment to which South American so-
ciologists had stuck until then. In the conclusion I 
discuss how Guillermo O’Donnell built upon We-
ber – and Cardoso – in his theory of bureaucratic 
authoritarianism and argue that neither Cardoso’s 
nor O’Donnell’s successful adaptations of Weber 
to the South would have been possible on the basis 
of Parson’s translation.

Interpreting One Reception of the 
Debates on Intellectuals, University 
and ‘Modernization’: The Critical 
Perspective of Irene Cardoso 

Stefan FORNOS KLEIN, 
Universidade de Brasilia (UnB), Brazil

Abstract: This paper proposes to focus on a Bra-
zilian intellectual, Irene Cardoso, and specifical-
ly how she was able to formulate an original and 
instigating interpretation of the ‘modernization’ 
process suffered by the Brazilian university (and 
therefore its concepts of knowledge and intellec-
tuals). I shall take up a number of texts written by 
her during the decades of 1980 and 1990, which 
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focus thematically on the influence of the events 
around May of 1968, the military dictatorship in 
Brazil, as well as the ‘modernization’ process of its 
higher education institutions suffered through-
out the military regime and into the redemocra-
tization process. During this analysis, Cardoso 
takes up a number of viewpoints from the global 
“North”, specially from France and Germany, to 
name only some among the most relevant authors: 
Michel Foucault, Walter Benjamin, Max Weber 
and Alain Touraine. The concepts of subject, ex-
perience, Bildung, power, organization, corpora-
tion, intellectual and university appear as central 
ones to understand this trajectory, most notably 
concerning the type of intellectual work, foster-
ing a critical viewpoint and a deep dialogue with 
a vast array of sociological theories and forms of 
social thought (pensamento social) that transcend 
a narrow disciplinary notion. The idea is to, after 
presenting the main aspects of her work and the 
forms of reception, focus on how some of these 
concepts were critically incorporated, and formu-
lating the original thought present in her forms of 
intelletual work. This will also profit from the late 
influence on her work exercised by Beatriz Sarlo, 
foremost her discussion concerning intellectuals 
that was brought forward in 1994. As such I hope 
to shed light on an active reception that effectively 
explores specific contributions offered through a 
perspective peripheral condition.

El Análisis De Sistema-Mundo: 
Producción Teórica Del Centro y La 
Periferia

Francisco MENDOZA LUNA, 
Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico 

Abstract: La propuesta intelectual de Immanuel 
Wallerstein recoge, por un lado, la influencia de 
Fernand Braudel, y sus aportaciones sobre los es-
tudios de larga duración, y por el otro, las contri-
buciones de Raúl Prebisch desde la CEPAL sobre 
la distinción entre los países de centro y periferia. 
Este dialogo entre la producción teórica de países 

centrales y de países periférico permitió desarrollar 
el análisis de sistema-mundo que se materializó en 
uno de los libros más influyentes de sociología en el 
siglo XX: El moderno sistema mundial. El objetivo 
de la ponencia es discutir cómo el dialogo entre las 
distintas perspectivas conceptuales, provenientes 
tanto del centro de la economía mundo capitalista 
como de la periferia, construyeron un entramado 
conceptual de gran alcance explicativo. Me fijo en 
las condiciones sociales de producción y su impac-
to en el desarrollo de la propuesta intelectual de 
Wallerstein. Este análisis resulta particularmente 
interesante en la medida que el autor desarrolló 
una fuerte crítica a la forma en la que se habían con-
figurado las ciencias sociales en el mundo, preocu-
padas principalmente, por atender los problemas 
de Europa occidental y de Estados Unidos, lo que 
se denomina el norte global. No obstante, nuestro 
sociólogo considera que es pertinente construir 
dialogo con la producción intelectual de los países 
del “sur” para construir ciencias sociales históricas 
de mayor alcance explicativo y que consideren en 
sus análisis a los fenómenos como producto de 
interacciones complejas del sistema mundo. De 
acuerdo con Wallerstein, la crítica al eurocentris-
mo resulta en un reto intelectual preocupado por 
construir perspectivas analíticas de acuerdo con 
las necesidades locales, pero en constante dialogo 
con la producción de otras regiones. Su propuesta 
de análisis de sistemas mundo aboga por estudiar 
los fenómenos sociales de manera comparada entre 
distintas regiones.
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10. Varieties of Sociological Comparatism

SESSION ORGANIZER & CHAIR:
Sergio MICELI, University of São Paulo, Brazil

DISCUSSANT:
Arthur BUENO, University of Frankfurt, Germany

Sociology in Latin America in 
Comparative Perspective

Alejandro BLANCO, 
Universidad Nacional de Quilmes, Argentina

Abstract: La comparación de las trayectorias de 
los sociólogos mexicanos en el período compren-
dido entre 1940 y 1970 con las de sus homólogos 
brasileños y argentinos revela variaciones significa-
tivas relativas tanto a los patrones de carrera como 
a los estilos de trabajo intelectual. El objetivo de 
esta ponencia es comprender esas variaciones en 
función de propiedades morfológicas derivadas de 
los patrones de reclutamiento social, de las carac-
terísticas de las organizaciones académicas implan-
tadas en cada país así como de las relaciones entre 
campo intelectual y campo político vigentes en 
cada caso.

Introducing Rational Organizations 
into Patrimonial States? A 
Comparative Study of Donors’ 
Impact on Latin American Social 
Sciences (1940-1970) 

Alvaro MORCILLO-LAIZ, 
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Germany 

Abstract: Within the comparative study of or-
ganisations, academic ones like universities and 
research centres have received limited attention 
(Turner 1990; Geiger 2018). This is even truer if 
we focus on the available sociological literature 
about how Latin American universities and re-
search centres have developed since the early 20th 
century. In these countries, the passage from pat-
rimonial to more rational academic organisations 
occurred within states in which patrimonialism 
was more widespread (Lempérière 1992; Roniger 
2001; Mabry 1982) than in the advanced Western 
countries around 1900, the time at which rational 
scientific organisations first emerged (Rüegg 2004; 
Turner 1987). Despite the unfavourable environ-
ment in Latin America, some organisations moved 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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away from employing members of the professions 
like lawyers and doctors as part-time teachers. In-
stead of this personnel, who was selected in consid-
eration of their political and personal connections, 
and was also uninterested in, and unqualified to 
conduct research, some academic organisations 
began to hire full-time teachers and researchers 
with graduate degrees (Morcillo Laiz 2019). Cor-
respondingly, graduate students also “profession-
alized”. Approximately at the same time, differ-
entiation within the traditional departments like 
law and philosophy led to the rise of new degrees, 
and then departments, in sociology, political sci-
ence, economics etc. Through a comparison of the 
Mexican, Brazilian, and Argentinean social scienc-
es, this paper studies how the Rockefeller and the 
Ford Foundation as well as UNESCO contribut-
ed to facilitate the passage of Latin American uni-
versities and research centres from patrimonial to 
more rational organisations. Particular attention 
is given to a) the different local responses to do-
nors’ policies designed for the whole region; b) to 
local resistance to adopting the research agendas 
favoured by donors; and c) the unintended conse-
quences of foreign donors’ attempts to rationalise 
the Latin American social sciences. The evidence 
used in the paper stems from donors’ and recipi-
ents’ archives.

The Circulation of US Social 
Psychology: A Comparison of 
France and Brazil (1920-1940)

Marcia CONSOLIM, 
Federal University of São Paulo, Brazil

Abstract: This paper consists of a comparative 
study of the ‘sciences of man’ practiced in France 
and Brazil to analyze how sociological factors im-
pacted the reception of US ‘social psychology’ in 
the Interwar period in both countries. It is intend-
ed to highlight the following aspects: 1. The po-
sition of both countries in the transnational space 
and the relationship both had with the United 
States through public or private funding institu-

tions; 2. The role played by each national intellec-
tual tradition, Brazilian and French, regarding the 
new sciences of man; 3. The social and intellectual 
trajectory of agents, in particular related to edu-
cation, professionalization, and the international 
circulation of intellectuals in both countries; 4. 
The role of the institutionalization of the scienc-
es of man at various levels of education – primary, 
secondary, and third-level – as well as in scientif-
ic-technical social policy institutions. This involves 
showing that, despite the differences, both intellec-
tual contexts had the same oppositions: US social 
psychology was perceived as more positive and sci-
entific in opposition to a philosophical or abstract 
knowledge of French inspiration. Moreover, this 
perception results in both cases from contact with 
US research/authors, publicized by funding from 
US philanthropy. Finally, the same type of adap-
tation of new knowledge can be observed in both 
national contexts, resulting in greater theoretical 
and methodological eclecticism. The differences 
resulted from the relationship of intellectuals with 
the state and teaching institutions: in Brazil ‘social 
psychology’ was practiced by doctors and given 
prestige by reformist educators, institutionalized 
in recently created higher education institutions; 
in France it referred to a debate about the borders 
between psychology and sociology in the Dur-
kheimian circle and its competitors, whose insti-
tutional impact was restricted to extra-university 
scientific institutions.

Germani and Wright Mills: 
Simultaneity Around “Mass Society” 
in the South and the North

Eugenia FRAGA, 
University of Buenos Aires (UBA),  CONICET, 
Argentina
Emiliano TORTEROLA, 
University of Buenos Aires (UBA), CONICET, 
Argentina
Juan TROVERO, 
University of Buenos Aires (UBA), Argentina



40RC35 Newsletter | Winter 2019

Abstract: Gino Germani and Charles Wright 
Mills, despite coming from - and working in - dif-
ferent countries, not only share a same era that 
leads them to problematize similar social processes, 
but also their academic trajectories present a series 
of coincidences in what refers to journeys, books, 
intellectual interlocutors and political affinities. 
Thus, in the first place, both authors produce their 
ideas from the early 1930’s on, standing out, among 
others, the simultaneity of their conceptualiza-
tions about the emerging mass society around the 
1950’s. Secondly, it is suggestive that both think-
ers have worked in one of the most important ac-
ademic centers of the twentieth century: the city 
of New York. Thirdly, the Spanish translation of 
Wright Mills’s The Sociological Imagination, but 
specifically the inclusion of the controversial pro-
logue written by Germani in 1961, stands out as 
a milestone. Finally, it should also be noted that 
both sociologists maintained implicit and explic-
it dialogues in their works with the critical theory 
perspective of the Frankfurt School. All this raises 
the question about the location of the knowledge 
produced by both thinkers. More specifically, we 
ask in each case: from where and for whom do 
they write? In this paper, thus, we propose funda-
mentally two tasks. The first one aims to trace the 
ways in which the South and the North appear in 
both Germani’s and Wright Mills’s lives and works. 
The second will investigate how each of them have 
conceptualized the emerging mass society in their 
works, pointing out both their similarities and dif-
ferences.
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11. What Is Art in Contemporary Society and 
Sociology: Conceptual Interrogations

SESSION ORGANIZER, CHAIR & DISCUSSANT:
Sachiko TAKITA-ISHII, Yokohama City University, Japan

What Is Being Original? : Art As a 
Tool for Understanding Japanese-
Filipino Second-Generation Youth 
Life World in Japan

Rieko SEMBA, 
Yokohama City University, Japan 

Abstract: The purpose of this research is to ex-
amine the real life world of Japanese- Filipino 
Youth, second-generation immigrant who grew 
up in Japan after 1990s ( JFY). I attempt to co-cre-
ate a research project with JFYs, using Arts-Based 
Research (ABR) methods in order to establish 
an alternative sociological approach. ABR is a 
newly emerging methodology with artistry and 
art knowledge for the purpose of understanding, 
processes, and communication in all aspects and 
stages of the research process. I had held two series 
of art exhibit experiments with two JFYs, Sayaka 
and Akemi. This paper is based on the observation 
of the planning, preparation, individual working, 
publications and exhibits themselves. In particular, 
I observed how these two girls express themselves 
through their art works and interact with others. 
I also considered myself both as a researcher and 
artist, in order to reconsider the relationship be-

tween researcher and researched. ABR encourages 
the presence of each researcher’s personal inclina-
tions, preferences, orientations, and practices. In 
the prior researches, JFYs are defined as “the chil-
dren who connected to foreign country” or “cul-
tural minority”, and the subjects of “ethnicity” and 
“ethnic identity”. However some JFYs and other 
immigrant second-generation youths have already 
started to show their own thoughts against the 
power of categorizations by the researchers. One 
of my research subjects whom I interviewed in 
2016 stated that “I feel myself as a Filipina, I am ex-
cited and making noise. I feel myself as a Japanese 
when I become silent in the meeting for club ac-
tivities. In fact, I feel myself as an original! ” In this 
presentation I will present concrete details of my 
analysis and argue the possibility of art as a meth-
ods of co-creative research to expand the horizon 
of sociological inquiry and terminology.

Theatre Clownery As a Performative 
Analysis Method to Study Art Testers 
Initiative

Sofia LAINE, 
The Finnish Youth Research Network, Finland 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS
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Abstract: In Finnish history, the Art Testers is 
the largest cultural project directed at young peo-
ple. The Finnish Cultural Foundation took three 
age groups of eighth-graders to art institutions. 
Including the teachers, the national campaign 
will reach almost 200,000 individuals. The aim is 
to provide young people with an opportunity to 
experience art, also art to which many would not 
otherwise have access. Each school class will vis-
it two art events, such as theatre, art exhibition, 
concert or opera. This methodological paper ex-
plores theatre clownery as a performative analysis 
method to study Art Testers initiative. Together 
with my research colleague Maaria Hartman, we 
produced a half-an-hour long theatre clownery 
play out of our ethnographic experiences, i.e. in-
terviews with 116 youth and participatory obser-
vation situations at the schools and art locations 
with the young people. Methodologically, when 
the social setting is analysed as a performance, the 
focus is on corporality, presence and the pre-dis-
cursive. We presented our theatre clownery play 
first time at the International Children’s Culture 
Forum, Tampere, Finland in October 2019 where 
we had been invited as academic key-note speak-
ers. With theatre clownery we also wanted to make 
some of our primary results more approachable for 
the young people themselves. As I explain, theatre 
clownery was a strategic choice for many reasons. 
By hiding our identity we recovered the power of 
our acts. Performance theory gives central place to 
motion and emotions, as both actor and audienc-
es must be moved of a performance in order it to 
be successful (Eyerman 2005). In this paper I also 
analyse the reactions of audience and organisers of 
the Forum. Our method turned also to be a con-
testatory performative act (Laine 2012) opening 
new perspectives among both the observers and 
the participants, and it shed light to macropolitics 
of the Art Tester initiative.

Popular Music at the University: New 
Approaches from Alfred Schütz’s 
Sociology 

Jean SANTOS, 
Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul 
(UFRGS), Brazil 

Abstract: This paper discusses the belonging of 
popular music in the academic field from a soci-
ological perspective. Based on Alfred Schütz’s pa-
per entitled Making Music Together: A Study in 
Social Relationship, it is reinforced that making 
music in university should be the subject of both 
a sociological and a musicological discussion. The 
points brought by Schütz about the social rela-
tionships involving making music underpinned 
my doctoral thesis which revealed that students 
of new popular music courses seek higher educa-
tion courses in music for different reasons which 
including being in touch and meeting new musi-
cal partners. In these interactions, understood by 
Schütz during the performance as moments of in-
timate attunement, new experiences of knowledge 
exchange arise and, consequently, the broadening 
of the understanding of what it is to do music. The 
awareness that making music is a social interaction 
and that musicians are agents of this interaction 
is little discussed in the academic music’s world, 
much less by sociological view. Concerned about 
the technique of their instruments, the character-
istics of the styles of the songs to be performed, 
the musicians do not understand their roles in the 
act of musical performance. Higher popular mu-
sic courses emerged late in Brazil (1989) because it 
was understood that the repertoire of popular mu-
sic should be learned in bars and nightclubs, not 
in the academic environment (it was just faced as 
an informal learning). Thus, as a professor of one 
of the most recent popular music courses in Brazil 
(2012), I dedicate myself to understanding, from 
the perspective of everyday-life sociology, how 
these students learn, teach and develop as musi-
cians in higher education courses in popular music.
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12. Critical Social Theory Today, Part 1

SESSION ORGANIZER:
Arthur BUENO, University of Frankfurt, Germany

CHAIR:
Ana Beatriz MARTINS, University of Sydney, Australia

Proposing a Social Theory for the 
21st Century Global Society

Kokichi SHOJI, 
University of Tokyo, Japan

Abstract: Increasingly we need a new social 
theory to cope with a drastically changing glob-
al society. The system of civil societies have been 
gradually ending that were built for the past five 
hundred years by major European, American and 
Japanese nations on the sacrifices of the other peo-
ples who had had their own civilizations. Almost 
all these people got independence and found their 
own ways of development by the second half of the 
20th century as newly emerging nations. On the 
head of them is running China that, overcoming 
serious disorders such as the Great Leap Forward 
and the Great Cultural Revolution, began the Re-
form and Open to continue economic growth so 
as to become the second greatest economy in the 
world. India, East Asian and Latin American na-
tions have been trying to catch it up. Thus, in the 
21st century, there are three major modes of pro-
duction---the American neo-liberal capitalism, Eu-

ropean socially-inclined capitalist economies and 
the Chinese market socialism. The last one consists 
of their own ‘private’ enterprises, foreign ones and 
state-owned ones, all of which are roughly con-
trolled by the one-party rule of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. We don’t know what kind of econ-
omies the following newly-emerging nations such 
as India and others will take, but we are able to say 
all following economies will learn China’s one. So, 
the global economy of this century will be formed 
in a mixed way of market, capitalism and socialism. 
On these mixed bases, societies will be constructed 
in more or less different ways than American, Eu-
ropean and Japanese civil societies. How should we 
name and analyze these newly-emerging societies? 
In this paper, we try to formulate a critical frame 
of reference to inquire into these societies, using a 
people’s society instead of a civil society.

Critical Crisis Theories? 

Roland ATZMUELLER, 
Johannes Kepler University, Austria 

Abstract: The paper assesses so-called political 
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crisis theories (O’Connor 1987) which were de-
veloped by people Claus Offe (1973) and Jürgen 
Habermas (1972) (and from a different theoret-
ical strand, Nicos Poulantzas) in the crisis of late 
capitalism/Fordism, for a deeper understanding of 
finance dominated accumulation. These approach-
es tried to understand the role of the in the crisis 
of (fordist) capitalism not only because the inter-
ventionist state of late capitalism/Fordism tried to 
manage the crisis but even more so because these 
approaches could show that the crisis prone devel-
opments in late capitalism/Fordism, which threat-
ened its reproduction, did not simply emerge log-
ics of capital accumulation. Rather they showed 
how in particular (welfare-state) activities which 
were developed to manage the destructive effects 
of capitalist accumulation created crisis tendencies 
of its own (eg crisis of legitimacy/loyality, ration-
ality etc). Habermas and Offe did not envisage the 
transformative capacity of the CMP and the emer-
gence of neoliberal reform projects this at this time.
However, the theoretical core of their argument is 
still helpful to understand the contradictory devel-
opments concerning the reproduction of the CMP 
in and through crisis in finance capitalism. In this 
context the attack on welfare system but also the 
transformation of labour processes in particular in 
the global north is crucial. This shifts the burden 
of coping with crisis onto individuals (and their 
family household), their ability and willingness to 
constantly adapt their labour-power under a hu-
man capital oriented mode of regulation, and to 
develop their subjective abilities in a post-Taylorist 
form to secure reproduction through change and 
to reify their labour power. Thus, the permanent 
re-composition of their “Arbeitsvermögen” consti-
tutes a crucial mechanism of the reproduction of 
the relations of production. Thereby, the latter is 
transformed into a pedagogical relation through 
which the hegemony of capital over the former is 
secured.

Stasis: Towards a Theory of In-
Activity

Alexandra MACHT, 
Uppsala University, Sweden 

Abstract: This presentation is based on my sec-
ond book ‘Stasis’ which aims to provide a critical 
account of the ‘doing’ trend across three core area 
in Sociology: Gender studies, Sociology of fami-
ly life, Sociology of emotions. The critical focus 
falls on unpacking several linked concepts: such as 
David Morgan’s ‘doing family’, Monique Scheer’s 
‘doing emotions’ and West and Zimmerman’s 
‘doing gender’. I set out to analyze ‘doing’ from a 
post-feminist perspective inspired by the work of 
Gayatri C. Spivak and analyze the ‘othering’ of 
sociological concepts by comparing it to the no-
tion of ‘wu wei’ (Collins, 2009). The book depicts 
a concern with how social actors remain ‘human 
beings’ even if they are increasingly positioned as 
‘human doings’. I argue that this trend is based 
on a masculinist reconfiguration of sociology en-
couraged by Western neo-liberal transformations. 
The main argument I shall make is that critically 
assessing the concept of ‘doing’ through a feminist 
and a post-colonialist theoretical lens allows us to 
consider this trend as a form of ‘masculinism’ that 
has seeped into the sociological imagination due to 
the neo-liberal reorganization of current academic 
institutions in the UK. To portray this infusion of 
masculinism in the social sciences, I engage with 
an Eastern approach to sketch potential solutions 
and new avenues for developing critical social the-
ory. This is why I present the theoretical salience 
of the concept of ‘wu-wei’ in making a case for 
non-action or un-doing. By doing this I attempt to 
expand the sociological imagination in providing 
creative alternatives to how the social world can 
be studied. I also caution against ‘othering’ specif-
ic areas of knowledge in the discipline, and lastly 
hope to inspire a consideration of whether we are 
indeed going too far into the ‘doing’ trend while 
neglecting ‘being’.
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Critical Theory and the Diagnosis of 
Our Time: Tensions between Analysis 
of Given Realities and Formulation 
of Utopias

Emil Albert SOBOTTKA, 
Pontifical Catholic University at Porto Alegre, 
Brazil 

Abstract: For Critical Theory, the emancipa-
tion of situations of alienation, injustice and op-
pression has been a goal of social theory making. 
The engaged critical attitude of the theorist and 
an accurate diagnosis of the present, guided by a 
well-grounded theoretical reflection, have been 
the distinctive markers of this school since the 
publication of Horkheimer’s Traditional and Crit-
ical Theory. The normative character of emancipa-
tion, which guides Critical Theory, was described 
by Axel Honneth as a twofold possibility: that an 
increasing number of people and social groups 
can design and realize their own life project, and 
that more and more areas of life become afforda-
ble at free choice. While self-determination has 
been emphasized in the past, recent authors have 
emphasized forms of life or a successful life as the 
concrete utopia to be pursued. The present text 
intends to analyze two recent propositions of this 
tradition that translate its normativity: social free-
dom as concretization of recognition, defended by 
Honneth, and resonance as a way of relationship 
with the world and condition for a good life, as 
proposed by Hartmut Rosa. These propositions of 
concrete utopias will be contrasted with critical di-
agnoses, such as that of Wendy Brown, which em-
phasize more clearly the normativity of neoliberal 
logic and the constraints it imposes on everyday 
life. Behind this discussion is the question of the 
relationship between the relative weight of the elu-
cidation of the present time, on the one hand, and 
the inspiration that comes from the future that is 
sought, on the other one, in the elaboration of ep-
ochal diagnoses in Critical Theory.

Intellectuals, Resistance and 
Immanent Critique 

Stefan FORNOS KLEIN, 
Universidade de Brasilia (UnB), Brazil 

Abstract: The hereby proposed paper aims to 
initially take up the Minima Moralia (Adorno, 
1951), written in a context that combined scepti-
cism and despair with the necessity of preserving 
hope and fostering resistance, to shed light on a few 
of the contemporary problems revolving around 
conservatism and forms of authoritarianism. Hav-
ing established its viewpoints, I move towards 
reflections of the end of the 20th and beginning 
of the 21st century, more specifically in the Latin 
American context, and establish a dialogue with 
the diagnosis brought forward by (Argentinian) 
Beatriz Sarlo and (Brazilian) Irene Cardoso. Sar-
lo’s discussion concerning the intellectuals (“Their 
power was anchored on knowledge. They thought 
that the diffusion of knowledge was a source of 
freedom. During a long time they did not take into 
account that knowledge could be an instrument of 
social control. But no one besides them denounced 
that knowledge could be an instrument of social 
control”, Sarlo, 1994) and Cardoso’s contribution 
on the articulation of politics and the universi-
ty (Cardoso, 2001) act as a second movement of 
thought to situate the context of how redemocra-
tization in the period following the widely spread 
military regimes in Latin America formed (bildet) 
the sociological outlook. Finally, in the last move-
ment I shall problematize the role of knowledge 
and intellectuals for our present context, consider-
ing the ideological expressions that mark contem-
porary social conflicts and, as such, pointing out 
in which ways immanent critique should be seen 
as even more relevant and poignant to resist under 
these circumstances. Hereto, aspects of organiza-
tional nature that surround the present intellectu-
al stance as well as problems concerning the form 
and content of critique appear as paramount to 
such a debate and shall be further deepened in this 
reflection.
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13. Critical Social Theory Today, Part 2

SESSION ORGANIZER:
Arthur BUENO, University of Frankfurt, Germany

CHAIR:
David STRECKER, University of Frankfurt, Germany

Why Does the Angel of History Look 
Backwards? 

Stefan GANDLER, 
Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro, Mexico 

Abstract: Why does Walter Benjamin’s angel of 
history look backwards? We find three reasons for 
this in Benjamin’s Theses “On the Concept of His-
tory”: Firstly, epistemologically speaking, looking 
backwards is both paramount and compulsory. In 
other words, the angel cannot look forward; he 
must turn backwards to get his bearings. Further-
more, because, ontologically speaking, the future 
does not exist. So-called “progress” does not lead 
us closer to a brighter future but rather carries us 
further away from paradise lost, and time is any-
thing but automatic, homogenous advancement.
Lastly, because, from a political standpoint, stop-
ping National-Socialism is impossible if it is re-
garded as an anomaly, a state of exception diamet-
rically opposed to inevitable progress. The angel of 
history looks behind him to protect tradition from 
corruption by the powerful, for battles are fought 
for the dead and defeated of past generations and 

not for promises of the future.

Mental Disorders, Epistemic Injustice 
and Recognition: A Discussion 
about the Present Time

Ana Beatriz MARTINS, 
University of Sydney, Australia

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to rescue 
Axel Honneth and his Recognition Theory (Hon-
neth, 1992) for the context of the growth of men-
tal disorders and the lack of empathy with these pa-
tients, putting his formulation – side by side – with 
recent social theories on the subject. Our starting 
point is (i) the alarming growth in the number of 
mental disorders worldwide, and (ii) the assump-
tion that this is not just an individual and psycho-
logical issue, but a social one, consequence of the 
present phase of capitalist modernisation. Faced 
with situations of illness, especially mental disor-
ders, patients are required to elaborate narratives 
and tell their stories, because this is how they give 
voice to their body, recover their voice in society, 
and gain their medical treatment (Frank, 1995). 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Joint Session with RC16 Sociological Theory
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However, often, their narratives do not reach rec-
ognition. Fricker pointed to a possible epistemic 
injustice that forces patients to create a narrative 
that makes no sense to them just to be recognised, 
or – in some cases – the people around underes-
timate the severity of their experiences (Fricker, 
2007). We will look at this phenomenon (mental 
disorders, narratives and recognition) from a dis-
cussion between Miranda Fricker (and her very 
actual concept of epistemic injustice) and Axel 
Honneth (and his well-known theory of recogni-
tion), discussing the following questions: What is 
the difference between them? What is Honneth’s 
relevance today for thinking about the significant 
increase in mental disorders? How does this relate 
to Rosa, too, and all his criticism of the accelera-
tion of time? To what extent does the analysis of 
this specific topic provide us with a critical over-
view of the present?

“Walking Backwards into the Fu-
ture”: Raymond Williams’ Contribu-
tions to Critical Social Theory Today

Caroline GOMES LEME, 
URCA (University of Cariri), Brazil 

Abstract: This presentation considers Raymond 
Williams’ theory as a social theory and not just a 
theory of culture. It is argued (despite the differ-
ent theoretical trajectories and working style) that 
Williams presents several points of contact with 
the tradition of Critical Theory, such as “Dialec-
tical Imagination”, interdisciplinarity, immanent 
critique methodology, critique of ideology and 
the conjunction of normative-utopian and analyt-
ical-explanatory elements of diagnoses. In his own 
way, Williams also thinks about the role of subjec-
tivity and culture in the process of domination and 
criticizes both the instrumental rationality and the 
reification of social relations. Critical of the Struc-
turalist Marxism, he rescues the dialectic between 
agency and structure, heterodoxly interprets the 
relationships between base and superstructure, 
and reformulates the concepts of determination 

and totality. Always aware of the importance of 
language, Williams – after claiming culture as pro-
ductive – advocates a change in the very notion of 
mode of production to mode of livelihoods. The 
intention is to underline that human beings’ rela-
tionships with nature, with each other and with 
themselves must be different from that of appro-
priation as a “raw material”. By opposing the cap-
italist rationality of competitive individualism to 
socialism in its original sense, linked to the idea 
of sharing (decisions and livelihoods), he criticiz-
es the logic of particular strategic advantages that 
have even contaminated the practices of leftist 
parties and movements. His proposals are sim-
ilar to the ones of Olin Wright about social em-
powerment socialism and his ideas bring original 
contributions to the present debate of the critical 
social theory (in a broad sense), especially those re-
garding the critique of neoliberal rationality in its 
various theoretical formulations, as well as possible 
alternatives related to conceptions of “common”. 
His concept of “mobile privatization” is another 
relevant theoretical finding, in a context in which 
elections are being decided over the internet.

Appropriation or Resonance? A 
Clarifying Comparison between Two 
Competitional Theories of the Fourth 
Generation of the Critical Theory

Tsuo-Yu CHENG, 
Nanjing University, China 
Youdie ZHAO, 
Huazhong University of Science and Technolo-
gy, China 

Abstract: Hartmut Rosa and Rahel Jaeggi are 
perhaps considered as two of the most remarkable 
theorists belong to the fourth generation of the 
Critical Theory. They are noteworthy not only be-
cause they both develop or reformulate the Criti-
cal Theory on the basis of the diagnosis of our re-
lationship to the world and deem good life as the 
goal, but also because their opposite attitudes to 
the same critical notions cause a theoretical com-
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petition in spite of their common departure point 
and aim. Jaeggi reckons alienation – namely the re-
lation of relationlessness – as the pathology of the 
contemporary society and suggests to appropriate 
(aneignen) the world through learning-oriented 
forms of life for solving the problem of alienation. 
Rosa, however, holds that the mere appropriation 
is just the reason of the contemporary forms of al-
ienation. From his point of view, resonance based 
on unavailability (Unverfügbarkeit) is the very 
condition for the possibility of good life. The aim 
of this paper is to scrutinize the competition be-
tween Rosa’s and Jaeggi’s theory for clarifying two 
questions: What, on the empirical dimension, is 
the core pathology of the contemporary society 
highlighted by the competition between the con-
cepts of appropriation and resonance? And, on the 
theoretical dimension, which superiorities and de-
ficiencies do the two theoretical axes share?

“Relationships to the World” or 
“Forms of Life”? A Counterpoint 
between Hartmut Rosa’s and Rahel 
Jaeggi’s Approaches to Critical 
Theory 

Alexis Emanuel GROS, 
University of Jena, Germany 

Abstract: Rosa and Jaeggi are two of the main 
figures of the new generation of the Frankfurt 
School. In his 2016 book, Resonanz: Eine Sozi-
ologie der Weltbeziehungen, Rosa presents a phe-
nomenologically inspired Critical Theory cen-
tered on the critical analysis of the “relationships 
to the world” [Weltbeziehungen] of everyday sub-
jects. In turn, in Kritik der Lebensformen, from 
2013, Jaeggi develops a praxeological approach 
that focuses on the criticism of quotidian “forms 
of life” [Lebensformen]. In spite of their undeni-
able differences, both Jaeggi’s and Rosa’s accounts 
can be understood as efforts towards developing a 
non-paternalistic version of Critical Theory. That 
is, one that takes everyday experiences, practices, 
and interpretations seriously and attempts to crit-

icize them from an immanent perspective, instead 
of systematically discrediting them for being mere 
products of an ideological “false consciousness”. In 
this connection, the notions of “relationships to 
the world” and “forms of life” play a key role: they 
are conceptual categories specially tailored for re-
constructing and critically assessing the meaning-
ful, experiential, and practical structures governing 
the quotidian life of a specific socio-cultural for-
mation. The aim of my presentation is to establish 
a productive and mutually corrective dialogue 
between Rosa’s and Jaeggi’s approaches. It is my 
contention that this dialogue can contribute to de-
veloping an integral approach for criticizing con-
temporary societies in a non-patronizing manner.
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