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Introductidn

This paper argues that as the world becomes more globalised, development
becomes harder to aftain. Development here refers not to economic
development per se but rather the empowerment of the individual irrespective
of sex, creed and race, Economic growth is not sufficient for social
development. Many social problems are in fact correlated with rapid growth.
This does not imply that growth is unnecessary or undesirable, but it does
indicate that explicit mechanisms need to be put in place to influence the type
and distribution of growth that cccur. Globalization forces people to make
choices. Often these choices do not bring about more justice, equality, peace
and security which are so vital for development. Instead globalization brings
about new forms of inequality and exclusion. :

This paper starts by locating Mauritius from both a geographical and
historical point of view. It then explains the economic development of
Mauritius and highlights the challenges that post-Gatt Mauritius has to face.
The paper also discusses some of the glaring inequalities in Mauritian society.
It also argues that the neo liberal economic policies adopted by the
government can exacerbate the existing inequalities. The various social
problems and mounting inequalities make the need for social science research
an urgent one. There is a paucity of social science research and the paper
concludes that researching some of the sooial issues/problems can help to
feed into policy making so as to make the latter more effective. Mauritius like
some other developing countries in the region often adopt ad hoc policies to
resolve certain problems. The paper concludes that if social science research
is not given its rightful place and policy making with the view of addressing
some of the major social inequalities does not take place, the country runs the
risk of a major social explosion. .
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Brief Geographical and Historical Mapping of Mauritius
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and the collapse of boundaries. Mauritius can be described as having multiple
centres - foreign penetration from different parts of the globe impact on almost
every sphere of Mauritian life. The economic development that Mauritius has
known in recent years camouflages the asymmetrical relationship between
Mauritius and its multiple centres. This veneer of development also causes
some people to speak of Mauritius as moving into the direction of a ‘high-tech’
society. Mauritius's unique qualitieszand the nature of development that is
taking place, may to postmodemists suggest a desirable, liberated
circumstance, but in contrast to this possibility there is the reality that the
patterns of relationships that Mauritius holds with the rest of the world remain
skewed in favour of the latter.
~ Mauritius accepts capital investments, but accumulates little capital. It
listens to the world but telis the rest of the world little. it accepts culture from
almost all cormers of the globe bul does not have a Mauritian culture.
Mauritian leaders and politicians feed on rhetoric such as ‘unity in diversity' yet
this unity seems non-existent. It is perhaps true to say that what prevails
instead is a divided nation with disunity in diversity. Although there is a lot of
talk about boundaries crumbling down, one finds that boundaries do exist and
persist although their forms are in constant change and renewal. To accept
pluralism as the very nature of societal reality is to concede the existence of
a variety of identities and boundaries. However, our experience has been as
long as the economy is strong and people feel that they are having a fair share
and are able to move up the social ladder, boundaries thin down and become
unimportant. But when resources are scarce and people start scrambling for
them, barriers and tensions emerge in a more visible way.

Although Mauritius was a divided society at independence, this division
never gave rise to any major conflicts. At independence in 1968, the
multiplicity of races , ethnic groups, castes and religions seemed to offer a
recipe for social and economic disaster. In spite of these apparent
disadvantages, Mauritius has managed to make a name for itself on the
international scene. Mauritius is in fact often cited as a model of social
cohesion as well as an economic ‘success story” but this ‘success’ is becoming
increasingly fragile and vulnerable in this present era of a collapse of space
and time. As Mauritius plugs further into the global economy, one worries
about the possibility of Mauritius being able to maintain its stability. Symptoms
of strain have already made themselves felt as exemplified by the Camp
Chapelon, The Vale and Vallee Pitot events.

We cannot but agree with Dahrendorf that the expansion of the global
market is associated with the creation of new forms of inequality and social
exclusion. ‘inequality’, Dahrendorf notes, ‘can be a source of hope and
progress in an environment which is sufficiently open to enable people to ...
improve their life chances by their own efforts. The new inequality however, is
of a different kind; it would better be described as inequalisation... building
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With an education system which continues to be extremely wasteful, elitist
and gender biased in the context of a shrinking labour market, communal,
stratified and gender boundaries are likely o rise. What is even more dramatic
is that education which is supposed to unite and consolidate a nation in fact
condributes to the splitting of the nation.

If sustainable development is {o be ensured in post-GATT Mauritius, not
only should the education system be<ess wasteful and discriminatory but it
should alsc he less oppressive. The Mauritian education system largely based
on the British model remains colonised. Attempts at mauritianising the
curriculum are rather scanty. Also, French and English are used as medium
of instruction. The examination papers at upper and secondary level are still
set and corrected by the Cambridge Examination Board in the United
Kingdom. Language remains a major stratifier and eliminator but finding an
appropriate language policy does not seem to be on the agenda.

The Various Social Problems

One can also argue that in this post-GATT era with a renewed emphasis on
the neo-liberal economic policies by the recently elected government (Dec.
1995), the gap between the rich and the poor is likely to increase. Although
Mauritius is often referred to as a success story, some of the existing
inequalities are glaring but hardly ever referred to. A study done by
Comimission Justice et Paix on the cost of living in 1993 indicated that a family
of four should get a minimum income of Rs 5200 per month and this same
study points out that more than 60% of heads of households earn less than
Rs5000 per month. In some cases, this is supplemented by work carried out
by other members of the households.

As far as housing goes, about 22% of Mauritian families do not own a
house and what is worse, the new Minister of Housing at les 'Etats généraux
du Social' held in early May 1896, announces that providing a house for each
Mauritian family is 'a losing battle’. In spite of all efforts, demand wili still
exceed supply. The Minister then goes on to speak of ‘low cost housing and
very low cost housing' in discussing a scheme that he is trying to put in place
to try and satisfy the demand. The term 'very low cost housing' is worrying
since the existing ‘low cost housing’ is already quite deplorable.

In the field of employment, a mumber of industries in the EPZ have already
closed down. -The last Economic Indicators show a rise in closures.
Increasing numbers of people mostly women begin to lose their jobs, Many
industries are delocalising. With lack of training and vocational education
facillties, women and girls will be further marginalised. In some cases,
industries are employing female migrant labour from China. It is sometimes
argued that the migrant workers work better than the Mauritians but at other
times, the argument advanced to explain the presence of the foreign workers
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is the rising cost of Mauritian labour. Whatever be the case, there seems to
be a certain feminisation of poverty cropping up. In addition to the local

women workers having to come to grips with their sudden loss of jobs, the

female migrant workers have to put up with appalling living conditions and

poor pay. Although the movement of workers between the South countries
seems to be relatively easy, movement from the South to the North is very .

tightly controlled.

One of the paradoxes of globalization for instance is that the free
movement of commodities, technology and capital is being advocated, the free
movement of human beings is discouraged or even prevented. The North
insulates its borders against labour immigration from the South while some
South countries import labour from lesser developed countries,

With the centralisation of the sugar industry and increasing mechanisation
workers are being shed off. Also, the World Bank document 1994 on Mauritius

crganisations in the name of productivity and efficiency. With such massive
unemployment looming ahead, one wonders whether this newly emerging
‘borderiess world' is not creating benefits for some and havoc for many.

Although Mauritius does not openly speak of the dismantling of the welfare
state, it increasingly speaks of targeting and social safety nets. It seems more
than likely that in the difficuit econormic times confronting the country, the
government will have recourse to cutting down expenditure on education and
health in the name of cost effectiveness ang efficiency. Reforms in the social
security system oo are envisaged. With a rapidly ageing population, and the
worker pensioner ratio Becoming greater, the country has to come to grips with
some major difficulties. Globalization will only contribute to the derailing of the
Mauritian development express. The latter has already left a number of
Mauritians behind or completely out of the system in terms of education, jobs,
health, housing. There is also a rise in prostitution, crime and drug addiction,
a rise in communalism and fundamentalism all of which threatening the
cohesion of Mauritian society.

Very few people who have written about Mauritius's success story have
actually pointed to the painfyl adjustment and further marginalisation of the
disadvantaged groups. Guihati and Nallari (1990) are amongst the very few
who drew attention to the plight of the underprivileged. In their work entfitied
‘Successful Stabilisation and Recovery in Mauritius', Guthati and Nallari write:

“the macroeconomic stabilisation, mainiy through curtailment of aggregate
demand, involved quite a painful adjustment, consisting of rising
unemployment, declining real wages and disciplined austerity. The

In momentum of economic growth and a perceptible setback in the welfare of

fow income groups. Very litle was done to 'sweeten the pill' for
underprivileged social groups®,
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'Many of the Iéﬂer have remained at the bottom end of the ladder with the risk
of further marginalisation and disempowerment.

The Pertinent Rote of Social Science for Social Development

is ironi i id speaks about the need (1) to
ironical that at a time when the whole wor -
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clal development in Copenhagen in early 1995, we :
ﬁﬁglrﬁplgymentpincreasing poverty, more dlsmtegrat:onl aqd various ensuing
problems Under such circumstances, the idea of achieving a !?r\:zl \&I:rg:ler:g

. i increase as
ecomes quite remote. The number of losers inc > !
22?0:1& fewer ig number. In this context, thc_a role of social science and social
i research becomes even more pert:qent. . '
sc:?l:;! Kfleauritius like many Third World countries are to improve the quality oaf
their respective democracies, the policies gdoptgd should beh mlorrethis
consequence of relevant and appropriate social science I:esea::cburge o
i i i tries have

balised world, increasing number of poor coun e
g{?uctural adjustment policies. The latter have also‘been adopted by Mt?"urllt%s:
in the past and Mauritius's success story is often_cated as a model by ! ef ol
and The World Bank in order to sell their economic medicine to the res of '
pocr developing world. 1t needs to be pointed out, however that Mauntlugls
success cannot be solely attributed to that. There was a nexus of fa\{oura . eI
circumstances which proved fo be beneficial to Mauritius. Also, |f' sm:|at
science research were to be carried out at a meso level to analyse the mpat;
:of structural adjustment for instance, one would bqta able to argue that suc
‘policies do not ensure a human faced de\_.relopmen ! _ _
e Unless social scientists make their voices heard, we run the risk of befing
swamped by the global market. The very problems that many of u[s_'. ot.en
theorise about and expect to be solved may remain un_solvec}. Globalization
then would only contribute to a new world disorder which brings about new
forms of inequality and exclusion.

Bibliography

Benedict, B. (1965), Mauritius : problems of a plural sociely, London and New York:
Praeger

Bunwaree, S. (1994), Maurifian education in a global economy, Mauritius: Editions de
L'Océan Indien,

Datrendorf, R. (1955), Economic Opportunity, Civif Society and Political Liberty,
UNRISD.




30

Giddens, A, (1990), The Conseguences of modemify, Cambridge: Pality Press.

Gulhati and Nallari
Bank Document.

Hawkins T. R, (1988), "Mauritius : Managing the next
Institutional Investor, Sept. 1989, pp. S-g.?:.g

Mehta, S.R. (1981}, Social devei
New Delhi: Wiley Eastern.

Simmons, A.8. (1982), Modem
Indiana University Press,

World Bank (1994), Mauritius coun

planning and development: Mauriti

(1990), Successful stabifisation and Recovery in Mauritius, World

lopment in Mauritius : A study on Rural Modemisation,

Mauritius: The politics of decolonisation, Bloomington:

Shella Bunwaree

phase of the economic miracle®,

fry economic memorandum, Ministry of economic
us.

CHAPTER 2

| SOCIAL SCIENCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: A

REFLECTION ON THE ROLE OF SOCIOLOGY IN
YOUTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Pembelani Mufune
University of Namibia

Introduction

Smelser (1994) has summarised the uses and value of Sociological activity for
sociology itself and for the societies in which given sociological enterprises are
embedded. He has peinted to such five roles:

1- Sociological theory as a mechanism we use to relate within a

single framework the often discrete results of empirical activity;

2-Sociological theory as a means for pressing together findings and insights
from social research leading to the extension of the subject's boundaries and
limits of application;

3- The Sociclogical enterprise as a means for sensitising policy

makers and social commentators to specific issues and questions;

4-The Sociological enterprise's potential for application as activity utilised
in policy, organizational and institutional design and reform, even revolutionary
transformation. Such utifisation is not necessarily direct but implies providing
insights, perspectives and ways of looking at phenomena in order to make
practical activity more relevant and effective; and

5-Sociclogy's usefulness in so far as it enters the general public discourse.
Since sociclogy and social science are never neuiral in their larger social
cultural context they contribute to debate and controversy in societal discourse.

In my assessment of the role social science and sociology has played in
Southern Africa | will concentrate on Smelser’s last four roles. | am more or
less ignoring the first two roles because they deal with how sociological
practice is used in building theory, i.e the role of basic research in the
development of the discipline. Thus many sociologists engaged in research
aim at establishing and formulating theories. They want to extend knowledge
by discovering new relationships and the outcomes of various related variables
under different social conditions.

It is my contention that very little of the sociological enterprise in southern
Africa has contributed to theory building. With the possible exception of Samir
Amin few of us have engaged in theory building research. Many have spent
their time on testing this or that aspect of given theories but the theories we




