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he problematic of the social sciences in Mozambique leads to an initial - and
rief - comment on the relationship between the social aims and the theoretical
ims of science.

In this case - taking sociology as an example - we have considered the very
-structure of the science with its theoretical, methodological and conceptual
-models, integrated in processes of normative conflict, that epistemological
-discourses, in their historicity, accept or criticise. We have also taken into
consideration the fact that science is a source of power, and therefore political
power mediates through its proclamations,

The epoch - which marks our analysis - is post-colonial. And, any attempt
in this period to build "models of soclety” is enmeshed in the doctrinaire
demands of two ideological reference points: first "scientific socialism”, and
later "iberalism”. They constituted powerful influences in building the sociat
sciences in Mozambique.

These are some questions that punctuate the reflection proposed for your
consideration. Clearly only multiple and systematic approaches, with a
pertinent empirical basis, can prove what follows correct and make sense of
it.

The Social Aims and Theoretical Aims of Science - The Example of
Sociology. A List of Questions.

For operational reasons we have chosen sociology, in approaching the
relationship between the theoretical aims and the social aims of science. As
the science of the new industrial society, sociology initially displayed a
character that was at the same time ideological and scientific, shown in the
fact that its theories were deeply marked by radical andfor conservative ideas.
Moral and political debates demanded investigations that legitimised
conflicting and conflictive social positions and political rhetoric.

The underlying question in the emergence of sociclogy was knowing
whether individuals were "badly" socialised, or whether it was the type of social
organisation that generated their "bad" socialisation and the social problems
it created - such as unemployment, delinquency, crime, prostitution, poverty,
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alcoholism etc. For the radical trends of the 18th century, social problems

arose from the unequat appropriation and distribution of material goods among
different groups and classes. For more conservative political thinkers, socia
problems and crises needed capitalist states to intervene and develop new
normative practices, to sustain the status quo. Through such considerations
forms of social knowledge were utilised for social reform, social medicine,
soclal work and social legislation. '

In this debate, conservatism played an important role. Polemical
conservatives, opposing the enlightenment and its defence of natural law,
opposing the French Revolution's ideas of liberty and equality, introduced
ideas about the necessity for institutional order and its preservation. In
defending this order, they managed to "identify" various traditional institutions,
which became the object of study, the empirical characteristics of which laid
the corner stones of modern social science {Myrdal 1982).

Itis in this fight that one can understand the work of Le Play (1), The
European Workers, published in 1 855, about the differences between rural and
urban families and their contexts.(2) The use of empirical observation allowed
the collection of quantitative data, oriented to budgetary issues, and above all
introduced the social survey as a research method. This method was linked to

an important goal - the study of poverty as a social problem caused by
ignorance and exploitation.

Later, in his work La Méthode Sociale: Abregé des Quvriers Européens
(1878) (Cruz 1989, p.237), Le Play basically proposed a social method of

researching and proposing the appropriate normative orientations of working
class families, For him, the family was the central institution of soclety and its
preservation for the survival of the status quo, a necessity.

"Sociological" {3) practice was thus characterised by its descent from the #

philosophy of history, and the value granted to a method regarded as a series
of procedures for the quantitative collection of data. in constructing the
sociological object, the method became everything, whilst at the same time it
accepted the given world as it was.

Because sociology was in an initial stage of its formation, and was therefore E

only minimally structured, with no internal mechanisms to regulate scientific
practice (4). The process of canstructing its object had to await for the
theoretical contributions of Marx, Weber and Durkheim. -

But if sociology emerged in Europe in the dialogue between radicals and
conservatives, it became a professional vocation in America. Here,
sociologists "at the service of a doctrine that was threadbare, but thoroughly
internalised, set out to win secular triumphs, and, thanks to the diversification
of the labour market, managed to implant themselves solidly in several
professions. Quite the opposite was the behaviour of European sociologists
who remained in the cloisters for a long time; they contented themselves with
struggling with other ideologues for the faw university ivory towers that the
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rgeovisie always granted them, the better to neuter them._ Of the Europeans,
C;L;r? be said thgt tﬁey are regular sociologists; tr}e Americans were the first
ecular sociologists" (Herpin 1282, p.7 and followmg).‘ ‘ .

The secularisation of American sociology hagl its other side - businesses
nd the state remained aloof from the political commitment and free

appreciation of the professionals. The crisis in the organisation and application

if science also affected American sociblogy in the 1960s. This crisis began to

¢all into doubt the usefulness of sociological knowlggge, .the _regglation of
 social problems, and above all the resulting political implications and
- undertakings. (5)

968, at the Congress of the American Sociological assocnatlon.(ln
Bosi.?o:\), the debates wgere marked by a new rhetoric., that of thu_a radical
sociologist, which culminated in a propogal fo_r the'f:reatlgn of a sociology of
sociology. Gouldner (1970: 57) characterised it as "a soctology in need of air:
empirical dimension which could be at the-root ofa great variety of researc
into sociology, the soclologists and their professmnal. role, their career
obsessions, their establishment, their power system, their sub-cultures and

ir position in society as a whole".(6) ‘ .
the}t:lpthe final ana!ysig the crisis of sociology posed the question again of tfle
relationship between this science and the social. Sociology (and gther soc:.al
sciences), which has not gone short of investments to con'trlpute to its
research, in order to regulate certain social problems, has shc_)wn its _mep-tltude.

To sum up, the social sciences found ’ghems-elves in a SItuatlon. of
permanent danger - that of defending the dominant m_tc_arests. _But contesting
science also posed another problem, that of the cond|t|0n§ of its scngnhﬂc:ty.
The social crisis of sociology unfolded into an epistemological gnd
hermeneutic crisis within the framework of the broader crisis of the paradigm
of modern rationality. One of its most relevant aspgcts was the loss of the
hegemony of positivist philosophy, which was shown_ in ‘Ehe emergence of Mo
opposing camps and their variants concerning the scientific status of the social

fences. _

Sct‘:fl‘i'le first camp, Santos reminds us (1989, p. 60 and fgllowmg), prea:‘.er\{qd
from the positivist paradigm that which represented the integrity of scientific
practice: the search for objectivity (invariance,‘contro_l and coherence), and for
achieving its objectives - effectiveness and universality. But tgken as a whole,
this camp defended and agreed with the specificity of the social sciences, and
simultaneously attempted a possible convergence between natural sciences
and social sciences. . o

The second camp defended the claim for a specaﬂq status for somol_ogy gnd
for the social sciences. Phenomenology became important, and inspired
currents such as ethnomethodoelogy, and symbolic interactlon_. _Some guthors
took extreme positions, and went so far as to deny that conditions existed to
grant the status of scientificity to the social sciences.(7)
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In conclusion, this deep crisis which h i
_ r , 2p as shaken saciology (and the
social scnenqes) was a crisis that, beyond guestion, was at c?gc(e politica?f':zhn%r
eplstemologma! af. the Guibenkian Commission report stipulates. Politicat in
so far as there is "a whole range of groups 'forgotten' i
women, the non-western i
countries, and other groups historicalt
tries, ; y defined as
ma;'?{nal (Guibenkian Commission 1996, p.82).
Is also epistemological in so far as"'the néw i
_ Is0 ¢ voices hear
somall scientists hgve raised theoretica problems whic i
question of the topics or matters for legitimate study
argument that assessments differ accordi '

Y came also in the sg

mong the
h went beyond the
and even beyond the
Nng to the perspectives from which
nse that the theoretical structure of

humanities) have suffered from the incrus
freqqe:ntly of preconceptions or of a priori
empirical justification, which ought to
replaced by more justifiable premises"

_In this context of complexities, what
sciences in Mozambique?

reasoning, lacking any theoretical or
have been clarifi

The State of the Sociat Sclences in Mozambique - Some Questions

After the proclamation of independence (1975), th i

! « the Frelimo Party led the st
ar?d'latten?pted to reorgamsg Mozambican society.(8) It thusr;yppeared aztg
pn;: e?ed mstn._ument for ac_:h:eving @ model! of society resting on the following
;': t;?ea f?:rgazc\.:vti |I<) e;:onomlc development - marking the entry into modernity -

Tk of a socialist economy: ify national unity as an ig i

s - . ! eOIo

;ogs{;uct, .pnw!eg_lng unity rather than diversity; iii) creatitr{g the Nation-&‘?tua:?é
Nd Its nationalist ideology; iv) a developmental ideology which attempted the

betterment of life's conditi : j idari j
of Southem Al s itions for all; v) strategies of solidarity for the liberation

_Thls. in @ssence, sacialist model
which deserve lengthy and deeper
they wiit only be listed:

i) The creation of

posed _serious and fundamentai questions
reflection. For the purposes of this paper
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iif) Critique of the rule of law and of the neutrality of the state (11);

iv) The definition of property and of property/power relationships - with the
politico-legal definition of property based on a system of (re)classification of
glasses, in accordance with the practical demands of the exercise of power

X

v) The question of knowledge of the social world, taking into consideration
the role played by Marxism. (13) ;
From this final question -the knowledge of the sacial world, or, sociology
was seen as a fundamental part of our reflection and led to some further
rientations:
a} How to make aperationat the Marxist analysis of Mozambican society,
. given its specific histerical characteristics? For example, how to consider the
“working class as the vanguard of social transformation in a sociefy where it
- was only just emerging, and which was dominated by a semi-proletarianised
peasantry, reproducing itself through migrant iabour? (14) .

b) How to struggle for the transformation of a colonial state into a workers'
state, when this transformation involved the participation of a significant petty
bourgeoisie?

¢) How to transform an economy of services and of the export of labour to
other countries of the region (a transport corridor) into an economy based on
industrial development?

These dilemmas led Ganhao (15) amongst others (1983, p.7 and following}
to draw up perspectives for the intervention of the sciences, and particularly
the social sciences, for the achievement of emancipation. To quote: "We
Mozambicans believe that our task as scientists and researchers is to
understand the forms that will allow us to change social conditions. This need
for change, however, does not do away with the need to study these
conditions, to analyse them, debate them, call them into question, and
afterwards redefine our analyses and interpretations. It is obvious that the
need for social action strengthens the need for scientific study. Qur task
consists of proceeding with a systematic assessment of the social conditions
in our region, of its social forces, of the contradictions at play, of the results of
particular political actions and even of alternative policies”.

At the same time the fragility (16) of the Mozambican scientific community
was recognised, and the virtual non-existence of any serious status for the
social sciences, (17) '

The analysis of this state of affairs was conducted from a politico-
ideological viewpoint, invelving a critique of the colonial legacy: "In colonial
Mozambique, the social sciences, formally organised, were of little
significance: analysis of Mozambican society was forbidden because our
country was forcibly regarded as an integral part of the Portuguese colonial
state. The littie research that was undertaken into Mozambican society was to
a large extent of an ethnographic nature, and its purpose was to demonstrate

A
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the inferiority of African social structures. Historical work was largely designed
to demonstrate the idea of a static and "uncivilised" past. And the political
sciences limited themselves to deseribing the apparatus and personalities of
the colonial state” (Ganhao, 1983, p.8).

The proposal for a new kind of soclal scientist involved redefining the social
sciences. "Any attempted distinction betwsen what is defined as social
sciences on the one hand, and Marxism on the other, should be eliminated",

in training intellectuals "the unity of theory and practice, the organic link with
the popular masses and their struggle” (Ganhao, 1983, p.9) was defended,
and conditions were created to produce a consensus. A consensus in which
Marxism and development ideology were to become one and the same thing.
(18)

The failure of the ruling party to create the desired socialised outcomes: the
vicious civil war engineered by South Africa’s destabilisation campaigns, the

on our society by the structural adjustment programmes of our society and the
need to mave to a new form of multi-party democracy. :

Here are some of the new orthodoxy's characteristics:

1) It operated within a geo-strategic context, marked by the end of the cold
war, leading the logic of capital expansion on a world scale and to g
“marginalisation” of Africa. According to Amin (1995, p.18), it is the epoch "of
the recompradorisation of the periphery as a whole...", in which the structural
adjustment that such a situation inspires "is the unilateral adjustment of the
peripheries to the demands of globalised expansion to the benefit of central
capital"; (19)

if} It argued for an Economic Recovery Programme under the contro| of the
World Bank; ' ‘ ’

fii) In a new constitutional order, it institutionatised the Rule of Law with its
prerogatives in terms of civil liberties - a plurality of political parties, freedom
of association, freedom of the press and the re-introduction of the primacy of
private property.

v} It provided the emergence in the academic field of strategies that argued
the neutrality of science and "sclentific knowledge",

The struggle to legitimise the differentiation betwaen the scientific field and-
the political field pushed sociologist to define the scientificity of their object of
inquiry; this attitude involved conforming with scientific norms, which werg
different, indeed a far cry from the aims and means of Frelimo's marxian
paradigms. :

In the case of the social sciences, this strategy had two components and

emphases: l)the training of social scientists and ijthe nurturing of specific
research programmes,
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in i ienti ial Science Training Unit

regards to the training of sccial scientists, a Sol?la _ r
I:??.‘.S)gwas set up. (20) In a document on the Formatlon' of the Spf:nal
clences in Mozambique" (AAVV, 1893, p.7 apd fol_lowmg) a critical
ssessment was made of the training provided up until then in the Arts Faculty,

n the following terms: "The training does not seem to follow any model of

rganisation coherent with the interdisciplinary nature that is the charg(:lter!stlf
ar excellence of the great -family« of sqqlal sciences tlje; sqc;otglnlgltéa,
nthropological, psycho-sociological and poiit'lcal bas[s of training |Is sti Vk gj
enuous. Given the characteristics of Mozamplcan soc:gty asa v«gao e, m_a:s d
y diversity, heterogensity, dichotomy, tension, conflict and a egplcrlii > of
dentity at several levels, one would hav_e expected that the curricula n ine
ocial science area might reflect this situation in a more transp?areiq_ i
nequivocal way, and might equip the future graduates in a better fashion

face effectively the challenges that await them”.

The ideological shifts were profoundly clear. N

As for resegrch, the situation was seen to be very ;rltlcal, and was easy to
athom from inter alia |} the material and social conditions pf the researchgrs,l
) the institutional conditions for research, and lii) the conditions of theoretica

roduction. 3 .
I) Precarious material and social conditions meant that, instead of

di i it i the institutions were content
iscussing the conditions of producing knowlec.!ge, .

. jc::st to ide?}tify immediate and visible shortcomings. Such as, for mstance. tPe

_lack of working conditions (low wages and lack of housing); money for

operational expenses; professional and financial incentives for a career in

earch.
rgs") From the institutional point of view, one noted the autarky of groups of

- researchers, demonstrated by the difficulties of access to scientific magazines;

the marginalisation of local publishing activity, the feeble inter-institutional

- cooperation in research at national level; the fragmentation of the organs that

coordinated and developed science and technology; the subjection to the

arbitrary nature of certain systems of research assessment; arbitrary granting

fon; the adroit transformation of Research Centras _into outposts
g; ;ir;:?:r?gtir?gering, commonly known as consultancies; sele_ctwe acc}::ess to
data banks and sources of information, genera]ly available w genh a
Mozambican scientist visited Europe and/or Amerapa, as ‘part of h'|sl ;er
training, or as part of the scientific tragedy of the brain dra_m, S.fjbm-'ss.'.o{‘h ctw
"scientific domination” by accepting prtlable?]t;hcs and project "design" tha

i o with Mozambican social reality.

hav‘?hhems(:rﬂc;gie for Mozambican voices in this new \:'vorld and local c_ontellxt has]
barely began: the achievements of quial scientists undgr the ideo oi.;u::at
hegemony of Frelimo and Marxism-Leninism, a!though decried now, mus nod
be denied. In essence their radicalism, sided.wnr_l the poor, the d:spgssesse
and colonised. On the other, their doctrinalre limitation of alternatives was




. monographs and surveys they perfected {through greater concern for relations with data

. profound alterations. Scientists are proistarianised, stripped of their means of

66 Alexandrino José The Social Sciences in Mozambigue... 67
siege, and one witnesses the formation of smali groups of sclentists communicating
informally and functioning as "invisible colleges". .

From the point of view of the applicability of science, the crisis is equally plain,
Ethical concerns accompany major technological advances. Opposition: arises to the
deterioration of the environment and to the transfer of technology to countries of the
periphery in ways that strengthen their structural dependence.

Short-§ighted. Although the liberal model makes alternatives and plurality a
norm, its impulse is elitist and conservative. Mozambican social scientists will
have to find a voice and a space to respond to this crisis.”

(6) The movement of dissident sociolagists went in a variety of ways. Many became
sociological militants dedicated to setting up autonomous mutual aid communities, while
others abandoned socioclogy altogether, Sociological knowledge began to be developed
around the problematic of black Americans - Harold Cruse {1867) - or around that of
women - Germaine Greer (1970).

Notes

(1) Le Play. was conservative, and his work is deeply influenced by the ideas of Bonald.
‘e find P_um referring to Bonald throughout his work. Late Le Play published his
canservative ideas in the work Social Reform in France (1864)

. a3, p. for i , ethod ical anarchism.
(2) For Nisbet (1980, P.152), this work is "lithe more than a detaited realisation, (7) Feyerabend (1993, p.28), for instance, favours a metho ological anarchism

empirically broadened, of ideag contained in Bonald's essay on the social contrasts
between rural and urban families and their contexts....exactly the same emphasis on a
strong and autonomous Church, on a stable and deeply rooted family, the abolition of
divorce, a combination of localism and federalism, with a sharp decentralisation of
admiqistration, a withdrawal by centralised palitical power from all areas of social
organisation, and a substantial reduction of individualism In the econormic, social and
cultural spheres.. "

(8) There are not many studies on the post-colonial state in Mozambigue. After
independence, the social sciences were present in the shape of history and geography.
The former was particutardy concemed with the history of naticnal liberation, and of the
resistance that occurred in the more distant past. Above all, this was a matter of
documenting and legitimising, to the former colonising power and to the world, the
protaganism of African actors. A further argument on the shortage of studies mentioned
above concemns the preponderance of studies centred on questions of social
engineering (directed towards solving social problems) on research oriented towards
sociological problems. The place of Mozambigue in the world division of scientific lahour
to a large extent explains such a conditionalism. Despite so many limitations, our
problematic regards Frelimo as a political organisation with a political field, and to this
extent characterised by relations and struggles for the monapoly of a legitimate vision
of the world. Struggles in which groups and classes (even if embryonic or in the process
of formation) were involved.

(4) The foliowers of Le Play were to constitute an fmportant school thanks to the

(9) The modei for transition to socialism was defined at the Third Frelimo Congress in
1977:

- promote the growing socialisation of agriculture and lay the foundations for its
industrialisation;

- speed up the industrialisation process and promote the building of heavy industries;
= develop and consolidate the leading role of the state in the economy;

- guide the development process through overall economic planning;

- form a powerful working class which, organised and led by its vanguard party, will
assume the leadership of society (Documentos do 3 congresso da Frelimo - Directivas
Economicas e Socfais, Frelimo, ed. Frelimo Ideclogy Department, undated, pp 18-20).

received from the authorities, and systematic and classificatory bibliographies, the
family-trunk of Le Play was to be of great usefuiness). The studies carried oyt by the Le
Play school were thus innovatery, and contained many of the basic prescriptions
necessary for sociological surveys.

This school was also to influence American empirical research. The first American
surveys were to have a realistic, journalistic and politicat character.

(5) Atthe root of this crisis we find several factors: the accelerated integration of science
into the military-industrial complex, justified initially by the United States’ invoivement
in World V\far |, and later by its paricipation in other warsg {Kores, Vietnam); the
transformation of science into a productive force leads to an exponential increase in the
number of scientfsts - and 1o a strengthened role for governments and industry in
research to the detriment of universities, The organisation of scientific work undergoes

(10) Samora Machel (1977, p.112/113): "The Parly and the state are two distinct
entities. The Parly is the highest form of organisation of the labouring classes. The
People's State that we are building is the main insfrument for implementing the Party's
policy. The Party directs and guides all state activities, The Party does not replace the

production. A process of social stratification fs established, and at the top of the pyrarmid state™,

s a an elite of prestigious scientists. The production and reproduction of capital
gprestlg_e and financial) comes to obey the logic of stratification. The search for the
lnduslrla.l profitability of science does away with the idyllic vision of scientific
communism: secrecy and wars over patents are the order of the day. The ambition to
transform scientific institutions into vast networks of formal communication is under

{11) According to bourgeais theorists, the state is neutral: the bourgeois Rule of Law

would be above classes and class conflicts: a state which could be used independently
By exploiter s and exploited alike. In this way, the question of the seizure of power by
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the workers, and of the defeat of the exploiting classes and their state apparatus, woulg:

never be posed. As a result, one would also not pose the question of establishing th
dictatorship of the exploited, the dictatorship of the wquing class, the dictatorship of th

{12) Samora Machei recalled how property, classes and socialism are intertwined: "The
Constitution of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, in proclaiming that power is helg
by the worker-peasant alliance led by Frelimo, is expressing the new balance of forces
created by the victory of the People's Liberation War.

“The final goals fixed in the Constitution of the People's Republic of Mozambique
are, essentlally, the building of the polifical, ideological, scientific and materia
foundations for a socialigt soclety.

“The Constitution establishes that the land and the natural resources of our country

{13} In his opening speech at the inauguration of the Nampula military academy in
October 1978, Samora Machel stated: "an effort is needed, particularly from the
teachers, so that the study of certain material, such as dialectical materialism, historical
materialism, political economy and scientific communism is not undertaken in a abstract
way, independent of Mozambican reality, or using Mozambican reality as a mere
reference point" (Ganhao 1983, p.190).

(14) On this Question, see O Mineiro Mocambicano (1977), a study carried out at the
Centre of African Studies by an interdisciplinary team,

(18) The historian Femando Ganhao was the first Vice-Chancellor of Maputo's Eduardo
Mendlane University.

{16) A position that can be generalised to all of sub-Saharan Africa: see, for example,
Gaillard and Aast (1988) and Gaillard (1990,

{17} Boubacar Ly (1989, p4 and following) gives four reasons to explain the
insignificant status of the social sciences in Africa: tfack of public understanding;
Indifference, distrust or hostility from those holding power; lack of sufficient domestic
funding for social science research; bureaucratic Management and sparse human and
material resources,

(18) Thus one can better understand the statement by Mkandawire (1993, p.523): "in
those days, when the nationalist coalition had a certain impuise, development Ideclogy
was at its apogee, and development planning was in fashion, it seemed natural that the
state, the Party, or simply the political authorities would fix and structure the national
priorities guiding research in our institutions, Researchers oriented their own research
priorities taking national pricrities into account. Several development institutes, at least
in theory, were to orient their work on the basis of national priorities. Even when they
expressed ciitical opinions, researchers in general limited fhese to the failure to
implernent national plans, to the extreme dependence on foreign consultants ete”,
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e i e Akt afar e ot o e el
grt:lzl?:zla?i?;e‘gp ﬁ\?e"? it precise[y pos?clll th?nqt;:;s;ilgp of structural adjustmentithe
e il o oo oy s e o
g:r?l?yfr?hn; glcinzanl"\ti{: :‘,I‘:r;}::gﬁgsgeoad%pged. and the efforts required from everyone

1o bring the country out of the situation in which it finds itseif* (Frelimo, 1989, p.54).

(20) This was established at the Eduarde Mondlane University in August 1995. It has

’ ialisation in
-a three year common core (for a bachelors degree), and a two year specialisa

sociology, anthropology and state administration.




