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I. The establishment of the Preparatory Committee: 

A t the ini tia ti ve of the Sooial Science Department of the United 

Nations Educationa l Scientific and Cultural Organisation a group of 

sociologists came together in Paris on 14 October 1948 to consider the 

desirability and feasability of establishing an active and effective 

world wide organisation in their field of study. Present at the meeting 

were the following: 

Professor Georges Davy, of the Sorbonne, Paris. 

Professor A. N. J. den Hollander , of the Universi ty of Amsterdam. 

Professor Georges Gurvitch, of the Centre dtEtudes Sociologiques , Paris. 

Dr. Rene Konig, of ZUrich. 

Professor Paul F. Lazarsfeld, of Columbia University, New York. 

Professor Gabriel Le Bras, of the Sorbonne, Paris. 

Mi'. Erik Rinde, of the Norwegian £ocia1 Science Association, ·Oslo 8.-1'ld 

Professor Louis Wirth, of the University of Chicago. 

Dr. Arvid Brodersen, Acting Head of the Socia l Science Department 

of UNESCO, acted as Chairman of the meeting and was as sisted by Dr. otto 

Klineberg, Director of the International Tensions Proj ect. 

Professor T, H. Marshall of the london School of Economics and 

Political Science, had been consulted before the meeting, but was 

unfortunately not able to attend it. The group expressed the hope that 

he would be taking PDxt in its further activities and has later profited 

very much indeed from his collaboration. 

The group discussed the state of sociologi cal study, teaching and 

research in the different countries of the world and the degree of inter­

national collabora tion achieved between sociologi s ts, and concluded i t s 

-fork by issuing for distri bution and publication a unanimous Statement ' 

urging the need for an Interna.tional Sooiological Association and emphasi­

zing the importanoe of the funotions that an association of this kind might 

f ulfil. 
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Th€ group established itself tenta tively as a Preparatory Committee 

to cn:rry forward the work initiated at the me eting to communicate with 

colleagues and their respeotive organizations and to cooperate with 

UNESCO in taking the necess[try steps toward the oonstitution of an 

Association of the kind envisaged. 

The Committee appointed NJr. Erik Rinde, SeCI.'8tary of the Norwegian 

Sooial Sci encl~ Association, to be its Rapporteur and respectfully 

requested UNESCO to provide I01' the staff aid and funds that would seem 

necessary for offective continuation of the work initiated at the meeting. 

llie Committee also suggested tha t when the oxploratory and promotional 

work of the Rapportour had reached a. suitable stage of advancement 

a.nother meeting be cbnVenfJd to cons ider the final steps that might be 

taken toward the constitution of an Internationa l Sooiological Association. 

At the ensuing General Conference of UNESCO in. Beirut in November 

1948, th8 recommendations of the Preparatory Committee were presented 

for consideration by Dr. Brodorsen, and a Resolution was passed instructing 

the Director Genera l of UNESCO to take steps to continue the promotional 

work and to ensure the definitive establishment of an International 

Sociological Association. Similar l' (J solutions were made for world v:ide 

associations in economics, politioal science and comparative law) and 

sums of $ 8.000, - were set apart for each of the associations in UNESCO's 

1949 bud.get. 

II. ina work of the Rapporteur: 

The task assigned to the R.,pporteur of the Prepare. tory Commi ttee 

was primarily interpreted to include: 

1) ~e distribution and diffusion of the joint Statement issued by the 

group, 

2) The surveying of the attitudes of sociologi8ts throughout the world to 

the establishment of an Intm'national association along the lines sugge­

sted in the Statement, 

,) fue exploration of the degrees of development and organization achieved 

by sociology in the various countries of the world, 

4) '!he investigation of the membership and representation possibilities 

in the various countries with a view to the convocation of a 

Constituent Congress in the autumn of 1949, 

• 
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5) The proparation of a provisional list of invitees to the Congress$ 

6) '1he frami ng of a tenta tive: workil~g progr a:nrne fOI the Congress, 

including an approximative budget for the use of the UNESCO fund s 

set apart for the Interna.t::.onnl Sosi010[;ica l Association, 

7) '1he drafti:r..g of a first proposal f or Stn.tut;)~ f or t he assoc iatiol1 

and 

8) '1he prepara tion of 11 second and fiTlt''ll nt(>3ting of the Prepnrat()ry 

ConLTni ttee for the defi n:i. ti 'Ie sdtle uE.'rt of i nvita tions and other 

arrangements for the Congress . 

Owing to c ~: :1S iderablo de l a.y I n the pI'o vis:;"on of the n e C8S S8.]:,Y 

number of copies of tne llTESCO d r)curr.ent Gont,a.i :r..ing the .~~~:~~9l'-€!lt C'::l 

the l.nterna.ti~nal · S~ .. LC?1..Q&£§l.1_j;.sso~~~:.:t}2!':. explora'~Ol:y Ilc tivJties cOlL.d 

not start bofor8 J anuary 19490 
'Ihe document was sent to 120 sociologi s l;s , Unive:::'si ty cf fi cials 

and 'presidents or secretnries of n.cademies (If s'Jience nnd other 

insti tutions in some 48 countries of the world", In all cases vib.ere no 

defini te up to date informa tion about c '"3anization::1.1 developments in the 

country at issue was avail ablt:, the f ollow i :1g eXJ?~_oratory l e tter a ec om· .. 

panied the document: 

Dear Sir, 

I have thE; honour to present to you a Report of a Me f3ti ng v..ni ch 

was held at UNESCO in October l as t year .vi th a view to exploring t ho 

possi bili tie s of organizing an In t o.:..'nt). ti.on.§Ll:...i3,Q.~~olC?gic~1-ftg soc~~~Jo~. 

Having been appointed as rapporteur f or the Preparatory Commi t tee, I 

have taken over the main responsibility for the promotiol1H.l work which 

will be necessary if, a s it l~s been plqnned, a constituent assembly is 

t o be organi zed t his au tUIll11., I should accordingly be most g.ca t eful to 

you for any i nformr.Ltion y ou could gl vo me on t he position of soc.i.ology 

in your count ry and particularly on the possibilities of providing 

adequate representation fro;].:. y our country to the i nternational assembly 

whioh has been pll1l'med. I should aOo'J8 all be very happy to have your 

comments on the followil1€; points: 

Does the::ce, in your country, exist any loca l, regional or na tiona l 

associations or organiza ticns of sociclogis t s? 

If so, which are thes e '? 

If not, is there any pr a ctica l basis for the crea tion of such 

associations or organiza tions wi thin your country or part of it? 
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Do you think that the sociologists of yom' country would support 

the construction of an International Sociological A830ciation on the lines 

sketched in the Statement included in the attached Report and the parti­

cipati on of representatives from your country in the Constituent Assembly? 

What steps can be taken to ensure an adequate representation to 

the Constituent Assembly from your country? 

I should be most grateful to you if you could send some notes on 

these points at your earliest convenience. Please let me have addresses 

and references so tlmt I can carryon the work with a s little delay as 

possible. If you yourself cannot give me the information needed, please 

give me names and addresses of others whom you would advise me to approach. 

Hoping tha t you will forgive my intrusiveness , I look forward to 

hearing from you, and remain 

Yours very sincerely, 

Erik Rinde., 

In this v~ contacts were es t ablished and infolmations received 

from the following sociologists and other scholars in adjacent fields: 

ARGENTINE: 

AUSTRALIA: 

AUSTRIA: 

BELGIUM: 

BRAZIL: 

CANADA: 

Professor Ricardo Levene, Universidad de Buenos Aires. 

Director R. C. Mills, Unesco National Co-Operating 
Bodies, Sydney. 

Professor O. A. Oeser, Secretary, Social Science Research 
Comm. 

Professor A. Verdross, Universitat Wien. 

Professor Hans Thirring, Universitat Wi en. 

Professor Rudolf BIUhdorn, Ministry of Foreign Affair S, Viennr . 

Professor Pierre de Bie, Universit6 de Louvain. 

Professor Fernando de Azevedo, Universidade de Sao Paulo. 

Professor Donald Pierson, Escuel a Livre de Sociologia , 
Sao Paulo. 

Professor Emilio Wi llems, Escuela Livre, Sao Paulo. 

~~. John Robbins, Canadian Sooial Science Research Council, 
Ottawa. 

Professor C. A. Dawson, McGill University, MOntreal. 

Professor W. Burton Hurd, McMaster University, Hamilton. 

Professor C. Bo Macpherson, The Canadian Political 
Science Association, Toronto. 



CHINA: 

CUBA: 
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Professor Cheng K'un Cheng, University of Ha~~ii, 
Honolulu, T. H. 

Profossor Roberto Agl'amonte, Universidad de La Habana. 

Professor Fernando Ortiz, Universidad de La Habana. 

CZECHOSLOViJCI A: Professor .Arnost Blaha, Masaryk University, Erno. 

DE.NM1$K: 

ECUADOR: 

FINLAND: 

FRANCE: 

GERMANY: 

HUNGARY: 

INDLi.: 

IRAQ: 

ISRAEL: 

ITALY: 

LEBli.NON: 

MEXICO: 

Professor Josef Kral, Charles UniVC:1rsi ty, Prah:3 .• 

Professor lli. Geiger, Ar'lrhus Uni vorsi tete 

Dr. Henning Friis, Ministry of La.bour and Sooial Affairs, 
Copenhn.gen. 

Professor Luis Bo.sE1ano, Sooial Research Seminar, Universidad 
Centra l, Quito. 

Professor Ra.fael Knrsten, Helsinki University. 

Prof~3ssor Antero Rinne, Yhteiskunnalinen Korkeakoulu, 
Helsinki. 

Professor Vehi Verkko, Holsinki Univorsity. 

Professor Rob. V~ Wikman, Abo Akademi. 

Represented on th8 Prepara tory Committee. 

Professor Leopold von Wiese, Universitnt Keln. 

Professor Alxander Szalai, University of Budapest. 

Dr. Gyan Chand, Government of India, New Delhi. 

P::.'o :~essor G. S. Ghu:rye, Bombay Uni vcrsi ty. 

Professor Rhadak~al Mukerjee, Lucknow University. 

Professor S .. V. Puntambekar, Nagpur Uni versi ty. 

Dr. Khosla, High Comnissioucr of India, London. 

Dr. Matta P~rawi, Department of Education, Unesco, Paris. 

Dr . S. N. b:i.sens t cLd t, Heb~'E;!w Uni versi ty, Jerusalem. 
Professor lIifartin Bubel', Hebrew University, Jerusalem. 

Professor Vi ttorio Cas telb.no, Uni versi ta di Roma. 

Professor CorrOOo Gini, Uni.versi ttl di Rom. 

Professor StephEln ROna:L,t, iUllerican Univers ity, Beirut. 

Rev. Fa ther Mazas, Univllrsity of St. Joseph, Beirut. 

Dr. Afif I. ~lannous, Office of Foreign Agricul tUl'3.l 
Relations, Dept. of Agricultur, Washington DoC. 

Professor Lucio Mendieta y Nunez, Universidad Nacional 
Autonoma de Mexico, Mexico D. F. 

Professor uiszlo Radvanyi, Mexico D. F. 



NE'lHERLANDS: 

NORWAY: 

POLAND~ 

RUMENIA: 

SPAIN: 

SVvEDEN: 

SWITZERLAND: 

TURKEY: 

UNION OF 
AFRICA: 

SOU'lE 
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Reprosented 011 tho Pr eparatory Cornrn:i. ttee. 

Represen t od on the Prepar a tory Committee . 

Professor St ani s l n'il OCSOfo; ::3ki, Uni ver s i ty of Warsznwu. 

Professor r. - M. N,, ::, Lor , Lnb or atory of Exper imenta l 
Psychology~ Bucfl.r est. 

Profe ssor Severino Aznar TImbid, I nsti t u t o Bnlme s de 
Sociologia , Mn.dr id. 

Profossor Tor gn;y St1ger s t od t, Uppsa l n Uni versi t et. 

Represente d on tho Pro-par atory Committee . 

Profes sor H. Z. Ulke n., Uni v er s i ty of I s t a nbul. 

ProfGssor Z. FlO Findekoglu, Uni vorsi t y of I stanbul. 

Dr. P. A. W, Cook , Na tional BU:r oa n of Educa tional and 
Socia l Rese:l rch, Pre toria 

UNITED KONGDOM: Repr esented on t h e Propar'L tory Commit t ee by pr ofe s s or 
T. H. Marshall, London School of Economi c s . 

UNITED STATES: RepI'e s entcd on t h e Prep t-ll'a t ory Gommittee . 

URUGUAY: Pr ofessor 10 G8.l1on, CulttU'a l Attache, Emba s sy of Urug".1aYi 
Rome. 

YUGOSLAVIA: Professor Di nko Tomasic, St 8.uford Universi ty, Pa lo Al t o y 

Cal i forni D •• 

Attempts wore also m~e to 8st:~'..Jli sh contacts wi t h sociologists 

in a series of oth'-3r, mostly slIl.:'1. l1 t3r over seas countries , but so f ar no 

direct informa tion about rec ent deve lopment s i n socioloe;y in these 

countries ha s b een r eceived by tho Rapporteur: 

BOLIVIA: 

BULGARIA: 

CHILE: 

COLOMBIA: 

EGYPT: 

EIRE: 

Senor Jose A.ntonio ArZ(:l , Direc t or, Insti tuto de Sociologi c. 
Bolivia ru.1., Uni ver s idad Mayor de San Francisco Xavier, Sucre , 

Societe Philos ophi que et Sociologique s Sofia. 

Professor 1'ugenio Conza lez, Uni versidade de Chile, Santiago , 

Professor German Arcini egas, Uni versidade Naciona l, Bogota !) 

. Professor So-be t Elfandi, Farouk I U::uversi ty, Al exandria . 

Dr. A. Z.:tki~ Social Service School, Cairo ~ 

Professor h~ Cazeneuve, Univer s ite d'Al exandrie i Alexandrie, 

~trs R. Co Geary, President, The Sta tistica l a nd Social 
Inquiry Society of I re l and, Dublin. 



GREECE: 

IRAN: 

PAKIST!.N: 

PARAGU1S: 

PERU: 

PORTUGAL: 

U. S. S.R.: 

VENEZUELll.: 
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ilie Doan, Faoulty of Law, National University, Athens. 

Professor Ch. 'llieodoridis, Athens. 

Lie. L . G. Carrer a., Institute Indigenista Nacional, Gunternn.la 
Ci ty. 

Profossor G. H. Sadiqi, University of Tehran. 

Professor A. Zanghonek, University of ~~hran. 

Mdemoise lle Comperot, l,mbassade de ]'rance, Tehran. 

Professor N. N. J.. Siddiqui, Uni versi ty of Dacca. 

Professor Jorge R. Zn.mudio Silva, Escnela do Humanidades , 
iLsuncion. 

Profossor Roberto M:1.cLean y Estenos, Uni versidad Nncional 
Mayor de San Andre~, Lima. 

The President, Sociadade de Antropologia et Etnologia, 
Uni versidadf.! Do Porto, Oporto. 

Prof. Jaoquin de Cavalho, Univer sidade de COimbra, Coimbra. 

The President, Department of U1W ~d Economics, Academy of 
Science, Moscow. 

The Director, Sociedad Interamericana de Antropologia y 
Geografia , Caracas . 

A few conclusions from indirect informations about the sta.te of 

sociology in these and other countries not represented at the Constituent 

Cone,Tess will °00 indicated in section IV below. 

As a natura l sequel to his explorations into the degree of 

organizational development reached within nations, the Rapporteur also 

made ~~ttempts to inquire into the fate of the organisational developments 

that, before th8 l as t war, had taken place between nations. 

Through the initative of Ren6 Worms, a Revue Internationale de 

§ociologie was l aunched in Paris in 1893. In the wruce of this evont came 

tho establishment of an Institut International de Sociologie and the 

convocation of a first COn.g1'~3S Internationa.l de Sociolo,gie in Paris in 

1894. Tho Institut was first based on individ~~l membership, but at a 

later stage led to the establishment of a Fed6ration International des 

Societas et des Iusti tuts de Soci.Elogie. 'lhirteen international congresses. 

were held from 1894 to 1931, the last one in Paris during the ~si tion 

Mondiale. A Fourteenth Congress was scheduled to t ake place in Bucarest 

under the presidency of professor .Gusti from 29 Augus t to 14 September 
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1939 but had to be abandonedo The last elected officers of the lEE~itut 

were: Professor Rene Maunier, Paris president; Professor R. M. ' Maclver, 

New York, Professor Vladesco Racoassa, Bucarest and Professor Cerrado 

Gini, Rome, vice-presidents; Professor Emile LEi:sbax, Clermont-Ferrand, 

Secretary-General. According to a letter which the Happorteur has 

received from Professor. Gini, a resumption of the Activities of the 

Institut has bean planned for 1950: 
"L' annee dorniere, considerant 1: impossi bili tG de reuzlir Ie 

Con~es a Buoarest, Ie professeur Gusti a propose que Ie Con.gres se tenai t 

a Rome sous ma prssidence et ensuite, avant meme que j 'acceptais In. charge, 

autant honorifique qu'onoreuse, il m'a envoye tous les Actes du Congres. 

En effet, j'etais tres douteux si je devais accepter cetta 

invitation, mais les colleques de l'Institut lriternational de Sociologie 

ayant donne a l'unanimite leur approbation a l a proposition de ~ Gusti 

et d' autres collegues d' un cote et de responses de 11 autre cote du r:tdeau 

fer ayant insists dEWS Ie meme sens, jlai enfin accepte. Le Bureau de 

Presidence de In. Societe Italienne de Sociologie vient justement de 
, 

decider que Ie Congres aUra lieu dans la premiere moitie de Septembre 

1950. La celebration de l'Annee Sainte et les facilit ations accordees 

a cetta occasion assureront au Congres un large concours de personnalites 

etrangerese Les autorites italiennes ont donne, des Ie debut, leur plein 

consentement. 

La Congres etant la continuation du Congres de Bucarest il aura 

lieu sous les auspices de l' Institut International de Sociologie, mais, 

si l'Association Internatiolnle de Sociologie sera constituee, rien 

ntempechera qulil ait lieu sous les auspices aussi de octte Association 

ou de l' UNESCO qui l'a cree. Pour rna part j'en serais bien heureux et 

crois que mes colleguEls italiens 1e seraient egalement." 

The Rapporteur will suggest that the proposal made by Professor 

Gini be submitted for discussion to the Policy Committee which is to be 

set up at the Constituent Congress. 

III. The second meeting of the Prepara torY, Committee. 

The preliminc~y explor~tions having reached a reasonable degree 

of completion and the further prepara tory steps having ~een thoroughly 

discussed with UNESCO officials, the Rapporteur in a letter of 2 May 
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1949 proposed to the members of t he Preparatory CamIlli ttee th.'3.t a second 

meeting be held at UNESCO House in Paris on 21 to 28 June. This 

proposal met with the approval of the mnmbers and after a short post­

ponement the meeting took place on 29 and 30 Juno. Present were: 

Professor Pierre de Bie, 

Professor Georges Davy, 

Professor A. N. J. den Holland~lr, 

Dr. Rene Konig, 

Professor Gabriel L8 Bras, 

Professor Louis Wirth, 

Mr. Rrik Rinde, Rapporteur 

and 

Dr. otto Klineberg repl'erwnting: the UNE;:)CO Secre t ari a t. 

Professor T. H. Ma,rshall was unfortul1G.tely not able to attend 

this meeting ei thor, but hafJ J.·eIlla ined in close contact v.d. th the Rapporteu'[' 

and has been frequently consulted by him and by UJirESCO in the matters 

dea l t with by tho Commi ttee. 

The main points t ctken p,p for discussion a t the meeting were : 

1. A proposal made by Mr. Rind.e on behalf of t he Norwegi an Social Science 

As sociation that the Constituent Congress for the Internationa l Socio­

logica l Association be held at Oslo from 5 to 11 September 1949. 

2. A tenta ti ve v"i0rking' Proe:r~~~~ prepo'r(~d for this Congress. 

3. A first Draft of ~tes~ for t he As s ocia tion. 

4. A list of invitation'-£2ssibili~~es, worked out by the Rapportuur on the 

basis of his explorations and consulta tions. 

5. A first approximative budget for the use of the funds a llocated by the 

Third General Conference of UNESCO to the Internation~l Sociological 

.Association. 

After due discuss ion, deoisionSViBrG reached and recommenda tions 

made to the following effec t: 

1. 'ilie proposal tha t the Consti tuent CongToss be held at Oslo 

had already been made in the letter which the Rapporteur sent to the 

members of the Preparatory Corrunittee on 2 Muy. I n their replies to thi s 

letter all the mem'bers cieclared themselves in f avour of the Norwegian 

plan, and as the proposal h ad a lso mot with t he approval of the UJirESCO 

Secretariat, the meeting had only to register its formal adoption of the 
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plan and mnke thE) appropria t o r econunendet'tions to the Direotor Genera l. 

As for the da te propo sed by M;r .. Rinde no objections were raised by the 

members of the Committee. Dr. G, Gouswaard of the Internationa~_ Institu.tc 

of St''l.tistic6 a nd professor Corrado Gini of the Sooieta I t a li ana_ di 

SooiC?.~ had r eque s t ed tha t thE) OGlo Congress be pos tponed for a couple 

of weaks because it coincide s with the meeting of the Interna tiona l 

Sta tistical Insti tute i n Berne , but t his obj ection carried no wei ght with 

the Committee since none of t he i nvi t eos to t he Oslo COngTo s s - outside 

possibly Professor Gini - W('lr e like ly to be going to the Berne meeting. 

As decided by t he Corund ttee •. the Oslo Congr ess would precede by 

only one week the corresponding confer ence for politica l sciencewch 

had been schoduled to t ak e place i n Paris from 12 t o 16 September, but 

this was not considered lik-ely to cause allY inconvenience except in the 

cases of the Mexican and UruGUayan de10gat es who would be invited to 

attend both meetings. 

2. ilie tenta ti ve Working Programme submitted by the Rapporteur 

was found acceptable wi th a fr:w minor altera tions only and was later 

distributed to invitees a long with requests for comments and amendments. 

3. A new Draft of Sta t u t es Nas work ed out on the basis of the 

preliminary one submi t t ecl by t he R<J.pporteur and of comparisons with the 

drafts prepared for the corresponding i n t erna tional as sociations planned 

for economics and for politica l science. 1he 'new draft has been distri­

buted for comments and amendment proposa l s to the invitees. 

4. Discussing membership principles and possibilities, the 

Committee arrived a t t he conclusion tha t given the extreme heterogenoity 

of orgaIllzationH.l pa tternings in the different countries of the world -

see section V below - invita ti011s should only be a ddressed to leading 

sociologists acting a s individuals and not to sociologica l associations, 

societies or institutes. Following this principle, the list of invitees 

agreed upon took this form: 

AUSTRIA: Professor il . Verdross. 

BELGIUM: Professor Pierre de Bie. 

BRAZIL: Professor Fernando de Azevedo. 

CANADA: Professor C. A. Dawson, McGill University, Montreal. 
CUBA: Professor Roberto AgTarnonte . 

CZECHOSJ.,OVAKIA:Professor Arnost Blaha. 

Profe ssor ~heodor Gei ger. 
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EGYPT: Dr. A. Zaki 

FINLAND~ 

FRANCE: 

Decision left to the Societas Scientiarum Fennica, Helsinki. 

Professor Georges Davy. 

GERMANY: Professor Leopold von Wi ese. 

HUNGARY: Professor Alexander Szalai. 

IND,U: Professor Rhadakruna l Wruker jeo. 

ISRAEL: Decision left to Hebrew University. 

ITALY: Professor Corrado Gini8 

MEXICO: Professor Lucio :Mendieta y Nunez or for the case he should 
not be able to attend, Professor Danie l Cossio Villegas. 

NElliERLANDS: 

NORWAY: 

POLAND: 

RUMENIA: 

SWEDEN: 

SWI'IZERLAND: 

TURKEY: 

Professor A. N. J. den Hollander. 

Mr. Erik Rinde . 

Professor Stanislaw Ossowski. 

Professor Demetri Gusti. 

Professor Torgny T. Segerstodt. 

Dr. Rene Konig. 

Professor H. Z. Ulken. 

UNITED KINGDOM: Professor Morris Ginsberg. 

UNITED STATES: Professor Louis Wirth. 

URUGUAY: Professor I. Ganon. 

U. S. S.R. Decision left to l1.cademy of Science, Moscow. 

~e Committee reconnnended that formal invitations be sent from 

UNESCO to all these SOCiologists as early as administratively feasible 

and strongly supported a proposa l tha. t oach of the invitees be asked to 

prepare a survey of the development and pr esent status of SOCiological 

teaohing and research in his country', to be road or otherwise . presented 

to the Constituent Congress . 

Of the sociologists thus i nvited by the Director-General of UNESCO, 

the follOwing were found to be unable to attcnd~ 

AUSTIUA: Professor " V8rdros~. ..(~ . 

CZECHOSLOV1\KIA: Professor 110 Bl aha, 

HUNGARY: Professor A. Szalai. 

INDIA: Professor R. MukElrjee. 

BRAZIL: Professor 'F. do Azevedo . 

RUMENlii. : Professor D. Gusti. 

~e following people 'I'.'I.~re then invited: 

AUSTRIA: Professor Stefan Verosta. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Professor Josef Kral. 
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HUNGARY: Professor Laszlo Rudas, but he was not able to come. 

INDIA: Dr. Khosla. 

5. One difficulty that had to be taken into account by the Committee 

when making its decisions about the invitations was the financial one that 

the total of secretarial cost, daily allowances for delegates and travel 

expenses to and from the Congress, as roughly estimated ill the preliminary 

budget presented by the Rapporteur, would definitely exceed th $ 8.000,-

set by the UNESCO allooation unless ourtailments of one kind or another 

were found practicable. To remedy this 6i tuation the Rapporteur had 

proposed that the proportionately very large sums which in the original 

budget had to be set apart to oover air travel expenses from overseas 

oountries might be cut down ei ther a) by inviting sociologists from these 

oountries who would be in Europe at the time of tho Congr~ss anyway, or) 

if this proved impossible b) by offering partial coverage only, say 50 

or 60 % of the total travel expenses from such countries, the balance 

being sought from academic, .governmental or private sources in the countries 

in question. The Coumi ttee found this proposal justifiable in principle, 

but came to the conclusion that it would only be necessary to apply it in 

a couple of cases. 

IV. Membership Possibilities. 

The Preparatory Committee has consistently stressed the necessity 

that the International Sooiological Association should not only be an organi­

zation for sociologists in the technologically and academically most 

advanced countries but essentially a world wide association comprising as 

many countries from as many continents as possible. The Rapporteur has 

done his best to follow this principle, but during the short time he has 

had at his disposal he has not been able to work. out any complete survey 

of memborship possibilities for the whole of the world. A special 

oommittee will be set up at the Congress to discuss the problems of member­

ship and will undoubtedly contribute substantially toward the completion 

of a survey of this kind. To furnish a prelimirJary baois for the 

discussions of this committee, summary reports on the contacts established 

and the information received by the Rapporteur are givon below~ As all 

the delegates invited have been requested to report directly on the stato 

of development of sociology in their respective countries and thus 

indirectly on the membership possibilities at hand, the ~ary w11~ onl~ 

comprioe countries not ropresented ut the Congress. 
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ARGENTINE. 

Our mrli.n contact in this country has been Professor Rioardo Levene, 

Presidont of the Jn~~2:.~u~2 __ 4~_.E.2~:i._21:~gi..§; of the Faculty of Arts end Lottrr~s 

of the Unive~'si ty of Buenos Ayr en. Other groups of fJooiologists exist on 
. . 

Cordoba, Santa Fe and fuoUlllan. No s teps have been takon to sccure tho 

participa tion of Argentinv. sociologi s t s in the Constituent Congres. '!her e 

is no national orb"8.ni sat i on or associa tion in this country. 

Correspondence has been carried on with the Secr etary of the 

Australian National Coopera ting Body for the Social Sciences who has 

contacted severa l Univer s ity officials on the question of the International 

Sociological Associa tion. Thero are no chairs of sociology in Australia. 

TIle very few soholars intel'estod in sociology are organized in their 

capacities of political scientists or psyohologists in the Social Sci~ 

Research Committee. Its secrGta.ry i s professor O. S. Oeser, Department 

of Psyc.hology, University of MelboUl'ne, Carl ton, Vic. 

Professor Collin Clark of the University of Melbourne has been 

contacted, but so far no r eply has been received from him. 

BOLmA. 

There exists a Institutio de Socio~og;a Boliviana at the Universi­

dad Mayor de San-Francisco Xavier at Sucre. Its present director seems 

to be Senor Jose Antonio Arze, formerly of Chile. No details have been 

received on the activities of this institute. 

BRAZIL. 

'lbe only sociological a~ sociation in this country is the Sociedade 

de Sociologia of Sao Paulo, presided by Professor Fernando de Azevedo. 

Professor ilzevedo hc'1.s taken a keen inter est in the work 

of the Prepaxatory Commi Hee and was invi tod to at ·tend the Constituent 

Congress. Unfortwlat ely he could not oome on aocount of having too li ttle 

time for arranging hi s travel. Other l eading ·sociologists in Brazil are 

Professor Emilio Willoms of the Escuela Li'll'o de Sociologia e Politica 

in Sao Paulo, Professor Gilbol'to Freyre of Reoife and Professor Delgado 

de Carvalho, Rio de Janeiro. 
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BULGARIA. 

In this country there existed before the war a Societe Philosoph­

igue et Sooiolop;iquft, m. 6 ScpteUlvri 53, Sofia o But no replies have 

been received to severa.l ·. requQE?tl3· for i riforma.tion sent to this address. 

CHILE. 

Sociology of some kind bas beon r egularly taught at the Universidade 

de Chile in Santiago, among othol' by Profossol' .fl. Venturino and Professor 

E. Gonzalez. No direct information has been r eceived, but indioations 

oan be found in Alfredo Povina, Eistoria de l a S~ologia en Latino America 

Pammico, Mexioo 1941. 

CHINA, 

Chinese sociology had a very strong position in the interwar years 

and was well organized. 

~e fa to of the Chinese :Na ti.onal S,?ciet;r .for Socj.C?.!.Q.Q: in reoent 

years is not olear, Efforts have been mad.:; to g(·)t in contaot ' with 

Professor Pen~We~iS9Pt a former President of the Society, but so far with­

out r~8ult • . ~l'l t~s connection a letter from C,K. Oheng, Associate 

ProfessOr of Sooiology, University of Hawaii, might be quoted: "As far 

as I know, the Ohinese National Sooiological SOCiety reflects very much 

the sta.te of po Ii tics in China. When I ·.~;;l.s travelling there in 1947, some 

efforts were being made to reorganize the society and to revive its normal 

activities. But those efforts did not produce any tangible results. 

From the meagre information I have received in rocent weeks, some sociolo­

gists have moved with the Nationa l Government to Canton and Formosa, while 

others are remaining behind the "Iron Curtai n". 

COLOMBIA:.. 

No direot contacts vdth sociologi s t s from this country has been 

obtain-ed. However, sooiology seems to have been re.gularly taught at 

the Universidad Nacional in Bog'ota a.nd further attempts should be made 

to investigate the situation. 
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No nationa l organization exists, but thl.'ee distinct centers of 

sociology are found: 1) Society for Social Research, Praha, presided 

by Professor Josef Kral, 2) The :Masaryk Sociological Society, 

presided by Professor l.rnost Bla~~~ Brn01 3) The Uni versi ty of 

Bratislava, in which sociology is taugnt by Professor Anton Stef~. 

Professor Bl aha, a former member of the Institut International 

de Sociol~~., seems to be the most active mllli in sociology in this 

cQuntryo He was invited to o:!Jtend the congress , but owing to illness 

he waS ,nQt able to ' como. ilien professor Kral wan invited, but unfort­

unately he did not get his pormission from the authorities to go. 

ECUADOR. 

Correspondence has been carried on wi th Professor Luis Bassano, 

head of the Social Ren0arch Seminar of tho Central University of Quito. 

,A National Sociological Society 'lull probably be ostablished Rt R 

meeting of sociologi sts in June , but given the geographical position of 

Ecuador and the. state of development of sociology in that country there 

seemed to be no reason for conSidering the possibility of s8nding ar.tY 

invitation to this Society~ The Society will, however, be kept informed 

about developments and will be asked to join the International Sociological 

Association as soon as it· has beeil establi shed. 

ELL8. 

In d llbl:' :rJ :~l :.JL :.1. l: t:"'::.ti f.l tic ~L l and SocL.l Ing.,;.i:;.'y Society of 

Ireland. No information has so f ar been r eceived as to its willingness 

to join the International Sociological Association. It is probably 

only to a lesser degre.El a SOCiological society. 
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GREEOE. 

A number of letters of explora tion have boon sent to this country, 

but no replies havo so far been r ecuived, probably becauso of the 

prevailing state of civil W!1,r. 

GUATEMALA. 

Sociological rEJs~)arch Stwms to be carrit.' d on a t the Insti tuto 

Indigenista Naciona! which publi shos a regular bulletin, but no direct 

contact has been estabUf3hed. 

HUNGARY. 

The leading sociologist in post-,war Hungary is Alexander Szalai 

who has taken an 8.ctive interest in the formation of t he International 

Sociological l~ssocia tion. He is, however , very critical of the compo,si tion 

of the Preparatory Commi~tee and resents the absence of representatives 

of Eastern European sociology arnong its members . He also raises, the 

question of the scope and natu:re of sociology as a fi eld of teaching 

and research and sugges t s that the differ ences in views on these matters 

between East and Wost should 'be discussed a t the Constituent Congress. 

Professor Laszlo Rud~§., Ilead of the Social Science Department of "the 

University of Budapest has also b(')Oll invited to t he congress, but cou.ld not come . 

IRAN. 

Exploratory lotters have b(:1en seEt to Uni varisty officials at 
Tehran, but with no results. 

Acoording to information r ocdved from Dr . }il'atta ll.krawi of 

:Baghdad, at present with the Eduoation Department of UNESCO. "There is 

only one course in sociology in Iraqi institutions of higher education -

that is, a course offel'ed at the Higher Teachers College during the 4th 

year for students prepaxing to be toachers of the socia l scienoes. lliis 

oourse, which is 3 hours a week, is given by a part-time professor who 

has had sociological training at the University of Chicngo during his under­

graduate stUdies and stUdies for his M. A. He transferred later, however, 

to International Relations and considered his sociology interest as a 

side linea He is Dr. Abdul Majid Abbas, former ly Professor of Interna-
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tional Law at the Law College, Baghdad and now a ~~mbor of Par l i amentc 

Any l etter addressed to him through tho Iraqi Parliament will reach him. 

For the rest, two young men are working for their doctorates in . 

the United States in the field of sociology. They are Iraq Goverl~ent 

bursaries and it Vlill take them between 2 and 3 years before they graduate .. 

It is hoped that they will be leading tbe spearhead for the establishment 

of sociological r esearch." 

JAPAN" . 

The Japa.nese Sociological Society was reestablished in 'Ibkyo in 

1946. No attempts however, have been made by the Rapporteur to get in 

contact-with this Society. 

LEBANON. 

Contact has been established with Dr. Stephan Ronart of Beirut, 

who has furnished valuable information on SOCiology in Lebanon and other 

Arab countries. Sociology in Lebanon is mainly American, centered around 

the American University in Beirut, the Department of Sociology of which 

is at present headed by Professor Harvey Batl. There are, however, a 

few Lebanese, who aro interested in SOCiology, e.g. I e R. P. Mazas, 

Doyen de 10. Facult6 de Droit, Universite St. Joseph. But it bas been 

difficult to find any professional sooiologist of Moslem origin. 

PARAGUAY. 

Attempts have been made to oontaot Dr. Jorge R. Zamudio Silva, 

Professor of Sociologia, Escuela de Humanidades, Asuncion, but so f ar with 

no results. 

PRtU. 

A oentral figure in Peruvian sooiology is Professor Roberto 

Ma.o.~ean y Estenos of the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima. 

He has not yet answered our query. 
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PORTUGAL. 

Sociology does nbt seom to be r egularly taught at any of the 

Portuguese universi ties. but there exists an ant hropological and ethno­

gr aphical society in opo1"to, whi ch may compri se some sociologists. No 

direct informa tion has however been received on t his point. 

RUMENIA. 

This was one of the l C-lading countries in sociology before World 

Var II. The XIV Conp,".res Intt~ rn8.tiono.l de Sociologie wes schoduled to _ ____ ._ . ___ ~ __ ... , .... _ . __ ~ . _____ .0_ . __ .,. ;--_ __ • __ 

take placo in Bucarest in August and September 1939, but had of course 

to be abandoned bocausG of t he tUrn of international eVl.mts. Professor 

DemGtri .Gusti, of the Institutul Social Roman, Bucarest, had been 

appointed President of t he Congress and had been very active in prGparing 

it. It has proved very difficult to obtain any extensive information 

about the f ate of sociology in Rumenia in post-war years. 

SPAIN. 

There exists i n Madrid a lnsti tuto Balmes de So~,?o~8:. undel.' the 

Cons~ Superior de Inve~ti€:ac!<?l1es Cient~ficas. 'lhe Institute publishes 

a Revista Internacional de Sociologia, edited by' Professor ~verino !~nar, 

of Madrid and the Italian Professor Corrado Gini of Rome. Professor Aznar, 
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Director of the lnsti tu_~ in. a letter of August 1 indicates that a Spanish 

Sooiological iiSSociH.tion, comprising rr University professors is about 

to be established. He is oonvinced that this organi sation will be 

interested in joining an International Sociological Assooiation ~hen it 

is constitutud and suggests that in tho absence of a Spanish delegate, 

the sociologists of his country be represented by the Balian Professor 

Corrado Gini . 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
---~--"--."".-----------

'Ihere exists an Inter-Universities COmrnittOH on Social Science 

headed by Professor E. BRtson of th8 Uni versi ty of' Capet.own. He has been 

contacted, but so f ar with no result. 

U. S. s. R. 

Jill explora tor'y letter was sent to the President of tho Department 

of Law and Economics of the Il.cadE:lmy of Science, but no reply has been 

received. 

Sociology seems to be regularly taught a.t the Universidad Central 

at CuracllS, but no up to dateinformA.tion has beon available to the 

Rapporteur. Attempts to contact the Venezuelan section of the Sociedad 

lnteramiercana de Antropologiahas so far not led to any results. 

YUG-OSLAVIA. 

Sociological societies existed in Belgra.de and Zagreb before 

World War II, ·but nothing is known as to their fate in l ater years. A 

letter received from Dr. Dinko ~~ic, formerly professor of Sociology 

a t the University of Zagr'eb, at present in the United States, seems very 

discouraging. 

'lhe explora tions ma.de have fully shown tha t no international 

association of ar~ scope can be built on corporate membership only, at 
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least at the present stage of dove lopmnnt of s ociology. Only in the 

following countries do ~1-usi ~1:Y_:::;.2.9.~.:.2)..of,'ic F:l. l associations exist: 

f3elgium, Br..§Lzil, Chjna, Ger~~!J'.LE§1YJ .. .lap~!l..1....Bil.!herland~, Urn ted Sta tes', 

But for several of these associa tions it is doubtful wheth~r they can be 

calculated witl1 at this stage; this i s espeCio.lly the case with the 

Chinese, and Japanese associa tions . In other countries , sociologists are 

organized in joint as:::<?~iatio~_~}EPfL.!y~:.~_§-!..fiJiat(~1..~ups of socia~ 

scientists, thus in Ei~ Finl~~E9-..t.~~!~~ __ Q-Pj. __ .Q~l!.l.E:Qi~' In other countries 

again, sociology is orb-ranized in ins tj:_!~t 8_~: thus in tho Argentine t Bele~um, 

Bolivia, ' Cze_~ho uloy~~~~dorJ.1'rap..2.Y..L H~e..~~Y.L1v1-exic?, Poland, Spain, 

Turkey and the u.:ni!.e~~ingdom. Finally there or e countries where sociology 

has achieved some pOGi tion in acn.demic lifo, but whero neither associa tions 

nor institutions exist, thus: !lustria~.~l>~_~;Q.~)~1~rk..t. .. ]gJ.ptl India, Israel, 

Lebanon, Swi tzerlanq..J Uni~n of S<?.~th_.i::frj.._c..£ and other countries. nus 
extreme diversity of pa tterns of orgarri.z lttion makes it necessary to asta'blish 

a very flexible framework for tho Interna tiona l 8ociologicnl J~ssociation, 

at least at its inau.gural stag-u . Both Gorpora t e and individua l members 

must be admit.ted. The draft Sta t utes agr eed upon by the Preparatory 

Commi ttee reflects its aW::l.reness of the diff'icul ties arising from this 

di versi ty. ilie draft emphns izes tl-l.at the International Sociological 

Association, although in principl e upen to sociologica l orl£~!liz.?-tions only, 

must admit membership by qualifi ed individu2.1s a l s o, particularly from 

countries where no such organiza tions have yGt been established. The 

Membership Comnd ttee and the Congres8 in i i s plen.::try sessions will take 

this central problem up for thorough discussion. As all delegates to the 

Congress have been invited by UNESCO as individual sooiologists and not 

as representatives of any sociologica l org'misa tions, at least not directly, 

the possibility will have to be f aced that the Congress must make the 

constitution of the Internationa l Sociologica l Association conditional 

upon the subsequent adoption of its Sta tutes by tho organisations that 

will be invited to participa t e . '1his is the solution that Wa S arrived 

at by the Preparatory Corrunittee of the I nt ernationa l Economic Association 

at its meeting in Paris in April 1949. 

Prepara tions for the Consti tuont Congress in Oslo havl~ been carried 

in oooperation "r.i. th the Norwegian Government, the Department of Education, 
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the Acad8my of Science, the University of Oslo, the nobel Peace Institut e; 

and other organizations. A Congress Committee was sot up j n May and 

comprise the" following members: 

Professor Alf Sommerfelt, Member of the Executive Board of UNESCO. 

Dr~ Arvid Broderson." former Head of the Soc1.a l Science Department 
of UNESCO, 

Professor Sverre Holm, llie Sociological B"..lreau, Uni versi ty of Oslo, 

Dr. II. 0. Christophersen, the Micholson Insti tuto. 

Director A. Schou, The Nobel Poace Institute, 

Dosent Johan Vogt, University of Oslo, 

Cnnd" jUl'o Erik Rinde, Secretary. 


