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1. The Nomination Committee for the Board of 2018-2022 
 

Dear Members, 

The term of the current Board of RC55, ISA, will end this year. We have to proceed to 

elect the next board for 2018-2022. According to the statutes of RC55, “The President will 

appoint a Nominations Committee (NC) to recommend candidates for various positions.” 

In the capacity of the president of RC55, I asked four members to serve in the Nominations 

Committee. I chaired the committee. The Nomination Committee will recommend 

members for president, vice president, secretary and other FIVE members on Executive 

board. They also review candidates proposed from members. 

mailto:mingchangtsai1959@gmail.com
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The Nomination Committee consists of: 

Chair: Ming-Chang Tsai 

Members: Jeroen Boelhouwer (The Netherlands Institute for Social Research); 

           Ken Land (Duke Uinversity);  

           Leslie Laczko (University of Ottawa); 

           Gene Shackman (The Global Social Change Research Project). 

 

Ming-Chang Tsai, President 

 

2. Activities, mobilities, and promotions of members 
 
 Dolgion Aldar (National University of Mongolia) : 

a). One news is that now Independent Research Institute of Mongolia (IRIM) has 

completed its first annual survey on Social cohesion and Subjective Well-Being. 

b). We (IRIM) also joined the Asian Consortium on Social Well-Being studies in 2017 

where we can harmonize our data from the above research with that of the 

consortium members. 

c). In May, I presented the survey findings at the School of Geography and 

Environment at the University of Oxford. 

d). I handed over my position as the CEO and now working as a Board Member and 

Consultant at IRIM. 

 

 Ming-Chang Tsai (Academia Sinica, Taiwan), received the Research Fellow Award 

from the International Society for Qualify-of-Life Studies in June 2018. 

 

 Oliver Nahkur (University of Tartu, Estonia) : 

I am a member of ISA RC55 since 2017, although my first contact with RC55 was 

already in 2016 at ISA Forum in Vienna when I made an oral presentation in one of 

the committee’s sessions. Right now I am finishing my PhD studies in Sociology in 

University of Tartu, Estonia. 

My PhD thesis focuses on the construction and validation of a new social 

indicator - Societal Index of Interpersonal Destructiveness (SIID) – that can be used 

as a globally comparative and regular measure of countries’ level of interpersonal 

violence. SIID is being introduced in a paper “A Two-Dimensional Two-Layered 

Societal Index of Interpersonal Destructiveness: Internal Consistency Analysis” 
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published in Social Indicators Research. Later, I have made oral presentations at 

International Society for Quality-of-Life Studies (ISQOLS) Annual conferences at 

Innsbruck (2017) and Hong Kong (2018), and International Society for Child 

Indicators (ISCI) conference at Montreal (2017), focusing on mental 

health/well-being, its multilevel determinants and change of interpersonal violence 

level in past 30 years. In addition, I have lately studied public attitudes toward 

healthcare systems in European context. As soon defending my PhD thesis, I am 

looking for cooperation opportunities to further academic career development 

(post-doctoral period etc.). 

 

 
3. New books and papers authored by members 

 
 David Bartram (University of Leicester, UK) recently published: 

a). Bartram, D. (2018) ‘Life Satisfaction and the UK Citizenship Process: Do Tests 

and Ceremonies Enhance Immigrants’ Lives?’, International Migration, link.  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/imig.12477 

b). Hendriks, M. and Bartram, D. (2018) ‘Bringing Happiness Into the Study of 

Migration and Its Consequences: What, Why, and How?’, Journal of Immigrant 

& Refugee Studies, link. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2018.1458169 

 

 Mariano Rojas (Sede México and at Universidad Popular Autónoma del Estado de 

Puebla, Mexico) recently published: 

a). Mariano Rojas. 2018. Happiness in Latin America Has Social Foundations. Pp. 

114-146 in Mariano Rojas, ed., World Happiness Report 2018. New York: 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network. (Online). 

http://worldhappiness.report/ed/2018/ 

b). Mariano Rojas. 2018. Work and Well-being: A Global Perspective by 

Jan-Emmanuel De Neve. Pp. 75-128 in Mariano Rojas was reviewed, Global 

Happiness Policy Report 2018. (Online). 

http://unsdsn.org/news/2018/02/12/global-happiness-policy-report-2018/ 

 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/imig.12477
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15562948.2018.1458169
http://worldhappiness.report/ed/2018/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2018/02/12/global-happiness-policy-report-2018/
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 Oliver Nahkur (The University of Tartu, Estonia) recently published:  

a). Oliver Nahkur and Dagmar Kutsar (2018). Social ecological measures of 

interpersonal destructiveness impacting child subjective mental well-being: 

perceptions of 12-year-old children in 14 countries. Child Indicators Research, 

1−26. (Online). https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12187-018-9542-7. 

 

 Ruut Veenhoven (Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands) recently published:  

a). Efstratia Arampatzi, Martijn Burger, Elena Ianchovichina ,Tina Röhricht and 

Ruut Veenhoven. Unhappy development: Dissatisfaction with life on the eve of the Arab 

Spring, Accepted for publication in Review of Income and Wealth. (Online). 

https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2015x-full.pdf. 

b). Sascha Lancée,  Martijn Burger and Ruut Veenhoven. Commuting and happiness: 

What ways feel best for what kinds of people?, In: Friman, M., Ettema, D. & Olson, E. 

(Eds.) ’Quality of life and daily travel’ Chapter 5, pp. 73-93, Springer 

International Publishing AG, 2018, Dordrecht Netherlands. (Online). 

https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2018h-full.pdf. 

c). Martijn Burger, Felicia Chiperi, Xin Kang & Ruut Veenhoven. Consumption and 

happiness: A review of research, EHERO working paper 2018/2. (Online). 

https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2018e-full.pdf. 

d). Hart, E.A.C., Lakerveld, J., McKee, M., Oppert, J-M., Rutter, H., Charreire, H., 

Bardos, H, Compernolle, S., DeBourdeaudhuij, I, Brug, J. Veenhoven, R. & 

Mackenbach, J.D. Contextual correlates of happiness in European adults, PloS One, 13 

(1): e0190387, 17 pp. ( Open Access). 

e). Ruut Veenhoven. Subjective well-being in nations, in: Diener, E. Oishi, S. & Tay, L. 

(Eds.) Handbook of Well-being, Noba Scholar Handbook series: Subjective 

well-being. Salt Lake City, Utah USA DEF publishers, DOI: nobascholar.com. 

(Open Access). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12187-018-9542-7
https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2015x-full.pdf
https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2018h-full.pdf
https://personal.eur.nl/veenhoven/Pub2010s/2018e-full.pdf
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0190387
https://www.nobascholar.com/chapters/53
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4. Report from Program Coordinator for the 2018 ISA in Toronto 
 

Joonmo Son (program coordinator, NUS Sociology) 

 

The RC 55 will host 15 sessions in the 2018 XIX ISA World Congress in Toronto, 

Canada, including a business meeting. The 14 accepted sessions include one special session, 

one roundtable session, and two joint sessions with the other RCs. In establishing these 

sessions, 26 session organizers exerted their efforts.  In terms of number submissions, we 

had 109 abstracts in total, out of which 88 abstracts have been finally accepted. The 

following are the titles of the 14 sessions excluding the business meeting. 

 

1. The 50 Years of the Social Indicators Movement (Special session) 

2. Social Indicators and Quality of Life: Novel Ideas, New Findings, Candid Reporting   

3. Social Capital and Its Measurement 

4. Poverty, Vulnerability, Resilience, and Well-Being: Conceptualizing, Measuring and 

Analyzing Complex Multidimensional Phenomena 

5. General Subjective Wellbeing and Its Sub-Dimensions: How Are They 

Interconnected? 

6. Indicators of Social Inequalities: Comparative Analysis among Countries, Part I 

7. Indicators of Social Inequalities: Comparative Analysis among Countries, Part II 

(Roundtable) 

8. Long Term Trends in Quality of Life 

9. Migration and Quality of Life, Part I (Joint session with RC31) 

10. Migration and Quality of Life, Part II 

11. Family, Work, and Quality of Life 

12. Inequalities, happiness and societal wellbeing. Addressing Societal Change By 

Focusing on Public Perceptions 

13. Leisure for a Livable Society (Joint session with RC13) 

14. Period and Cohort Effects on Wellbeing in Early Adulthood 
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5. RC55’s sessions in XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology 
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6. The Minutes of the Business meeting of RC55 

Minutes of the business meeting of ISA RC55-Social Indicators 

July 18, 2018 (pm 19:30-20:50) 

Location: Metro Toronto Convention Center 

Agenda 

Report from the president and secretary 

1) Newsletters (SIM-Social Indicator Matters) have published three issues since 2016 

Winter. The fourth issue (2018 summer) is to be out soon.  

2)  Past conferences: 

Mid term conference Attendants 

ISA 

members 

Non-ISA 

members 

2015 Mid-term conference, September 17-18, 

University of Padua, Italy 

50 150 

2017 Mid-tern conference, April 21-22, Research 

Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan 

20 70 

Selected papers were published in The Senshu Social Well-being Review (no. 4, 2017) 

3) RC55 at 2018 World Congress of Sociology  

Professor Joonmo Son served as RC55’s program coordinator for 2018 World Congress of 

Sociology. Many thanks to his time and effort.  

4) Nomination committee for the board 2018-2022 

The Nomination Committee is comprised of: 

Chair: Ming-Chang Tsai (Academia Sinica) 

Members: Jeroen Boelhouwer (The Netherlands Institute for Social Research); Ken Land 

(Duke Uinversity); Leslie Laczko (University of Ottawa); Gene Shackman (The Global 

Social Change Research Project).  

5) Current balance of RC55 in the ISA account is USD 972. 

6) Decisions: 

Topic 1: To raise membership fee from $10 to $15 

Decision: The majority agreed to raise the membership fee to $15. 
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Topic 2: hosts for the mid-term conference in 2019, where and when 

Decision: Sandra Fechelli will host the conference in the first week of July 2019 in 

Valencia, Spain.  
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7. Photos from the World Congress of Sociology in Toronto 

Upper: Social Dinner at Scaddabush Italian Kitchen & Bar on Front Street, Toronto (July 

19th); Lower: some folks holding on until the last session on the morning of July 21st! 

 


