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Professor Margaret Abraham, President of ISA (International Sociological Association) was invited 

by the Faculty of Social Sciences of the Central University of Chile as part of the interest of the 

School of Sociology of Universidad Central in promoting more and better debates about the public 

role of sociology. 

The visit was from 14th to 18th December 2015, with an intense program of conferences, 

meetings and institutional visits, where Professor Margaret Abraham presented for width 

audiences which included students, academics, authorities national and regional as well as 

representatives of the community of the social sciences and particularly sociology. 

As Director of the School of Sociology of the Central University of Chile, it seems important to say 

that the visit of Professor Abraham met the purposes, and that along with having issued the 

scheduled lectures and master classes, 3 locals communities visited, managed to make important 

meetings with government, university authorities and students worked with opening new 

perspectives to the professional horizon that they can give to sociology. 

Two milestones underscore the importance of the visit of Professor Margaret Abraham: 

First, she held a meeting with the professional team that is in charge of the next congress of 

sociology in Chile Pre-Alas. On this occasion the importance of coordinating joint initiatives of 

academic dissemination discussed as congresses sociology Pre-Alas in Chile have been 

consolidated as a relevant instance meeting of sociologists and social scientists, which discusses 

and accommodates the convergence of the various items that discipline encompasses. 

Second, it was decided to work in coordination with the Association of Sociologists of Chile, to 

map the research and thematic sociologists and national sociologists that are working, while 

coordinating with other international bodies in Latin America to cover the same purpose at the 

continental level. This was agreed as a work to be undertaken during 2016. 

Activities implemented, issues, people and institutions can be summarized in the following table: 

 Tema Participantes Institución 

Martes 15-Dic Meeting with 
Social Science 
Dean, Universidad 
Central de Chile 

-Osvaldo Torres, Decano FACSO-UCEN 

Meeting with 
Social Science 

-Osvaldo Torres, Decano, 
FACSO-UCEN 

 



team, Universidad 
Central de Chile 

-Daisy Margarit, Directora 
Trabajo Social 
- Javier Romero, Director 
Psicología 
- Pablo Rojas, Director 
Centro de Estudios  

Miércoles 16-Dic Conference: 
"Gender, 
Migration and 
Domestic 
Violence" 

Rodrigo Sandoval Ducoing, 
Head Of National 
Department of Migration, 
Interior Ministry 

Universidad Central de 
Chile, Santiago, Región 
Metropolitana. 

Meeting with 
members of 
Colegio Sociologos 
Board 

Monica Vargas, President 
Rodrigo Molina, Board 
member 
Felipe Rivera, Board 
member 

Universidad Central de 
Chile, Santiago, Región 
Metropolitana. 

Reunión con Jefe 
División de 
Organizaciones 
Sociales,  

-Camilo Ballesteros, Chief 
Division of Social 
Organizations 
-Felipe Rivera, Head 
Escuela Sociología, 
Universidad Central de 
Chile 

Oficina de Gobierno, 
Palacio Presidencial 

Jueves 17 - Dic Meeting President 
Universidad 
Católica del Maule 

Sr. Diego Duran. President 
Universidad Católica del 
Maule 

Universidad Católica del 
Maule 

Meeting team, 
Congreso Pre Alas 

Claudia Concha (Socióloga), 
Academic Vice Chancellor 
Universidad Católica del 
Maule. 
Julien Valhaust, (Head 
School of Sociology 
Universidad Católica del 
Maule. 
Team, School of Sociology 
Universidad Católica del 
Maule. 

Universidad Católica del 
Maule 

Master Class: 
"Global Problems 
and Social 
Change" 

Estudiantes, Académicos. 
Gobernador de la Región 
del Maule. 

Universidad Católica del 
Maule 

Viernes 18 – Dic. Master Class: " 
Sociology Matters: 
Addressing 
Violence through 
Research and 
Activism"  

Student and Academics. Universidad Central de 
Chile, Sede La Serena, IV 
región de Coquimbo. 

 



Abraham’s teacher visit has been a great contribution to the debate discipline, not only because it 

brought together relevant actors in the field of social sciences in various geographical areas of the 

country, but also different institutions like governance, universities and civil organizations. The 

activities were published in local newspapers, making relevant new topics in the public affairs of 

high social importance such as education, migration, violence, among others. This has a double 

value about the impact that work of Margaret Abraham has been in social context in Chile: 

First, it put on public discussion current issues, which are part of the conflict and the social lives of 

people every day.  

Second, these issues and in particular sociological perspective she treats give a sociological 

renovation work in contemporary societies. It´s an issue that is being addressed in Chile, and 

thanks to her visit, it has been put on the agenda of school work of sociologists and sociology in 

the next congress to be held in Chile in 2016. 

Regarding the above, the following links are evidence of the social impact of the visit of Professor 

Abraham: 

Periódico Fecha 
Publicación 

Links 

Web Universidad 
Central de Chile 

21-dec http://www.ucentral.cl/presidenta-de-la-asociacion-
internacional-de-sociologia-isa-
dicto/prontus_ucentral2012/2015-12-22/160515.html 
 
http://www.ucentral.cl/presidenta-de-la-asociacion-
internacional-de-sociologia-dicta-
charla/prontus_ucentral2012/2015-12-24/123925.html 
 
 

El Observatodo – 
Newspaper in 
Coquimbo area 
(Serena) 

16-january http://www.elobservatodo.cl/noticia/sociedad/presidenta-
de-la-asociacion-internacional-de-sociologia-visita-la-region-
de-coquimb 
 

El Centro – 
Newspaper in 
Maule area 
(Talca) 

20-dec Publication ¿How sociology work? (Ver anexo) 

El Centro – 
Newspaper in 
Maule area 
(Talca) 

16-january http://www.ucm.cl/fileadmin/templates/images/Documento
s/10_1_2016_elcentro2.JPG 

 

 

Felipe Rivera 

Director of the School of Sociology of the Central University of Chile 
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Annexes 

 

Conference: "Gender, Migration and Domestic Violence". (Left to right: Felipe Rivera, Director 

Escuela Sociología Universidad Central; María Teresa del Rio, Miembro Directorio Universidad 

Central de Chile; Margaret Abraham, Presidente Asociación Internacional de Sociología; Osvaldo 

Torres, Decano Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, Universidad Central de Chile, Daisy Margarit, 

Directora Escuela Trabajo Social, Universidad Central de Chile, Rodrigo Sandoval Jefe nacional del 

departamento de Extranjería y Migración, Ministerio Interior, Gobierno de Chile). 

 

Master Class: "Sociology Matters: Addressing Violence through Research and Activism" (Left to 

Right: Profesor Rodrigo Mena, Académico UCEN; Profesora Margaret Abraham; y Profesor Felipe 

Rivera, Universidad Central de Chile). 



 

School of Sociology Students, Universidad Central de Chile, Serena. 

 

Renne Pétit, School of Sociology Student, Universidad Central, Serena. 

 

School of Sociology Team (Left to Right: Rodrigo Mena, José Monardez, Margaret Abraham, Felipe 

Rivera). 





 

 



 

 

 

Students and Academics, Sociology School Team, Universidad Católica del Maule, next to the 

Governor of the Maule region, Mr. Oscar Vega Gutiérrez.  

 

 

Professor Margaret Abraham, by her side Ms. Mónica Vargas, President of the College of 

Sociologists of Chile.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to Right: Marcelo Pinochet, Tomás Errazuriz, Académicos Escuela de Sociología, Universidad 

Católica del Maule.  María José Madariaga, Secretaria de Estudios, Escuela de Sociología, 

Universidad Central de Chile; Felipe Rivera, Director Escuela de Sociología, Universidad Central de 

Chile; Diego Durán, Rector Universidad Católica del Maule; Margaret Abraham, Presidente de la 

Asociación Internacional de Sociología; Patricio Oliva, Decano Facultad Economía y Ciencias 

Sociales, Universidad Católica del Maule. Ricardo Greene, Académico Escuela Sociología, 

Universidad Católica del Maule; y Julien Valhaust, Director Escuela Sociología, Universidad Católica 

del Maule. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


