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Time in childhood and youth is discussed in two contradictory ways. On the one hand, childhood and youth is portrayed, even
romanticized as a time of play, of innocence, of exploration, a time of learning, a time of trial and error (Baader, 2004; Dudek, 2002;
Stecher, 2003). On the other hand, time in childhood and youth is restricted by tight societal and generational structures, i.e. chains
of care, institutional and family time tables, extracurricular activities (Wehr, 2009; Zeiher, 2005). 
Additionally, temporality in childhood and youth is considered different to adults perception and disposability of time and temporality
(Wehr, 2009). The everyday life of the younger generations is, to a large extent, shaped by adults, leading to an unequal distribution
of active and passive disposition of time (Elias, 1984). Where, how and with whom children and young adults spend their time is
subject to a variety of interests and negotiation processes. Within these negotiations children’s and young adult’s experiences are one
factor among other, such as familial compatibility issues or societal structures and demands. 
These manifold claims on children’s and youth’s time can be regarded as a stressor and may lead to stress, exhaustion or as a last
resort to pathological findings (e.g. burn out) (Schulte-Markwort, 2016). Furthermore, management of one’s own time is regarded as
both an challenging and necessary competence in today’s society (Muri, 2004).  
This volume of Sociological Studies of Children and Youth interrogates the question of children’s and young adult’s perception and
disposition of time both in tight societal and generational contexts. We seek original, unpublished theoretical, empirical, and policy-
oriented papers that highlight children’s and youths’ understanding and provision of time from a variety of disciplinary and
methodological perspectives on topics including, but not limited to: 
• How children and youth dispose of time in societal and generational structures 
• The role of time in different institutional & familial contexts (e.g. school, day care, etc.) 
• Trajectories of children’s and youth’s time throughout the day or life course 

Call for Papers

Theme and rationale

Deadline and submission details

The submission deadline for all papers is August 15, 2021. Authors of papers accepted to this series will be notified by October 15,
2021. Revised papers are due to guest editors by December 1, 2021. The date by which the volume will be submitted to the publisher
is January 1, 2021. Papers will be accepted only in English. To submit your paper, please send a 10,000-to 12,000-word manuscript
(inclusive of abstract, references, tables, and figures) to dana.harring@th-rosenheim.de.
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