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Declaration of the Board of the Israeli Sociological Society October 26, 2021

The Board of the Israeli Sociological Society expresses its concern from the decree of the Defense
Minister, Benny Gantz, declaring 6 Palestinian civil society and human rights organizations as
“terrorist organizations

According to our professional knowledge, civil society organizations, such as the network of Women'’s
association or the agricultural association, are critical for the establishment of a viable society, a
difficult goal and even more complicated for a society under five and half decades of military
occupation. The decree declaring these organizations as terrorist organization, including the human
rights organization “Al Haq” established in 1979, collapsed the distinction between political activity
and security threat and amounts to a declaration of war on civil society itself. The extreme designation
as a terrorist organization of a research institute like Bisan, working to widen access to the right of
education to disempowered communities or the DCIP organization that offers legal defense to
children and minors, harms the entire Palestinian society, as well as Israeli society and the possibility
.for a shared future of the two societies

The Defense Minister’'s decree sends a message that community organizing, actions to promote
social change and political activity under military rule are identical to terrorist activities. Such a
message labeling civilian activity as terrorist activity prevents any possibility for social and economic
.change critical to build viable society

The Israeli sociological society, based on values of civil equality, protection of human rights and
.democracy, calls upon the defense minister to repeal his decision and annul the decree

This declaration was accepted by a majority of the board, but the opposition minority through that the
classified information of the security services should be trusted, and one should not form an opinion
as long as there is scarce information regarding the illegitimate activities of the organization
"designated as “terrorist organizations
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