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This panel centers on the CSW67 Review Theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment 
of rural women and girls. Rural communities, characterized by limited socioeconomic opportunities, stigma, spatial isolation, the 
absence of public transportation, limited access to technology, and a lack of health and human services, present unique obstacles to 
those who are impacted by the criminal legal system. The problem of reintegration following prison has been constructed as an urban, 
inner-city, male problem. This panel will examine the challenges posed in rural women’s involvement in the criminal legal system, 
including their pathways home from prisons and jails. It will also explore issues with rural women’s invisibility. 
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