
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
May 2025 

 

A Message from the RC15 President 

 

Greetings from ISA Research 

Committee 15, Sociology of 

Health! 

 

The period immediately following                                                   

the end of the Second World War expanded multilateral discussions 

among countries and, as a continuation, established a world order 

grounded in intergovernmental organizations. For decades, the 

nations, united through various institutions, succeeded in halting the 

spread of certain forms of intolerance. Moreover, they advanced 

initiatives aimed at reducing poverty, hunger, and preventable 

diseases. However, throughout these decades, diplomatic rhetoric 

failed to establish a global unity that could foster health and well-

being for all, across the planet. We are currently witnessing the 

abandonment of multilateralism and the decline of its institutions, 

marked by the rise of authoritarianism in different countries. We have 

observed the re-  
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imposition of commercial interests and the neglect of global and 

collective public health. This is a time of many pressing questions: 

Which agencies, programs, or public health structures will survive 

budget cuts, political agendas, and regulatory changes? Which 

groups or corporate, ideological, and political sectors stand to 

benefit from this dismantling? How does the dismantling and 

delegitimization of global organizations affect the production and 

circulation of scientific knowledge in the field of health? What are 

the global repercussions of dismantling international health 

programs? Will it retreat from collective care in favour of individual 

health professionals, social movements, scientists, and other groups 

organizing to resist authoritarianism and the dismantling 

of institutions? These are some pressing questions that call for 

thoughtful and critical reflection. At ISA Research Committee 15, we 

hope the forthcoming International Forum in Rabat will offer a safe 

and supportive space for meaningful dialogue and exchange. We 

look forward to seeing you soon in Rabat! 

Nelson Filice de Barros 

 

Mensagem do Presidente do RC15 

Saudações do Presidente do Comitê de Pesquisa 15 da ISA, 

Sociologia da Saúde! 

O período imediatamente subsequente ao fim da Segunda Guerra 

Mundial expandiu as discussões multilaterais entre países e, como 
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consequência, estabeleceu uma ordem mundial fundamentada 

em organizações intergovernamentais. Durante décadas, as 

nações, unidas por meio de diversas instituições, lograram êxito em 

conter a propagação de certas formas de intolerância. Além disso, 

avançaram iniciativas destinadas à redução da pobreza, da fome 

e de doenças evitáveis. Contudo, ao longo desses anos, a retórica 

diplomática não conseguiu estabelecer uma unidade global 

capaz de fomentar saúde e bem-estar para todos no planeta. 

Atualmente, testemunhamos o abandono do multilateralismo e o 

declínio de suas instituições, marcado pelo avanço do 

autoritarismo em distintos países. Observamos o ressurgimento de 

comerciais e no descaso com a saúde pública global e coletiva. 

Este é um momento de múltiplas questões urgentes: Quais 

agências, programas ou estruturas de saúde pública sobreviverão 

a cortes orçamentários, agendas políticas e mudanças 

regulatórias? Quais grupos ou setores corporativos, ideológicos e 

políticos serão favorecidos por esse desmantelamento? De que 

forma o desmantelamento e a deslegitimação das organizações 

globais impactam a produção e a circulação do conhecimento 

científico na área da saúde? Quais são as repercussões globais do 

desmantelamento dos programas internacionais de saúde? 

Haverá um retrocesso do cuidado coletivo em favor da 

ofissionais da saúde, movimentos sociais, 

cientistas e outros grupos estão se organizando para resistir ao 
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autoritarismo e ao desmantelamento das instituições? Essas 

questões exigem análises críticas e reflexivas. No Comitê de 

Pesquisa 15 da ISA, esperamos que o próximo Fórum Internacional 

em Rabat proporcione um espaço seguro e acolhedor para 

diálogos significativos e trocas construtivas. Estamos ansiosos para 

encontrá-los em Rabat! 

Nelson Filice de Barros 
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Mensaje del Presidente del RC15 

Saludos del Comité de Investigación 15, Sociología de la Salud, de 

la ISA, 

El período inmediatamente posterior al fin de la Segunda Guerra 

Mundial amplió los debates multilaterales entre países y, como 

consecuencia, estableció un orden mundial basado en 

organizaciones intergubernamentales. Durante décadas, las 

naciones, unidas a través de diversas instituciones, lograron frenar 

la propagación de ciertas formas de intolerancia. Además, 

impulsaron iniciativas para reducir la pobreza, el hambre y las 

enfermedades prevenibles. Sin embargo, a lo largo de estas 

décadas, la retórica diplomática no logró establecer una unidad 

global que pudiera promover la salud y el bienestar para todos, en 

todo el planeta. Actualmente, asistimos al abandono del 

multilateralismo y al declive de sus instituciones, marcado por el 

auge del autoritarismo en diferentes países. Hemos observado el 
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resurgimiento de un "estado de naturaleza", manifestado en la 

imposición de intereses comerciales y el descuido de la salud 

pública global y colectiva. Este es un momento de muchas 

preguntas urgentes: ¿Qué agencias, programas o estructuras de 

salud pública sobrevivirán a los recortes presupuestarios, las 

agendas políticas y los cambios regulatorios? ¿Qué grupos o 

sectores corporativos, ideológicos y políticos se beneficiarán de 

este desmantelamiento? ¿Cómo afecta el desmantelamiento y la 

deslegitimación de las organizaciones globales a la producción y 

circulación del conocimiento científico en el ámbito de la salud? 

¿Cuáles son las repercusiones globales del desmantelamiento de 

los programas internacionales de salud? ¿Se replegará de la 

atención colectiva en favor de la responsabilidad individual, 

funcionará como un "estado mínimo" o emprenderá acciones 

características de un "estado autoritario selectivo"? ¿Cómo se 

organizan los profesionales de la salud, los movimientos sociales, los 

científicos y otros grupos para resistir el autoritarismo y el 

desmantelamiento de las instituciones? Estas son algunas 

preguntas urgentes que exigen una reflexión profunda y crítica. En 

el Comité de Investigación de la ISA 15, esperamos que el próximo 

Foro Internacional en Rabat ofrezca un espacio seguro y propicio 

para un diálogo e intercambio significativos. 

¡Esperamos verle pronto en Rabat! 

Nelson Filice de Barros 
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Solidarity Statement on the Crisis in UK Higher Education 

 

The ISA Research Committee 15  Sociology of Health expresses its 

solidarity with all UK higher education institutions currently facing 

restructures, closures and redundancies. These are unprecedented 

and turbulent times for the sector, with many staff members at risk 

of job loss in a society already under significant strain. It is deeply 

disheartening to witness the abrupt dismissal of academic staff who 

have contributed profoundly to the advancement of scientific 

knowledge and the upskilling of society through the education of 

thousands of students. Equally concerning is the loss of professional 

and administrative colleagues who have sustained the day-to-day 

functioning of our institutions for many years. These job losses have 

serious repercussions for the physical, psychological and emotional 

well-being of staff, many of whom are experiencing sleepless nights, 

heightened stress, and escalating anxiety. A significant number are 

senior employees who have dedicated their entire careers to 

academia. It is deeply concerning to consider what alternatives 

might be available to them when their professional lives have been 

so firmly rooted in the higher education sector. Much solidarity to all 

and much solidarity to the Unions who have relentlessly fought on 

behalf of their members. 
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Source: Notes from Below. (2025) UKHE Shrinking MAP. UCU Queen Mary University of London webpage. Retrieved 
from https://qmucu.org/qmul-transformation/uk-he-shrinking/ Accessed on 29.5.2025 

 

 

Reflections on the First 128 Days of the Trump Administration 

Susan E. Bell, Drexel University 

 

Five years ago, George Floyd was suffocated by police in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. His murder launched uprisings of the 

people in every single state of the US and worldwide. The 

campaign for racial justice appeared to be on the cusp of 

instigating massive social change. Five years later, the landscape is 

very different, with authoritarian regimes gaining power; and 
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upswings in violence, war, and suffering in Europe, the Middle East, 

Africa, and South, Central, and Latin America. 

In the United States, things changed dramatically on January 20, 

2025, when Donald Trump was sworn into office. Immediately, 

President Trump began to trample on the US Constitution and 

infrastructures of governance. In the United States, there are three 

equal branches of governance: the Executive (e.g. President and 

cabinet), the Legislative (e.g., Congress), and the Judicial. The 

Trump Administration has ignored this system of governance. It has 

extended the Executive branch far beyond its Constitutionally 

legitimate reach. To put it bluntly, the Trump Administration is acting 

as an authoritarian government.  

Regarding the Legislative branch (the US Congress), for example, 

the Executive branch (the Trump Administration) cancelled federal 

contracts and grants that have already been approved by 

Congress. This action has stopped research funded by the National 

Institutions of Health and other federal agencies and is decimating 

research programs at universities. It has halted many federally 

funded graduate and postdoctoral fellowships, which have 

supported US and international students and thereby fostered 

collaborations and connections that are so important to the 

research enterprise globally. The Trump Administration has also 

dismantled USAID (the US Agency for International Development) 

result of these abrupt cuts, 300,000 people have already died 

(reported by National Public Radio, May 28, 2025). Legal decisions 
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in the years since President Richard Nixon (1969-1974) have 

reaffirmed that the President does not have the right to overrule 

funds already approved by Congress.  

Senate, there are Republican parties in the majority; this is President 

against his program have been threatened personally and 

politically. As a result, Congress has approved the Trump 

nominations of unqualified people for its executive 

branch. A particularly egregious example of this in health is the 

appointment of lawyer and vaccine skeptic Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

as the Secretary of the US Department of Health and Human 

Services. Although members of the Democratic party have 

been able to muster enough votes by members of the Republican 

down its unqualified nominations or policies. 

Regarding the Judicial system, for example, the Trump 

Administration has deported people or sent them to detention 

centers in the US without cause; it has ignored rulings by federal 

judges and the Supreme Court to bring them home. The 

Administration has ignored the right to trial (habeas corpus) 

enshrined in the Constitution. Hundreds of lawsuits have been filed 

against the Trump Administration and judges have to a large extent 

ruled against the Administration. However, the legal system in the 

US does not work swiftly. The Trump Administration has taken 
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advantage of this slow pace to destroy agencies, research 

agendas, and universities de facto, by exercising power as if it were 

already de jure (legally constituted).  

Attacks against universities are not new, but the Trump 

Administration has distinguished itself by launching such broad and 

deep cuts to the heart of what universities do and what they 

represent. The first attacks were on indirect rates for grants and then 

the cancellation of active research awards across the country. 

Indirect rates add a percentage to federal grants that covers an 

created by the US government after WWII to help fund university 

research infrastructure that is shared across grants.  The 

cancellation of grants has already led to layoffs of project 

personnel. Universities will not be able to cover such a large loss of 

funding. As illustrated by its current attack on Harvard University, the 

admissions policy, its faculty, research institutes and programs, and 

its (constitutional) right to make decisions based on science, 

knowledge, and careful planning. With its wealth and (intellectual) 

power, Harvard is an obvious target for an authoritarian 

government. At the same time, it is well positioned to resist 

authoritarianism.  

In these times, we sociologists can and should resist authoritarianism 

in our home institutions and countries and seek to foster and grow 

connections across the world through professional organizations 

like the International Sociological Association.  



 

12 
 

 

 

RC15 in the Upcoming V ISA Forum of Sociology 

 

The official online programme has been published. Here is a pick 

to our RC sessions and the joint sessions organized with other RCs:   
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We invite you to participate in the RC15 business meeting, that will 

take place on July 9th from 19 to 20:30. More details about our 

business meeting will be provided closer to the beginning of the 

Forum. 

For further information about the Forum take a look at 

https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/forum2025/meetingapp.cgi 
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Conferences and Workshops 

 

"Memory and Trauma" International Conference 

London/Online: 6-7 December 2025 
Deadline for proposals: 31 August 2025 
Conference website: https://memory.lcir.co.uk/memory-trauma 

Submission is open 

 

 Creative 
 

London/Online: 29-30 November 2025 
Deadline for proposals: 20 July 2025 
Conference website: http://aesthetics.decay.lcir.co.uk 

Submission is open 

 

"Narratives of Displacement" International Conference 

London/Online: 25-26 October 2025 
Deadline for proposals: 20 July 2025 
Conference website:  https://narrativesofdisplacement.lcir.co.uk 

Submission is open 

 

International Conference on Ecocriticism and Environmental 
Studies 

London/Online: 18-19 October 2025 
Deadline for proposals: 20 June 2025 
Conference website: https://eco.lcir.co.uk 

Submission is open 
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International Conference on Myths, Archetypes and Symbols: 
 "Models and Alternatives" 

London/Online: 27-28 September 2025 
Deadline for proposals: 15 June 2025 
Conference website: http://myths.lcir.co.uk 

 

 

Grants Awarded to RC15 Members 

 

The Australian Research Council Discovery Award for a 3-year 

project, 'Securing posthumous digital data: Australians' views and 

practices', was granted to Alan Petersen, in collaboration with 

Claire Wilkinson (Co-CI, University of West of England) and Diana 

Bowman (Arizona State University). The research will include analysis 

of the views of patient communities, palliative care communities, 

among others. 

 

New Publications by RC15 Members 

 

We are happy to announce Jae- -Hyun 

A Sociological Perspective on Blood Plasma Donation 

During the Pandemic, Convalescent Gifts and Liminality, published 

by Routledge, June 2024.  
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For more information, please see https://www.routledge.com/A-

Sociological-Perspective-on-Blood-Plasma-Donation-During-the-

Pandemic-Convalescent-Gifts-and-Liminality/Shim-

Baek/p/book/9781032797564 

 

 

 

On behalf of RC15 - Congratulations, Jae-Mahn! 

 

Aaltonen, M., McGrail, K., Raitanen, J., & Martin-Matthews, A. 

(2025). Satisfaction with Life of Older Men and Women in the 

Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) and its Association 
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with Formal and Informal Home Care. Canadian Journal on 

Aging/La Revue canadienne du vieillissement, 1-12. 

 

Charney, M. (2024). Vaccination Patterns: Can Flu Testing Nudge 

COVID-19 Vaccine Behavior? Social Studies Journal, Vol. 18, No. 3, 

113-117.  

 

Driessen, A., de Souza, A. N., Castellanos, M. E. P., de Oliveira, M. 

V. T., Carvalho, E. L., & Hinton, L. (2024). Navigating uncertainties in 

critical care with Covid-19: A cross-country analysis of patient 

narratives from Brazil and the United Kingdom. SSM  Qualitative 

Research in Health, 5,100363. 

 

Dutta, S., Samant, M., Santosh, S., Calnan, M., & Kane, S. (2025). 

Shattered Assumptions: Unravelling of the social contract between 

the medical profession and society in India. SSM-Health 

Systems, 4, 100070. 

 

Hauge, A. M. (2024). Regulating diagnosis Molecular and 

regulatory sub stratifications of lung cancer treatment. Sociology 

of Health & Illness, 46(S1), 56-75. 

Hauge, A. M., and Boisen Andersen, D. (2025). Who cares about 

the dying? Unpacking integration of palliative care and oncology 

in the Danish context. Health Sociology Review, 34(1), 59-76. 

 

Hauge, A. M., Lydiksen, N., & Bech, M. (2025). Organizing to 

address overtreatment in cancer care near the end of life: 
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Evidence from Denmark. Journal of Health Services Research & 

Policy, 30(2), 89-98. 

 

Heath, J., Moran, M., & Dowrick, A. (2024). Examining qualitative 

cross-country comparative analysis in health: Reflective insights 

and methodological considerations. SSM  Qualitative Research in 

Health, 100416. 

 

Kessing, M. L., & Petersen, A. (2025). Empathetic knowledge: 

conceptualising modes of knowing within families marked by 

illness. Health Sociology Review, 34(1), 108-122. 

 

Lakin, K., Huong, N. T., & Kane, S. (2024)

Experiences of and Interactions with the Health System in Vietnam: 

A Critical Interpretive Synthesis. Community Health Equity Research 

& Policy, 2752535X241277678. 

 

Lakin, K., Ha, D. T., Ha, B. T. T., Mirzoev, T., Agyepong, I. A., & Kane, 

S. (2025). 

health system in post-Doi Moi Vietnam. SSM-health systems, 4, 

100051. 

 

Miah, P. & Neeru, G. (2025). Gender and ethnic diversity and 

wage gaps in the Canadian chiropractic workforce. Discover 

Social Science & Health, 5, 3 (2025). 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s44155-025-00148-x 
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Neves, B. B., Omori, M., Petersen, A., Vered, M., & Carter, A. (2024). 

Navigating artificial intelligence in care homes: Competing 

stakeholder views of trust and logics of care. Social Science & 

Medicine, 358, 117187. 

 

Nguyen, T. V., & Kane, S. (2024). Towards an agenda of action 

and research for making health systems responsive to the needs of 

people with disabilities. The Lancet Regional Health Western 

Pacific, 52. 

 

Petersen, A. (2024). The proposed WHO Pandemic Agreement: 

Ambitious progress or business as usual? Journal of Critical Public 

Health, 1(2), 1-4. 

 

Petersen, A. R. (2025). Making Visible the Expertise of Data Workers 

in AI-Driven Healthcare: A Call to Action. Medicine Anthropology 

Theory, 12(1), 1-13. 

 

Santosh, S., & Kane, S. (2025). A critical review of literature and a 

conceptual framework for organizing and researching urban 

health and community health services in low-and middle-income 

countries. Health Policy and Planning, 40(2), 259-271. 

 

Sena B. (2024). The silent health social movement of traditional, 

complementary and integrative medicine in political contention 

with Western evidence-based biomedicine. Rassegna Italiana di 

Sociologia, 4/2024, pp. 771-802, DOI: 10.1423/115301 



 

23 
 

 

Shibli, H., Aharonson-Daniel, L., Daoud, N., & Feder-Bubis, P. (2025). 

Unpacking access barriers through the health providers' lens 

among the Arab Bedouin population in Israel. Social Science & 

Medicine, 364, 117536. 

 

Shibli, H., Feder-Bubis, P., Daoud, N., & Aharonson-Daniel, L. (2025). 

Healthcare access barriers and utilization among the Arab 

Bedouin population in Israel: a cross-sectional study. International 

Journal for Equity in Health, 24(1), 40. 

 

Tannenbaum Baruchi, C., Feder Bubis, P., & Aharonson Daniel, L. 

(2025). Communication barriers to optimal access to emergency 

rooms according to deaf and hard of hearing patients and health 

care workers: A mixed methods study. Academic Emergency 

Medicine, 32(3), 246-259. 

 

Waiserberg, N., and Feder-Bubis, P. (2024). Freedom in the Context 

of Physiotherapy Intervention: Another Perspective on Functioning, 

Disability, and Health. Journal of the Israeli Physical Therapy 

Society, 26(2). 

 

Waiserberg, N., Horev, T., & Feder-Bubis, P. (2024). 

pediatric physiotherapy services in Israel. Israel Journal of Health 

Policy Research, 13(1), 10. 
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Waiserberg, N., Katz Leurer, M., & Feder-Bubis, P. (2024)

practice. Physiotherapy Theory and Practice, 40(7), 1492-1500. 

 

Wijeyaratne, L., Spruijt, O., Jayasinghe, S., Kane, S., Ramadasa, U., 

& Philip, J. (2025). What Is a Good Death in South Asia? A 

Systematic Review and Narrative Synthesis. Journal of Nursing 

Scholarship. 

 

Ziebland, S., Sakuma-Sato, R., Grob, R., Dowrick, A., Navarro Dias 

de Souza, A. R., Spitale, G., Schlesinger., M. (2024). Cross 

country analysis of qualitative interviews: Developing a method, a 

community and an understanding of how Covid has been 

experienced around the globe. SSM - Qualitative Research in 

Health, 5, 100396.  

 

. 

,  -10.  DOI 10.26787/nydha-2618-

8783-2025-10-1-2-10. [Bogdan, I. V. Digital aspects of psychotyping 

in sociological research (on the example of management tasks of 

health care // Bulletin of Biomedicine and Sociology,  

-10.  DOI 10.26787/nydha-2618-8783-2025-10-1-2-10.] 
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Call for Reviewers 

 

Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of Health, 

Illness and Medicine is looking to expand their pool of reviewers.  

 

Would you like to stay up-to-date with cutting edge empirical, 

theoretical, critical work on health in the social sciences and 

humanities? Can you offer your expertise to help colleagues 

develop their research outputs to the highest academic 

standards. Would you like to contribute to the development of 

your discipline? 

 

The journal receives a large number of submissions and are 

looking to expand the pool of reviewers to ensure that authors 

receive detailed and timely feedback. A broader range of regular 

reviewers will help the journal to maintain its high standard of 

scholarship and editorial support for a rapidly developing and 

diversifying readership and community of authors.  

 

By focusing on the critique of norms and power relationships 

Health provides an international forum with the breadth of outlook 

required by sociologists, social psychologists, social and cultural 

theorists and others who are addressing healthcare issues that 

cross disciplinary boundaries. 

Reviews are conducted via the ScholarOne submission platform 

and you can create an account and complete your profile here 
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where you will be guided to add your areas of interest so 

appropriate manuscripts can be allocated to you. If you create 

an account you are under no obligation to review any particular 

paper. 

To be considered as a reviewer you should hold a doctoral 

degree, be a university lecturer or researcher, and/or possess 

relevant professional work experience. If you are new to reviewing 

you will be supported in the process by the editorial team. We 

especially welcome reviewers from the Global South. 

Questions? Write to the editorial team:  

Associate Professors Rebecca E. Olson & Christopher Till, 

health.journal.eic@gmail.com 

Link to the journal page: https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/health 

 

 

Call for Submissions 

 

The International Journal of Health Governance invites RC15 and 

early career researchers to submit a manuscript to the journal. 

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/journal/ijhg  

Questions about submitting to IJHG may be directed to Farah 

Purwaningrum via e-mail: fara.arum@gmail.com. Submissions can 

be directed to the journal. 
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Fitzpatrick, K., Leahy, D., Wright, J., Jourdan, D., and Fields, J. 

(Editors) of Critical Studies of Health and Education. This series 

welcomes edited and authored texts underpinned by 

sociological, critical and political approaches to health-related 

issues in education. For more information, please visit the series site  

https://www.routledge.com/Critical-Studies-in-Health-and-

Education/book-series/CSHE 
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RC15 Board Members Contact Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stay in touch 

 

There are 281 persons in our LinkedIn group. We invite you to post 

your new publications, honours, awards, conference 

announcements and other activities to connect us virtually and 

develop our RC15 community. Feel free to invite your colleagues 

and research students  including people who are not members 

of RC15  to join our page. Our link is 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8199252/ 

 

Nelson Filice de Barros 
 

nelfel@uol.com.br 

Joana Almeida 
 

Joana.Almeida@beds.ac.uk 

Susan Bell 
 

seb376@drexel.edu 

Paula Feder-Bubis 
 

federbub@bgu.ac.il 

Sigrún Ólafsdóttir 
 

sigruno@hi.is 

Alan Petersen 
 

alan.petersen@monash.edu 

Farah Purwaningrum 
 

fara.arum@gmail.com 

Jae-Mahn Shim jayshim@korea.ac.kr 


